what are warrants in writing

Warrants in writing are essential components that help establish the connection between
claims and evidence in argumentative texts. They provide the underlying justification for
why the evidence presented supports the claims made by the writer. Understanding
warrants is crucial for anyone looking to strengthen their writing, especially in academic,
persuasive, or analytical contexts. This article delves into the definition of warrants, their
functions, types, and how to effectively incorporate them into writing to enhance clarity
and persuasiveness.

Understanding Warrants

Warrants serve as the bridge between the claims a writer makes and the evidence they
provide. They are often implicit, meaning that they are not always stated directly in the
text. Instead, a good writer will build warrants into their arguments, allowing readers to
see the logical connections without needing explicit explanations.

Definition of Warrants

A warrant in writing can be defined as a statement or assertion that explains the
reasoning behind a particular claim. It answers the question: "Why is this evidence
relevant to the claim?" By articulating the relationship between evidence and claims,
warrants help readers understand the rationale behind the argument being made.

The Importance of Warrants

Warrants play a significant role in effective writing for several reasons:

1. Clarity: They clarify the relationship between the claim and the evidence, making it
easier for readers to follow the argument.

2. Persuasiveness: Well-constructed warrants can persuade readers to accept the claims
being made, as they see the logical connections.

3. Depth: Including warrants adds depth to arguments, showing that the writer has
thought critically about the evidence and its implications.

4. Coherence: Warrants help maintain coherence in writing, ensuring that all parts of an
argument relate and contribute to the overall message.

Types of Warrants

Warrants can be categorized into several types based on their function and the nature of
the claims they support. Here are some common types of warrants:



1. General Warrants

General warrants are broad statements that apply to a wide range of claims and evidence.
They rely on universally accepted principles, such as logical reasoning or ethical
considerations. For example:

- Claim: "Implementing stricter gun control laws will reduce gun violence."

- Evidence: "Countries with stringent gun laws, like Australia, have seen a significant
decrease in gun-related homicides."

- Warrant: "Stricter laws lead to fewer guns in circulation, which diminishes opportunities
for gun violence."

2. Specific Warrants

Specific warrants are tailored to particular contexts or situations. They are often based on
empirical data or case studies. For example:

- Claim: "Regular exercise improves mental health."

- Evidence: "A study by the American Psychological Association found that individuals who
engage in physical activity experience lower levels of anxiety and depression."

- Warrant: "The correlation between physical activity and improved mental health
indicates that engaging in exercise can be a viable strategy for managing mental health
issues."

3. Value-Based Warrants

Value-based warrants are grounded in ethical or moral principles. They appeal to the
values and beliefs of the audience. For example:

- Claim: "Animal testing for cosmetics should be banned."

- Evidence: "Many alternatives to animal testing exist that are both effective and humane."
- Warrant: "It is unethical to subject animals to suffering for the sake of cosmetic products
that are not essential for human survival.”

How to Identify Warrants in Writing

Identifying warrants in writing can sometimes be challenging, especially when they are
implied rather than stated outright. Here are some strategies to help you pinpoint
warrants in texts:

1. Look for connections: Analyze the relationship between claims and evidence. Ask
yourself how the evidence supports the claim.

2. Ask "why?": When you encounter a claim followed by evidence, ask why that evidence is
relevant. The answer will often lead you to the warrant.



3. Identify assumptions: Warrants often rest on underlying assumptions. Identifying these
assumptions can help clarify the warrant being used.

Crafting Effective Warrants

Writing effective warrants requires careful thought and consideration. Here are some tips
for crafting strong warrants:

1. Be Explicit When Necessary

While some warrants can be implicit, there are times when being explicit is crucial. If the
connection between claim and evidence is not clear, take the time to articulate the
warrant explicitly. This can prevent misunderstandings and strengthen your argument.

2. Ground Warrants in Evidence

Ensure that your warrants are supported by credible evidence. This not only enhances
their strength but also builds trust with your audience.

3. Use Clear and Concise Language

Warrants should be articulated in clear and concise language. Avoid jargon and overly
complex sentences that could confuse readers. The goal is to make the reasoning behind
your claims easily understandable.

4. Tailor Warrants to Your Audience

Consider the values, beliefs, and knowledge of your audience when crafting warrants.
Tailoring your warrants to resonate with your audience can make your argument more
persuasive and relatable.

Examples of Warrants in Writing

To illustrate the concept of warrants further, here are additional examples across different
contexts:



Academic Writing

- Claim: "Climate change is accelerating at an alarming rate."

- Evidence: "Recent data from NASA shows that global temperatures have risen by 1.2
degrees Celsius since the late 19th century."

- Warrant: "The increase in global temperatures is a clear indicator of climate change, as it
aligns with scientific predictions about the impact of greenhouse gas emissions."

Persuasive Writing

- Claim: "School uniforms should be mandatory in public schools."

- Evidence: "A study found that schools with uniform policies have fewer disciplinary
issues and higher student attendance rates."

- Warrant: "Uniforms create a sense of equality among students, reducing distractions and
allowing them to focus more on their education."

Business Writing

- Claim: "Investing in employee training programs leads to higher productivity."

- Evidence: "Companies that invest in training report a 24% higher profit margin than
those that do not."

- Warrant: "Invested training enhances employees' skills and confidence, leading to
improved performance and increased profitability."

Conclusion

In conclusion, warrants in writing are fundamental to constructing coherent and
persuasive arguments. By establishing the connections between claims and evidence,
warrants enhance clarity, depth, and credibility in writing. Understanding the different
types of warrants, how to identify them, and how to craft them effectively can significantly
improve one's writing skills. Whether in academic essays, persuasive articles, or business
proposals, the thoughtful incorporation of warrants helps writers communicate their ideas
more effectively, ultimately leading to more compelling and persuasive arguments.

As writers, mastering the art of warrants can elevate our writing from mere expression to

effective communication, ensuring that our messages resonate with our intended
audiences.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is a warrant in writing?

A warrant in writing refers to a statement or justification that links evidence to a claim,
providing the rationale for why the evidence supports the argument.

How do warrants function in an argumentative essay?

Warrants function as the bridge between the evidence presented and the claim being
made, helping to clarify why the evidence is relevant and convincing.

Can you give an example of a warrant?

For example, if the claim is that 'exercise improves mental health', a warrant might state
that 'research shows physical activity releases endorphins, which enhance mood'.

Why are warrants important in persuasive writing?

Warrants are important because they strengthen the argument by showing the logical
connection between claims and evidence, making the writing more persuasive.

How can writers effectively incorporate warrants into
their work?

Writers can effectively incorporate warrants by clearly stating the reasoning behind their
claims and integrating relevant evidence to support those reasons.

What distinguishes a warrant from a claim and
evidence?

A claim is the assertion being made, evidence is the support provided, and a warrant
explains how the evidence validates the claim.

Are warrants always explicitly stated in writing?

Not always; sometimes warrants are implied. However, making them explicit can enhance
clarity and strengthen the argument.

What are common mistakes to avoid when writing
warrants?

Common mistakes include being vague, failing to connect evidence to the claim, and not
addressing potential counterarguments.
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