west with giraffes book club questions

West with Giraffes book club questions are a fantastic way to dive deeper
into the themes, characters, and events of this gripping novel by Lynda
Rutledge. Whether you're meeting with friends or engaging with an online
community, these questions can help facilitate thoughtful discussion and
enhance your understanding of the story. In this article, we will explore
essential book club questions that will prompt stimulating conversations and
insights into the narrative, as well as provide context about the book's
themes, characters, and significance.

Overview of West with Giraffes

West with Giraffes is a historical fiction novel set in the early 1930s,
following the journey of two giraffes as they travel across the United
States. The story is narrated by a young man named Woodrow Wilson Nickel, who
finds himself embarking on an extraordinary adventure that intertwines his
life with the majestic animals. Through this journey, the novel touches on
themes of resilience, connection, and the impact of the Great Depression.

Themes to Explore

Understanding the various themes present in West with Giraffes can provide a
rich backdrop for your book club discussions. Here are some key themes to
consider:

1. Connection and Relationships

- The bond between Woodrow and the giraffes.
- The relationships Woodrow develops along the journey.
- The significance of human-animal connections.

2. Resilience and Survival

- How characters cope with the challenges of the Great Depression.
- The giraffes' struggle for survival during their journey.
- Woodrow’s personal growth through adversity.

3. Adventure and Discovery

- The physical journey across the country.
- The metaphorical journey of self-discovery for Woodrow.



- Exploration of the American landscape and its wildlife.

Book Club Questions for West with Giraffes

To facilitate engaging discussions, here are some thought-provoking questions
you can use in your book club:

Questions about Characters

1. How does Woodrow's character evolve throughout the novel?
Discuss the turning points in his journey that contribute to his growth.

2. What role do the giraffes play in Woodrow's life?
Explore the significance of their presence and how they influence his
decisions.

3. Who is your favorite supporting character, and why?
- Analyze the impact of characters like the zookeepers, his family, or fellow
travelers.

Questions about Themes

4. In what ways does West with Giraffes address the concept of resilience?
Consider both human and animal perspectives in the face of hardship.

5. How does the author portray the relationship between humans and animals?
Discuss specific scenes or interactions that highlight this bond.

6. What does the journey symbolize for Woodrow and the giraffes?
Explore the deeper meanings behind their cross-country trek.

Questions about Setting and Context

7. How does the historical context of the Great Depression shape the story?
- Discuss how events from this period influence character motivations and
societal dynamics.

8. What role does the American landscape play in the narrative?
- Analyze how various settings contribute to the story's mood and themes.

9. How does the author use descriptive language to bring the setting to life?
- Identify passages that vividly depict the environment and evoke emotion.



Questions about Plot and Structure

10. What were your initial impressions of the novel’s pacing and structure?
- Discuss whether the pacing enhanced or detracted from the overall
experience.

11. Were there any plot twists or surprises that stood out to you?
- Reflect on how these moments affected your engagement with the story.

12. How did the ending of the book resonate with you?
- Share your thoughts on the resolution of the characters’ arcs and the
overall message.

Questions about Personal Reflection

13. Did any part of the story remind you of your own experiences?
- Encourage members to share personal anecdotes that relate to the themes.

14. What emotions did the book evoke in you?
- Discuss the feelings the narrative stirred and how they impacted your
reading.

15. Would you recommend this book to others? Why or why not?
- Consider the factors that contribute to your recommendation, such as
writing style, themes, or character development.

Conclusion

Using these West with Giraffes book club questions, you can create a dynamic
and enriching discussion environment for your book club. This novel offers a
unique blend of adventure, emotional depth, and historical context that
invites readers to reflect on their own lives while exploring broader themes.
As you engage with these questions, remember that each participant may have
different interpretations and insights, allowing for a diverse range of
perspectives that can enhance everyone’s reading experience. Happy reading
and discussing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes of resilience are presented in 'West
with Giraffes'?

The novel emphasizes resilience through the characters' struggles against



adversity, showcasing their determination to overcome obstacles both in their
personal lives and during the giraffes' journey.

How does the setting influence the story in 'West
with Giraffes'?

The setting plays a crucial role, as the vast American landscapes and the
historical context of the 1930s shape the characters' experiences and the
challenges they face during their road trip.

What role do the giraffes play in the development of
the main characters?

The giraffes serve as symbols of hope and innocence, pushing the main
characters to confront their own fears and desires, ultimately leading to
personal growth and deeper connections.

How does the author depict the relationship between
humans and animals in the book?

The author explores the deep bond between humans and animals, highlighting
themes of empathy, responsibility, and the impact of human actions on
wildlife.

What lessons about friendship can be drawn from
'West with Giraffes'?

The novel illustrates the importance of loyalty, support, and understanding
in friendships, showcasing how shared experiences can strengthen bonds
between individuals.

In what ways does 'West with Giraffes' address the
issue of conservation?

The book raises awareness about conservation by portraying the plight of
endangered species and the necessity of protecting their habitats,
encouraging readers to reflect on their role in wildlife preservation.

How do the characters' backstories enrich the
narrative in 'West with Giraffes'?

The characters' backstories provide depth and context, revealing their
motivations and vulnerabilities, which enriches the overall narrative and
enhances readers' emotional investment in their journey.



What is the significance of the journey motif in the
novel?

The journey motif symbolizes personal and collective growth, serving as a
metaphor for life's challenges and the transformative power of travel and
adventure.

How does 'West with Giraffes' reflect the historical
context of the Great Depression?

The novel reflects the struggles of the Great Depression by depicting the
economic hardships faced by characters, illustrating the social dynamics of
the time, and showing how these challenges shape their lives and choices.

What narrative techniques does the author use to
engage readers in 'West with Giraffes'?

The author employs vivid imagery, rich character development, and an engaging
first-person narrative style, drawing readers into the emotional landscape of
the story and making them feel connected to the characters and their journey.
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