
what do i need to bring to my cpa exam
what do i need to bring to my cpa exam is a common and important question among
candidates preparing for one of the most challenging professional certifications.
Successfully sitting for the CPA exam requires not only thorough knowledge and
preparation but also careful attention to the items and documents that candidates must
bring on exam day. Understanding the necessary materials and identification
requirements can help avoid unnecessary stress or disqualification. This article explores
everything you need to bring to your CPA exam, including identification requirements,
permitted and prohibited items, testing center rules, and tips for ensuring a smooth
testing experience. By the end, candidates will be well-informed and confident about what
to expect and how to prepare their exam day essentials. Below is a detailed table of
contents to guide you through the key topics covered.
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Identification Requirements for the CPA Exam
One of the most critical aspects of what do i need to bring to my cpa exam is proper
identification. The testing centers have strict policies to verify the identity of each
candidate to maintain exam security and integrity. Candidates must present valid,
government-issued photo identification that matches the name on their CPA exam
registration exactly. Failure to provide acceptable identification can result in denial of
entry and forfeiture of exam fees.

Acceptable Forms of Identification
The most commonly accepted forms of ID include:

Driver’s license issued by a U.S. state or territory

United States passport or passport card

Permanent resident card (Green Card)

Military identification card



State-issued identification card

International candidates may be required to present a valid passport and possibly
additional documentation depending on the testing location. It is essential to check the
specific requirements of the testing center and the state board of accountancy.

Name Consistency and Expiration Dates
The name on the identification must exactly match the name used during the registration
process. Any discrepancies, such as nicknames, initials, or missing middle names, may
cause denial of entry. Additionally, the ID must be current and not expired. Expired
identification is typically not accepted, so candidates should verify the validity of their
documents well in advance.

Permitted Items to Bring to the CPA Exam
Knowing what is allowed inside the testing room is another crucial component when
considering what do i need to bring to my cpa exam. The CPA exam is administered in a
highly controlled environment with strict rules about what materials can accompany
candidates. Generally, personal items must be stored outside the testing room, but some
essential items are permitted.

Essential Items Allowed
The following items are commonly allowed in the testing room:

Valid, approved identification as described above

Comfortable clothing, as exam rooms can vary in temperature

Prescription eyeglasses or contact lenses (without cases or solution)

Personal items placed in designated lockers or storage areas provided by the testing
center

Personal calculators are not permitted; instead, the CPA exam software provides an on-
screen calculator for use during the test. Writing materials such as scratch paper and
pencils are typically supplied by the testing center as well.

Use of Testing Center Materials
Testing centers provide all necessary tools for exam completion, including:

Scratch paper or laminated boards with markers



On-screen calculator

Headphones for audio sections if applicable

Candidates do not need to bring any study materials, notes, or electronic devices, as these
are strictly prohibited.

Prohibited Items and Restrictions
Understanding what do i need to bring to my cpa exam also involves knowing what cannot
be brought into the testing area. The CPA exam enforces a zero-tolerance policy for
prohibited items to maintain exam security and fairness for all candidates.

Commonly Prohibited Items
The following items are generally forbidden inside the testing room:

Cell phones, smartphones, smartwatches, or any electronic devices

Notes, textbooks, or any study aids

Personal calculators

Bags, purses, wallets, or backpacks

Food, drinks, or gum

Hats or hooded clothing that obscures the face

Headphones or earbuds not provided by the testing center

Any attempt to bring or use prohibited items during the exam may result in immediate
dismissal and invalidation of scores.

Security Screening and Checks
Testing centers conduct thorough security screenings before candidates enter the exam
room. This may include metal detectors, visual inspections, and verification of
identification. Candidates should be prepared to comply with all security procedures and
remove prohibited items upon request.



Testing Center Rules and Procedures
Familiarity with testing center protocols is essential when determining what do i need to
bring to my cpa exam. Each testing location follows standardized procedures to ensure a
fair and consistent testing environment.

Arrival Time and Check-In Process
Candidates are typically advised to arrive at least 30 minutes before their scheduled exam
appointment. Early arrival allows sufficient time for check-in, identity verification, and
security screening. Late arrivals may be denied entry. During check-in, candidates will
need to present their identification and may be asked to store personal belongings in
lockers or designated areas.

Breaks and Exam Timing
The CPA exam consists of multiple sections with strict timing and scheduled breaks.
Candidates should be aware of the rules regarding breaks, which often require them to
remain on testing center premises and follow sign-out procedures. Items brought during
breaks should comply with testing center policies.

Tips for Preparing Your CPA Exam Materials
Proper preparation for what do i need to bring to my cpa exam involves more than just
gathering items; it requires organization and verification to minimize stress on exam day.

Checklist for Exam Day Essentials
Creating a checklist can help ensure nothing important is forgotten. A sample checklist
includes:

Valid government-issued photo ID matching registration name1.

Appointment confirmation or scheduling notice (if required)2.

Comfortable clothing appropriate for the testing environment3.

Any necessary medications (with prior approval if needed)4.

Cash or payment method for parking or transportation fees5.



Verifying Requirements Before Exam Day
It is advisable to review the testing center’s specific policies and the state board of
accountancy’s requirements ahead of time. This includes checking for any updates on
identification rules, prohibited items, or procedural changes. Candidates should also
confirm the location and directions to the testing center well in advance to avoid delays.

Preparing Mentally and Physically
While not a physical item, adequate rest, hydration, and nutrition are critical components
of exam day preparation. Arriving well-rested and calm can enhance focus and
performance, complementing the physical preparations for the CPA exam.

Frequently Asked Questions

What identification do I need to bring to my CPA exam?
You must bring a valid, government-issued photo ID, such as a driver's license or passport,
that matches the name on your exam application.

Am I allowed to bring any study materials or notes to
the CPA exam?
No, the CPA exam is a closed-book exam. You are not allowed to bring any study materials,
notes, or reference books into the testing center.

Do I need to bring a calculator for the CPA exam?
No, personal calculators are not allowed. The testing center provides an on-screen
calculator for the CPA exam.

What personal items am I permitted to bring to the CPA
exam testing center?
You can bring your ID, appointment confirmation, and necessary personal items like
eyeglasses or hearing aids. However, all bags, phones, and electronic devices must be left
outside the testing area.

Is there a dress code or specific clothing I should wear
to the CPA exam?
There is no official dress code, but it is recommended to dress comfortably and in layers,
as testing centers can vary in temperature.



What documents should I bring to verify my CPA exam
eligibility at the testing center?
Bring your Notice to Schedule (NTS) confirmation and a valid government-issued photo ID
to verify your eligibility and identity at the testing center.

Additional Resources
1. CPA Exam Essentials: What to Pack and How to Prepare
This book offers a comprehensive guide on everything candidates need to bring to the CPA
exam. It details essential documents, identification requirements, and recommended study
materials. The author also shares practical tips on organizing your exam day kit to
minimize stress and maximize focus.

2. The Ultimate CPA Exam Checklist
Designed as a straightforward checklist, this book helps candidates systematically prepare
for the CPA exam day. It covers items from identification to permitted calculators, along
with advice on what not to bring. The concise format makes it easy to review and ensure
nothing is forgotten.

3. CPA Exam Day Survival Guide
Beyond just what to bring, this guide offers strategies for managing exam day anxiety and
practical tips for smooth entry into the testing center. It includes a detailed list of required
and suggested items, including snacks, water, and appropriate clothing. The book also
explains exam center policies to avoid common pitfalls.

4. What Every CPA Candidate Should Bring
Focused specifically on the materials and documents needed for the CPA exam, this book
clarifies often confusing requirements. It explains the importance of valid IDs, admission
tickets, and the approved calculator models. Additionally, it provides advice on packing
efficiently and preparing mentally.

5. Preparing for the CPA Exam: A Complete Guide
While this book covers comprehensive exam preparation, it dedicates a significant section
on what to bring on test day. It outlines the official rules regarding personal belongings
and offers suggestions for comfort items. The guide also emphasizes the importance of
early preparation to avoid last-minute stress.

6. CPA Exam Rules and What to Bring
This book is an authoritative resource on the official policies regarding items allowed and
prohibited in the CPA exam testing centers. It details identification protocols, calculator
policies, and tips for complying with security measures. Candidates will find clear
explanations to ensure a smooth exam day experience.

7. Checklist for CPA Exam Success
A practical workbook that includes a detailed packing list tailored to the CPA exam. It
helps candidates organize study materials, necessary identification, and personal comfort
items. The book also provides motivational advice to help maintain focus and confidence
during the exam.



8. Essential Supplies for the CPA Exam
This guide focuses exclusively on the physical items candidates should bring to the CPA
exam. It discusses the types of IDs accepted, the calculators permitted, and recommended
accessories like earplugs or snacks. The book also addresses common questions about
what is and isn’t allowed at the testing center.

9. CPA Exam Preparation and Day-of Checklist
Combining preparation strategies with a detailed day-of checklist, this book ensures
candidates are fully equipped for exam day. It covers documentation, permitted materials,
and tips for arriving early and ready. The author also shares anecdotes from successful
candidates to provide encouragement and practical insights.
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