west with giraffes discussion questions

West with Giraffes discussion questions are essential for readers who want to delve
deeper into the themes, characters, and narratives presented in the novel. "West with
Giraffes" by Lynda Rutledge is a compelling story that intertwines history, adventure, and
emotional growth, all while exploring the relationship between humans and animals. This
article discusses various thought-provoking questions that can enhance your
understanding and appreciation of the book, making it a perfect resource for book clubs,
classrooms, or personal reflection.

Understanding the Plot and Characters

To fully engage with the themes and messages of "West with Giraffes," it's crucial to have
a solid grasp of the plot and its characters. Here are some discussion questions related to
the story and its characters.

Plot-Related Questions

1. What motivated the main character, Woodrow Wilson Nickel, to embark on his journey
with the giraffes?
- Consider how his motivations evolve throughout the story.

2. How does the historical context of the Great Depression affect the characters' decisions
and relationships?
- Reflect on how external circumstances shape their lives.

3. What role do the giraffes play in the narrative, both literally and symbolically?
- Discuss how they represent innocence, freedom, or a connection to nature.

4. How does the author use the road trip motif to explore themes of adventure and

discovery?
- Analyze how the journey parallels Woodrow's personal growth.

Character Development Questions

1. In what ways does Woodrow change from the beginning to the end of the novel?
- Identify key moments that contribute to his character development.

2. How do the supporting characters, such as the truck driver and the other individuals
they encounter, influence Woodrow’s journey?

- Discuss the importance of these relationships in shaping his perspectives.

3. What does the character of the giraffe symbolize for Woodrow and other humans in the



story?
- Explore the emotional connections that develop between humans and animals.

Themes and Messages

The exploration of various themes is central to any literary work. "West with Giraffes"
presents numerous themes that resonate with readers, making them ideal for discussion.

Major Themes to Explore

1. Friendship and Connection
- How does the bond between Woodrow and the giraffes mirror human relationships?
- In what ways do the characters find solace and companionship amidst adversity?

2. The Struggle for Survival

- Discuss the different forms of survival depicted in the novel, both for the animals and the
humans.

- How does the Great Depression serve as a backdrop for survival challenges?

3. Nature and Humanity

- What insights does the novel provide about the relationship between humans and the
natural world?

- How does the treatment of the giraffes reflect broader societal attitudes toward nature?

4. Hope and Resilience

- How do the characters embody hope despite their challenging circumstances?
- Consider how the journey with the giraffes serves as a metaphor for resilience.

Symbolism and Literary Devices

Understanding the author's use of symbolism and literary devices can enhance your
interpretation of the text. Here are some questions focused on these elements.

Symbolism Questions

1. What does the journey west symbolize in the context of the American Dream?
- Analyze how the journey reflects aspirations and the pursuit of a better life.

2. Discuss the significance of the giraffes’ presence in the story.
- How do they represent innocence or the fragility of life?

3. In what ways does the author use the natural landscape as a character in the novel?
- Explore how the setting impacts the narrative and character development.



Literary Devices Questions

1. How does Rutledge use descriptive language to create vivid imagery?
- Provide examples of passages that stood out to you.

2. What narrative techniques does the author employ to engage readers emotionally?
- Discuss the impact of first-person narration versus third-person perspectives.

3. How does the pacing of the story affect your engagement with the plot?
- Consider the balance between action and introspection.

Personal Reflections and Connections

Beyond the text, "West with Giraffes" encourages readers to connect the story to their own
lives and experiences. Here are some questions to facilitate personal reflection and
connection.

Personal Connection Questions

1. How does Woodrow's journey resonate with your own experiences of growth and
change?
- Reflect on personal journeys you have taken.

2. In what ways have animals impacted your life or your perspective on nature?
- Share experiences that shaped your understanding of human-animal relationships.

3. Discuss a time when you faced adversity. How did you find hope and resilience in that
situation?
- Connect personal stories to the themes of the book.

Broader Societal Connections

1. How does the story reflect contemporary issues related to animal conservation or
environmentalism?
- Discuss parallels between the novel and current events.

2. In what ways does "West with Giraffes" challenge societal norms or expectations?
- Explore themes of individuality versus conformity.

3. How can literature like this inspire action or change in society?
- Consider the role of storytelling in raising awareness and fostering empathy.



Conclusion

Engaging with West with Giraffes discussion questions not only deepens your
understanding of the novel but also encourages thoughtful reflection on its themes,
characters, and broader societal implications. Whether for a book club, classroom
discussion, or personal insight, these questions invite readers to explore the rich tapestry
of the narrative and its connections to real-world experiences. As you navigate the journey
alongside Woodrow and the giraffes, may you find not just entertainment, but also
inspiration and growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in "West with
Giraffes'?

The main themes include resilience, the bond between humans and animals, the impact of
historical events on personal lives, and the journey of self-discovery.

How does the setting of the Great Depression influence
the characters' journeys?

The Great Depression creates a backdrop of hardship and struggle, forcing characters to
adapt and persevere, ultimately shaping their relationships and personal growth.

In what ways do the giraffes symbolize hope and change
in the story?

The giraffes represent innocence, the possibility of new beginnings, and the beauty of life
amidst adversity, serving as a catalyst for transformation in the characters' lives.

What role do secondary characters play in the
development of the protagonist?

Secondary characters provide support, conflict, and different perspectives, helping to
challenge and shape the protagonist’s beliefs and choices throughout the narrative.

How does the author use humor to address serious
topics in the book?

Humor is used as a coping mechanism for characters, lightening the mood during dark
times and allowing readers to engage with serious themes in a more relatable way.



What impact does the journey across America have on
the relationships between the characters?

The journey fosters deeper connections by forcing characters to rely on one another,
confront their fears, and share experiences that lead to mutual understanding and growth.

How does the historical context of the giraffes’ arrival in
America enhance the story?

The historical context adds depth, highlighting the significance of wildlife conservation
and the human-animal relationship during a time of change, making the narrative not just
a personal story but also a reflection on society.

What can readers learn about empathy and compassion
through the interactions between humans and giraffes
in the book?

Readers can learn that empathy and compassion are essential for fostering connections,
understanding others’ struggles, and appreciating the beauty of all living beings,
regardless of their differences.
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