what colleges do not accept asl as a
foreign language

What colleges do not accept ASL as a foreign language is a gquestion that many
students and parents often ponder, especially as American Sign Language (ASL)
gains recognition as a legitimate language in its own right. ASL is widely
used within the Deaf community and is considered a complex language with its
own grammar, syntax, and cultural nuances. However, not all colleges and
universities recognize ASL as fulfilling their foreign language requirements.
Understanding which institutions have these policies can help students make
informed decisions about their educational paths.

Understanding Foreign Language Requirements in
Colleges

Many colleges and universities have specific foreign language requirements
that students must meet to be eligible for admission or to graduate. These
requirements can vary significantly from one institution to another. In
general, colleges may require students to demonstrate proficiency in a
foreign language to promote cultural awareness and improve communication
skills.

The Role of ASL in Education

American Sign Language is often viewed as a legitimate language, but its
acceptance varies among educational institutions. Some colleges recognize ASL
as fulfilling foreign language criteria, while others do not. The distinction
often lies in how each institution defines "foreign language" and the
specific requirements they set for their programs.

Colleges That Do Not Accept ASL as a Foreign
Language

While several universities do accept ASL as a foreign language, a number of
them do not. Here’s a list of some colleges and universities known for their
policies regarding ASL:

e University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)

e University of Southern California (USC)

Penn State University
e University of Michigan

e University of Florida



e University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
e University of Texas at Austin

e University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
e University of Washington

e University of Wisconsin-Madison

It’s important to note that policies can change, and students should always
check the latest admissions information directly from the institution or
their websites.

Reasons Why Some Colleges Do Not Accept ASL

There are several reasons why some colleges and universities do not recognize
ASL as a foreign language:

1. Definition of Foreign Language: Many institutions define foreign
languages strictly as those that are spoken and written, often excluding
ASL, which is a visual and gestural language.

2. Curriculum Focus: Some colleges focus on languages that are more widely
spoken globally, which may lead them to prioritize traditional foreign
languages like Spanish, French, or Mandarin over ASL.

3. Accreditation Issues: As ASL programs are often relatively new compared
to traditional foreign language offerings, there may be fewer accredited
programs that meet the standards set by some colleges.

4. Perceptions of ASL: There can be misconceptions about ASL being a simple
form of communication rather than a fully developed language, which may
influence institutional policies.

Alternatives for Students Interested in ASL

For students who are passionate about ASL but find that their chosen college
does not accept it as a foreign language, there are several alternatives to
consider:

1. Research Colleges That Accept ASL

Several colleges and universities do accept ASL as a foreign language. By
focusing on these institutions, students can pursue their interests in ASL
while meeting admission requirements. Some well-known schools that recognize
ASL include:



Gallaudet University

Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT)

California State University, Northridge (CSUN)
e Oregon State University

e Western Washington University

2. Consider Online ASL Courses

If a college does not accept ASL, students may still choose to take ASL
courses online or at community colleges. While these may not fulfill foreign
language requirements, they can provide valuable skills and knowledge.

3. Look for Dual Enrollment Opportunities

Some high schools offer dual enrollment programs that allow students to take
ASL courses for college credit. This can be a way to gain proficiency in ASL
while still meeting general education regquirements.

4. Engage in Extracurricular Activities

Students can participate in ASL clubs, volunteer with the Deaf community, or
engage in internships related to ASL. These experiences can enrich their
understanding of the language and culture, even if they do not formally count
toward foreign language credits.

Conclusion

What colleges do not accept ASL as a foreign language is a significant
question for aspiring students interested in studying ASL. While many
institutions embrace ASL as a valid foreign language, others maintain
traditional views that exclude it. Understanding these varying policies is
crucial for students who wish to incorporate ASL into their academic
journeys. By researching colleges, considering online courses, exploring
extracurricular activities, and keeping abreast of changing policies,
students can navigate foreign language requirements while pursuing their
passion for American Sign Language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some colleges that do not accept ASL as a



foreign language for admission requirements?

Many colleges, especially some public universities and liberal arts colleges,
do not recognize American Sign Language (ASL) as a foreign language. Examples
include institutions like the University of California system and certain Ivy
League schools.

Why do some colleges not accept ASL as a foreign
language?

Some colleges may not accept ASL as a foreign language because they have
specific definitions of what constitutes a 'foreign language', often limiting

it to spoken/written languages. This can be due to historical,
administrative, or curriculum-related reasons.

How can students find out if their preferred college
accepts ASL as a foreign language?

Students can check the admissions requirements on the college's official
website, contact the admissions office directly, or consult academic advisors
at their high schools for guidance.

Are there any states where all colleges accept ASL as
a foreign language?
While some states have colleges that accept ASL, there is no state where all

colleges uniformly accept it as a foreign language. Acceptance varies widely
among institutions.

What should students do if their college does not
accept ASL?

Students should consider taking another foreign language that is accepted, or
they can advocate for ASL recognition by demonstrating its value and
relevance in their applications or through petitions.

Is ASL accepted at community colleges as a foreign
language?

Many community colleges do accept ASL as a foreign language, but this can
vary by institution, so students should verify with the specific community
college they are interested in.

Can taking ASL impact college admissions positively?

Yes, taking ASL can positively impact college admissions by showcasing a
student's commitment to inclusivity and diversity, particularly if the
college values these traits in their applicant pool.

Are there trends in colleges starting to accept ASL
as a foreign language?

Yes, there is a growing trend among some colleges to accept ASL as a foreign



language, reflecting a broader recognition of its importance and the need for
inclusive education.
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