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what dreams may come richard matheson is a phrase that often sparks curiosity about the
connection between the renowned author Richard Matheson and the acclaimed story "What Dreams
May Come." This article delves into the origins, themes, and adaptations related to this work,
exploring Matheson's influence and contributions to literature and film. While the 1998 film "What
Dreams May Come" is primarily based on a novel by Richard Matheson, his unique style and
storytelling have made a significant impact on the narrative’s reception. This comprehensive
examination includes an overview of the novel, its plot and themes, Matheson's literary background,
and the legacy of the story in popular culture. Readers will gain insights into how the philosophical
and emotional dimensions of the story align with Matheson’s broader body of work. The following
sections provide a structured exploration of these topics for a thorough understanding of "what
dreams may come richard matheson."
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Richard Matheson: An Overview
Richard Matheson was an influential American author known for his work in science fiction, fantasy,
and horror genres. Born in 1926, Matheson’s writing career spanned several decades during which he
penned numerous novels, short stories, and screenplays. His work often explored themes of human
psychology, mortality, and the supernatural, which resonated widely with audiences and critics alike.
Matheson’s unique narrative voice and ability to blend speculative fiction with deep emotional
undercurrents set him apart in the literary world. He contributed significantly to popular culture, with
several of his stories adapted into films and television shows. Among his most notable works are “I
Am Legend,” “Hell House,” and “What Dreams May Come,” the latter of which has attracted lasting
attention for its philosophical and spiritual explorations.

Career Highlights and Style
Matheson’s writing style is characterized by clear prose, compelling characters, and innovative plots
that often challenge conventional ideas about life and death. His storytelling frequently incorporates
elements of suspense and psychological depth, making his narratives both engaging and thought-
provoking. Throughout his career, Matheson won several awards and influenced a generation of
writers and filmmakers. His ability to blend genres and explore existential themes remains a hallmark
of his literary identity.



The Novel "What Dreams May Come"
"What Dreams May Come" is a novel written by Richard Matheson, first published in 1978. The story is
a profound exploration of life after death, love, and the human soul’s journey beyond the physical
world. It centers on the protagonist, Chris Nielsen, who dies in a car accident and navigates the
afterlife to reunite with his wife. The novel’s imaginative depiction of heaven and hell, as well as its
philosophical undertones, have made it a significant contribution to speculative fiction.

Plot Summary
The narrative follows Chris Nielsen’s experiences after death, detailing his passage through an
ethereal afterlife shaped by the thoughts and emotions of its inhabitants. As Chris explores this new
realm, he learns about the consequences of his actions, the power of love, and the possibility of
redemption. The story also addresses the pain of loss and the hope of reunion, portraying a vivid and
emotional journey that challenges readers to consider their beliefs about mortality and the afterlife.

Key Characters

Chris Nielsen: The protagonist who dies and explores the afterlife.

Ann Nielsen: Chris’s wife whose fate becomes central to the plot.

Albert: A guide who assists Chris in understanding the afterlife.

Thematic Elements in "What Dreams May Come"
The novel explores several core themes that reflect Richard Matheson’s interests in spirituality,
human emotion, and metaphysical questions. These themes contribute to the story’s depth and have
inspired much discussion among readers and scholars.

Life After Death and the Afterlife
One of the primary themes is the depiction of life after death. Matheson presents an afterlife that is
subjective and influenced by individual perception, emphasizing the soul’s continuity beyond physical
demise. This concept challenges traditional religious views and invites reflection on the nature of
existence.

Love and Redemption
Love serves as a powerful force throughout the narrative, motivating Chris to overcome obstacles and
seek reunion with his wife. Redemption is portrayed as a journey of self-discovery and forgiveness,
highlighting human capacity for growth even after death.



Emotional and Psychological Exploration
The novel delves into the emotional states of grief, hope, despair, and acceptance. Matheson’s
portrayal of these feelings grounds the metaphysical story in relatable human experiences, enhancing
its emotional impact.

Adaptations and Legacy
The impact of "What Dreams May Come" extends beyond the novel itself through various adaptations,
most notably the 1998 film of the same name. These adaptations have contributed to the story’s
enduring popularity and cultural significance.

The 1998 Film Adaptation
The film "What Dreams May Come," directed by Vincent Ward and starring Robin Williams, brought
Matheson’s novel to a wider audience. While the movie differs in some plot details from the book, it
retains the central themes of love, afterlife, and redemption. The visually stunning portrayal of
heaven and hell in the film received critical acclaim and won an Academy Award for Best Visual
Effects.

Other Media and Influence
Besides the film, the story’s themes have influenced other creative works in literature, television, and
philosophical discussions. Matheson’s novel remains a reference point in conversations about the
afterlife and spiritual fiction.

Impact on Literature and Film
"What Dreams May Come" has had a lasting effect on both literary and cinematic portrayals of
metaphysical subjects. Richard Matheson’s approach to blending emotional depth with speculative
concepts has inspired numerous writers and filmmakers.

Influence on Genre Fiction
Matheson’s novel contributed to the evolution of speculative and spiritual fiction by integrating
profound human questions with imaginative storytelling. This hybrid approach has encouraged more
nuanced explorations of life, death, and beyond in genre literature.

Legacy in Popular Culture
The story’s impact is evident in its continued presence in discussions about the afterlife and its
recognition in popular media. The emotional resonance and philosophical insights of "What Dreams
May Come" have helped it maintain relevance across decades.



Key Contributions to Film

Innovative visual effects depicting the afterlife

Emphasis on emotional storytelling in fantasy cinema

Encouragement of philosophical themes in mainstream movies

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'What Dreams May Come' by Richard Matheson
about?
'What Dreams May Come' is a novel by Richard Matheson that explores themes of life after death,
love, and the afterlife. It follows the story of a man who dies and journeys through the afterlife to
reunite with his wife.

Is 'What Dreams May Come' by Richard Matheson based on
true events?
No, 'What Dreams May Come' is a work of fiction. It is a fantasy novel that delves into imaginative
concepts of the afterlife and personal transformation.

How does Richard Matheson portray the afterlife in 'What
Dreams May Come'?
Matheson portrays the afterlife as a vivid, surreal, and personalized realm where the environment
reflects the emotions and memories of the souls residing there. It is depicted as a place of both
beauty and challenge.

Was 'What Dreams May Come' adapted into a movie?
Yes, 'What Dreams May Come' was adapted into a film in 1998 starring Robin Williams. The movie
visually represents the novel's themes of the afterlife and eternal love.

What themes are central to 'What Dreams May Come' by
Richard Matheson?
Central themes include love transcending death, the nature of the afterlife, redemption, and the
power of the human spirit to overcome despair.



How is Richard Matheson's writing style reflected in 'What
Dreams May Come'?
Matheson's writing in 'What Dreams May Come' is known for its emotional depth, vivid imagery, and
philosophical insights, making complex ideas about life and death accessible to readers.

Why is 'What Dreams May Come' considered a significant
work in speculative fiction?
'What Dreams May Come' is significant because it combines speculative elements with profound
emotional and philosophical questions, influencing how afterlife narratives are approached in
literature and film.

Additional Resources
1. What Dreams May Come by Richard Matheson
This novel explores the journey of Chris Nielsen after his death, as he navigates the afterlife in search
of his wife. Blending elements of fantasy, romance, and philosophical inquiry, the story delves deeply
into themes of love, loss, and redemption. Matheson’s vivid descriptions of heaven and hell challenge
traditional notions of the afterlife.

2. Bid Time Return by Richard Matheson
Also known as "Somewhere in Time," this novel tells the story of a man who travels back in time to
meet and be with the woman he loves. It combines romance with elements of time travel and
explores the power of memory and destiny. The book inspired a cult classic film adaptation.

3. Elsewhere by Gabrielle Zevin
This novel follows the story of a teenager who dies and finds herself in a place called Elsewhere,
where people age backward until they are reborn. The book offers a unique perspective on life, death,
and the process of letting go. It’s a touching and imaginative exploration of the afterlife.

4. The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold
Told from the perspective of a young girl who has been murdered, this novel explores her
observations of her family and her killer from the afterlife. It grapples with themes of grief, justice,
and the impact of loss on those left behind. The story is both haunting and hopeful.

5. Heaven is for Real by Todd Burpo
A nonfiction account of a young boy who claims to have visited heaven during a near-death
experience. This book provides a personal and heartfelt look at the afterlife through the eyes of a
child. It has inspired many readers with its messages of faith and hope.

6. The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom
This novel follows the story of an elderly man who dies and meets five individuals who explain the
meaning and impact of his life. It’s a reflective and uplifting exploration of interconnectedness and the
unseen significance of everyday actions. Albom’s storytelling encourages readers to find meaning in
their own lives.

7. Good Omens by Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett



A comedic take on the apocalypse, this novel features an angel and a demon teaming up to prevent
the end of the world. While more humorous and satirical, it touches on themes of good, evil, and the
complexities of human nature. The book offers a fresh perspective on celestial beings and fate.

8. The Time Traveler’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger
A love story complicated by involuntary time travel, this novel explores themes of love, loss, and the
fluidity of time. The characters’ experiences challenge conventional ideas about destiny and
relationships. It’s a poignant and imaginative narrative that resonates with readers who appreciate
emotional depth.

9. Shadowland by Peter Straub
This novel blends supernatural horror with psychological exploration as two boys discover a
mysterious and magical estate. Themes of reality, dreams, and the unknown intertwine, creating a
haunting atmosphere. Straub’s work is known for its eerie storytelling and complex characters,
appealing to fans of speculative fiction.
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