
west virginia black history
West Virginia black history is a rich tapestry woven from the threads of
resilience, struggle, and triumph. The state of West Virginia, known for its
stunning mountains and deep-rooted cultural heritage, has a complex narrative
concerning its African American communities. From the early days of slavery
to the significant contributions made during the Civil Rights Movement, West
Virginia's black history reflects both the challenges faced and the
achievements made by its African American citizens. In this article, we will
explore the historical timeline, notable figures, and cultural contributions
of African Americans in West Virginia.

A Historical Overview of African Americans in
West Virginia

African Americans have been a part of West Virginia's history since its
inception. When Virginia was still a colony, enslaved Africans were brought
to work on tobacco plantations. By the time West Virginia became a state in
1863, the African American population had already established a presence in
the region, despite facing severe hardships.

The Era of Slavery

- Early Enslavement: The enslavement of Africans in what is now West Virginia
began in the 18th century. Enslaved people were primarily tasked with labor
on farms and plantations.
- Resistance: Even during this time, there were instances of resistance, such
as escapes through the Underground Railroad, which was active in the region.

The Civil War and Emancipation

The Civil War was a pivotal moment in West Virginia's black history.

- Formation of West Virginia: West Virginia separated from Virginia in 1861,
partly due to differing views on slavery. This separation was a significant
step toward emancipation.
- Emancipation Proclamation: President Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation
Proclamation in 1863 freed slaves in Confederate-held territories, impacting
many enslaved individuals in West Virginia.



The Post-Civil War Era and Reconstruction

After the Civil War, West Virginia, like much of the South, entered a period
of Reconstruction. This era was marked by both progress and setbacks for
African Americans.

Political Gains and Backlash

- Political Participation: African Americans began to participate in
politics, with several elected to local and state offices.
- Jim Crow Laws: Despite these advancements, the late 19th century saw the
implementation of Jim Crow laws, which enforced racial segregation and
disenfranchised black voters.

Notable Figures in West Virginia Black History

West Virginia's history is dotted with remarkable African American figures
who made significant contributions to society.


