
what is cubing in writing

what is cubing in writing is a creative strategy used to enhance ideas, improve critical
thinking, and develop comprehensive writing skills. This technique involves examining a
subject from multiple perspectives, much like viewing a cube from different sides, to gain
a deeper understanding and generate various angles for exploration. Cubing in writing
encourages writers to analyze topics in a structured way by focusing on distinct aspects
such as description, comparison, association, analysis, application, and argumentation. It
is especially useful in academic settings, brainstorming sessions, and content
development, offering an organized method to expand ideas and overcome writer’s block.
By employing cubing, writers can produce richer, more nuanced content that resonates
with diverse audiences. This article will delve into the definition of cubing in writing, its
benefits, how to apply the technique, and practical examples to illustrate its effectiveness.
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Understanding Cubing in Writing
Cubing in writing is an instructional strategy that asks writers to explore a topic by
examining it through six distinct lenses, akin to the six faces of a cube. Each face
represents a different approach or prompt designed to stimulate critical thinking and
encourage a multidimensional analysis. This method goes beyond superficial
understanding and promotes a thorough exploration of ideas, which can be particularly
useful for developing essays, reports, and creative writing projects. The six perspectives
typically used in cubing include describing, comparing, associating, analyzing, applying,
and arguing, each prompting the writer to consider unique aspects of the subject matter.

The Six Faces of Cubing
Each face of the cube corresponds to a specific prompt that guides the writer’s thinking:

Describe: Provide detailed characteristics or features of the topic.

Compare: Identify similarities and differences between the topic and other related
subjects.



Associate: Connect the topic to related ideas, experiences, or concepts.

Analyze: Break down the topic into parts and examine its components critically.

Apply: Consider practical uses or implications of the topic in real-world scenarios.

Argue: Take a position or express an opinion about the topic, supporting it with
evidence.

Benefits of Using Cubing for Writers
Utilizing cubing in writing offers numerous advantages that contribute to improved
writing quality and enhanced cognitive skills. This technique fosters comprehensive
understanding, encourages creativity, and supports the development of critical thinking.
Writers learn to view topics from multiple viewpoints, which broadens their analytical
capabilities and enriches their content. Cubing also helps structure thoughts
systematically, making it easier to organize paragraphs and develop coherent arguments.
Additionally, it serves as an effective tool to overcome writer’s block by providing clear
prompts, thereby facilitating a smoother writing process.

Enhances Critical Thinking and Creativity
Cubing compels writers to think beyond the obvious, enabling them to discover new
insights and connections. By systematically addressing different facets of a topic, writers
develop a more nuanced perspective and innovative ideas.

Improves Writing Organization and Depth
Breaking down the topic into distinct analytical angles helps writers create well-organized
content with balanced coverage. This depth ensures that writing is detailed and
persuasive, catering to informed readers.

Supports Diverse Writing Contexts
Whether for academic essays, creative projects, or professional reports, cubing adapts
well to various writing demands, promoting versatility and adaptability in writing
approaches.

How to Practice Cubing in Writing
Implementing cubing in writing involves a straightforward process that can be adapted for
individual or group use. Writers begin by selecting a topic and then systematically



responding to prompts related to each face of the cube. This methodical exploration
encourages thorough brainstorming and comprehensive content development. The process
can be completed in writing, orally, or through discussion, making it suitable for
classroom activities, workshops, and personal writing practice.

Step-by-Step Cubing Process

Select a topic: Choose a subject that requires exploration or development.1.

Describe the topic: Write detailed descriptions focusing on characteristics and2.
qualities.

Compare the topic: Identify similarities and differences with other subjects.3.

Associate ideas: Connect the topic to related concepts or personal experiences.4.

Analyze components: Break the topic down to examine its parts and their5.
relationships.

Apply the topic: Consider how the topic works in practical or real-world situations.6.

Argue a position: Present a viewpoint or opinion supported by reasoning or7.
evidence.

Incorporating Cubing into Writing Practice
Writers can incorporate cubing as a pre-writing activity to generate ideas or as a revision
tool to deepen content. It can also be used to prepare for debates, presentations, or
research projects by fostering a multifaceted understanding of the subject.

Practical Examples of Cubing
To illustrate the effectiveness of cubing in writing, consider a topic such as “Renewable
Energy.” Applying the cubing technique helps develop a comprehensive essay or report by
exploring the topic from each angle systematically.

Example: Cubing “Renewable Energy”

Describe: Renewable energy refers to power generated from natural resources that
replenish over time, such as solar, wind, and hydroelectric sources.

Compare: Unlike fossil fuels, renewable energy produces little to no greenhouse gas



emissions and is sustainable long term.

Associate: Renewable energy is linked to environmental conservation, technological
innovation, and economic development.

Analyze: The effectiveness of renewable energy depends on factors like geographic
location, technology cost, and energy storage capabilities.

Apply: Governments can implement policies promoting renewable energy to reduce
carbon footprints and enhance energy security.

Argue: Investing in renewable energy is essential for combating climate change and
ensuring a sustainable future.

Tips for Maximizing the Cubing Technique
To gain the most from cubing in writing, certain strategies can enhance its effectiveness
and integration into writing workflows. These tips help maintain focus, encourage
thorough analysis, and promote the generation of high-quality content.

Be Specific and Detailed
When responding to each face of the cube, provide concrete examples, vivid descriptions,
and clear explanations to deepen understanding and engagement.

Use Cubing Regularly
Consistent practice with cubing develops familiarity and fluency, making it an intuitive
part of the writing process that enhances idea generation and organization.

Adapt Cubing to Different Topics
Customize the six perspectives to suit the nature of the topic or writing assignment,
allowing flexibility while maintaining the core analytical framework.

Combine Cubing with Other Techniques
Integrate cubing with brainstorming, mind mapping, or outlining to create a
comprehensive approach to writing preparation and development.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is cubing in writing?
Cubing in writing is a brainstorming strategy where a topic is explored from six different
perspectives, similar to the six sides of a cube, to develop deeper understanding and
generate ideas.

How does cubing help improve writing skills?
Cubing helps improve writing skills by encouraging writers to examine a topic from
multiple angles, fostering critical thinking, creativity, and comprehensive analysis.

What are the six perspectives used in cubing?
The six perspectives typically used in cubing are describing, comparing, associating,
analyzing, applying, and arguing about the topic.

Can cubing be used for all types of writing?
Yes, cubing is a versatile technique that can be applied to various types of writing,
including essays, creative writing, reports, and persuasive pieces.

How do I start a cubing exercise in writing?
To start cubing, write your topic in the center of a page or cube diagram, then explore and
write down thoughts related to the six different prompts or perspectives on each side.

Is cubing useful for overcoming writer’s block?
Absolutely, cubing is an effective tool for overcoming writer’s block as it prompts new
ideas and viewpoints, helping writers move past stagnation.

Where did the concept of cubing in writing originate?
The concept of cubing in writing was popularized by education experts as a creative
thinking and writing strategy, often used in classrooms to enhance students’ analytical
and expressive abilities.

Additional Resources
1. “Cubing: A Strategy for Critical Thinking and Writing”
This book explores the cubing technique as a multifaceted approach to enhance critical
thinking and writing skills. It guides readers on how to examine a topic from six different
perspectives—describing, comparing, associating, analyzing, applying, and arguing. By
using cubing, writers can develop richer ideas and more comprehensive essays.



2. “Writing with Cubes: Unlocking Creativity in Composition”
Focused on creative writing, this title demonstrates how the cubing method can inspire
originality and depth in storytelling and essays. It offers practical exercises that prompt
writers to explore subjects through multiple angles, fostering innovation and varied
expression. The book is ideal for students and educators seeking to invigorate the writing
process.

3. “Cubing Techniques for Academic Writing Success”
This resource is tailored for students aiming to improve their academic writing through
structured thinking. It explains how cubing helps break down complex topics into
manageable parts, making research and argumentation clearer. The text includes sample
prompts and model essays to illustrate effective cubing applications.

4. “The Cubing Method: Enhancing Critical Analysis and Writing”
A comprehensive guide to using cubing for analytical writing, this book emphasizes
critical thinking by encouraging writers to explore a subject from diverse viewpoints. It
helps readers build stronger arguments and nuanced interpretations, benefiting both
persuasive and expository writing tasks. The book also discusses how to integrate cubing
with other writing strategies.

5. “Cubing in the Classroom: Teaching Writing through Multiple Perspectives”
Designed for educators, this book provides lesson plans and activities to implement cubing
in writing instruction. It highlights how cubing can engage students, improve their
reasoning, and expand their ability to articulate ideas. The text includes tips for adapting
the method across grade levels and writing genres.

6. “Beyond the Cube: Advanced Writing Strategies for Critical Thinking”
This title delves into advanced techniques building upon the basic cubing method to
further refine writing and analytical skills. It introduces variations of cubing and other
complementary strategies that challenge writers to deepen their inquiry and creativity.
The book is suited for writers looking to elevate their academic or professional writing.

7. “Cubing for ESL Writers: Developing Fluency and Confidence”
Targeted at English as a Second Language learners, this book uses cubing to enhance
language proficiency and writing confidence. By exploring topics through multiple
dimensions, ESL writers can practice vocabulary, sentence structure, and expression more
effectively. The book includes exercises and examples tailored to common ESL challenges.

8. “Critical Thinking and Writing with Cubing: A Practical Workbook”
This workbook offers hands-on practice with cubing as a tool for improving critical
thinking and writing skills. It contains prompts, guided questions, and space for writing
responses, making it ideal for self-study or classroom use. The interactive format
encourages active engagement and skill development.

9. “The Writer’s Cube: A Step-by-Step Guide to Idea Development”
Focusing on the initial stages of writing, this guide helps writers generate and organize
ideas using the cubing approach. It breaks down the process into clear steps that facilitate
brainstorming, research, and outlining. The book is useful for writers who struggle with
starting their essays or projects.
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