west virginia gb history

West Virginia QB History is a tale of resilience, talent, and evolution, mirroring the state’s rugged
landscape and rich cultural heritage. West Virginia University (WVU) has produced a number of
outstanding quarterbacks over the years, each contributing to the legacy of Mountaineer football.
This article delves into the history of quarterbacks at WVU, highlighting key players, records, and
their impact on the program.

Early Years of WVU Football

West Virginia University’s football program began in 1891, but it wasn’t until the 20th century that
the quarterback position started to gain prominence. The early years were characterized by a lack of
formalized offensive schemes, and the quarterback’s role was primarily that of a game manager.

Notable Early Quarterbacks

- Dudley "Red" Brown (1930s): One of the earliest standout quarterbacks, Brown led the
Mountaineers to their first bowl game appearance in 1938. His leadership and ability to execute
plays set the foundation for future quarterbacks.

- Earl "Red" Smith (1940s): Smith was known for his strong arm and ability to read defenses,
contributing significantly to the team's success during his tenure. His performance helped establish
a competitive spirit within the program.

The Rise of the Pass-Heavy Offense

The late 1950s and 1960s marked a significant shift in college football, with teams beginning to
adopt more sophisticated passing attacks. This era produced several quarterbacks who would leave
a lasting impact on WVU football.

Hall of Fame Quarterbacks

- Sam Huff (1950s): While Huff is often remembered as a linebacker in the NFL Hall of Fame, he
initially played quarterback for the Mountaineers. His versatility and athleticism exemplified the
changing nature of the quarterback position.

- Mike Cavan (1960s): Cavan was pivotal in transitioning the team to a more dynamic offense. He
was known for his ability to throw deep passes, a skill that became increasingly valuable in the
evolving game.



Golden Era of Quarterbacks

The 1970s and 1980s are often referred to as the golden era of West Virginia quarterbacks. This
period saw the emergence of several legendary players who would not only excel at the college level
but also make their mark in the NFL.

Key Players and Their Achievements

1. Oliver Luck (1978-1981): Luck, the father of NFL quarterback Andrew Luck, was a dual-threat
quarterback who set multiple school records during his time at WVU. He led the Mountaineers to a
Peach Bowl victory in 1981 and was known for his leadership on and off the field.

2. Jeff Hostetler (1980-1983): Hostetler is perhaps one of the most celebrated quarterbacks in WVU
history. He led the Mountaineers to the 1988 Sugar Bowl and later achieved success in the NFL,
including a Super Bowl victory with the New York Giants.

3. Major Harris (1987-1989): Harris was a standout in college football, known for his electrifying

playmaking ability. He led WVU to a national championship game appearance in 1988 and became
the first Mountaineer to have his number (9) retired.

Modern Era Quarterbacks

The 1990s and 2000s brought a new generation of quarterbacks who continued the tradition of
excellence at WVU. The evolution of the spread offense further shaped the quarterback position,
emphasizing mobility and passing accuracy.

Impactful Quarterbacks of the 90s and 2000s

- Danny Embick (1990-1993): Embick was integral in the transition to a more modern offense at
WVU. He set several passing records and was known for his poise in the pocket.

- Gino Smith (2010-2013): Smith is one of the most prolific passers in WVU history. During his senior
season, he threw for over 4,200 yards and 42 touchdowns, earning him recognition as one of the top
quarterbacks in college football.

- Will Grier (2018): Grier brought a high-octane style of play to WVU, leading the Mountaineers to

numerous victories. His ability to throw accurately on the run made him a nightmare for opposing
defenses.

Quarterback Records and Achievements

West Virginia quarterbacks have set numerous records throughout the program’s history. These



achievements not only reflect individual talent but also the evolution of the team's offensive
strategies.

Impressive Records

- Most Career Passing Yards: Gino Smith holds the record for the most career passing yards with
over 11,000 yards, a testament to his skill and the effectiveness of the offense during his tenure.

- Most Touchdowns in a Season: Smith also set the record for the most touchdown passes in a single
season (42), showcasing his ability to find the end zone consistently.

- Highest Single-Season Passing Efficiency: Will Grier holds the record for the highest single-season
passing efficiency rating (198.96) in 2018, demonstrating his precision and effectiveness as a passer.

The Future of Quarterbacks at WVU

As the landscape of college football continues to evolve, so too does the role of the quarterback at
West Virginia University. The program remains committed to developing talented players who can
adapt to the changing dynamics of the game.

Recent Developments and Prospects

- Current QB Roster: The current roster features promising quarterbacks who have the potential to
leave their mark on the program. With advancements in training and analytics, the next generation
of Mountaineer quarterbacks is well-equipped to excel.

- Recruiting Trends: WVU has been focusing on recruiting dual-threat quarterbacks who can both
run and pass effectively. This trend reflects the broader changes in college football, where versatility
is key.

- Coaching Philosophy: The coaching staff continues to emphasize the importance of developing a
strong quarterback, incorporating modern offensive schemes that maximize their potential.

Conclusion

The history of quarterbacks at West Virginia University is a rich tapestry woven with stories of
talent, resilience, and achievement. From the early days of the program to the modern era, each
quarterback has contributed to the legacy of Mountaineer football. As the program looks to the
future, it is clear that the tradition of excellence will continue, with new talent ready to take the
helm. The journey of West Virginia quarterbacks is far from over, and the next chapter promises to
be just as exciting as the last.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who are some of the most notable quarterbacks in West
Virginia University history?

Some of the most notable quarterbacks in West Virginia University history include Major Harris,
who led the Mountaineers to the 1989 Sugar Bowl, Geno Smith, who set numerous passing records
during his time and went on to the NFL, and Pat White, who was known for his dual-threat
capabilities and led the team to multiple bowl games.

What impact did Pat White have on the West Virginia
quarterback legacy?

Pat White is often regarded as one of the best quarterbacks in West Virginia history due to his
exceptional performance, including leading the team to a 2008 Fiesta Bowl victory. He was known
for his ability to both pass and run effectively, which helped redefine the quarterback position at
West Virginia.

How has the quarterback play at West Virginia evolved over
the years?

Quarterback play at West Virginia has evolved from a more traditional, run-heavy style to a dynamic,
pass-oriented offense, especially under coaches like Rich Rodriguez and Dana Holgorsen. This
evolution has led to record-breaking performances and a greater emphasis on quarterback skill sets
that include agility and deep passing.

What records do West Virginia quarterbacks hold in college
football?

West Virginia quarterbacks hold several significant records, including career passing yards,
touchdowns, and completion percentages. Geno Smith, for example, set the school record for
passing yards in a single season and had one of the highest career completion percentages in NCAA
history.

How do West Virginia's quarterbacks compare to those from
other major college programs?

West Virginia's quarterbacks are often compared favorably to those from other major college
programs due to their ability to produce high passing stats and succeed in the NFL. Notably, players
like Geno Smith and Pat White have illustrated the program's capacity to develop quarterbacks who
can thrive at the next level, which is a notable achievement among peer institutions.
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