
what is dr jekyll and mr hyde about

what is dr jekyll and mr hyde about is a question that delves into one of the most famous works of

gothic literature by Robert Louis Stevenson. This novella explores the dual nature of humanity, the

conflict between good and evil, and the complexities of identity. It tells the story of Dr. Henry Jekyll, a

respectable scientist who creates a potion that transforms him into the malevolent Mr. Edward Hyde.

The narrative examines themes of morality, the consequences of unchecked desires, and the struggle

for self-control. Understanding what is dr jekyll and mr hyde about provides insight into Victorian

society’s fears and the timeless battle within the human psyche. This article will guide readers through

the plot, characters, themes, and cultural impact of this classic tale.
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Plot Overview of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

The story of what is dr jekyll and mr hyde about centers on Dr. Henry Jekyll, a well-respected London

physician and scientist. Jekyll becomes fascinated with the duality of human nature—the idea that

every person harbors both good and evil impulses. To explore this concept, he develops a chemical

potion that transforms him into Edward Hyde, a manifestation of his darker desires and immoral



instincts. As Hyde, Jekyll commits a series of increasingly violent and cruel acts, which shock the

community and threaten his reputation.

The narrative unfolds through the eyes of Mr. Gabriel John Utterson, Jekyll’s lawyer and confidant,

who investigates the mysterious connection between Jekyll and Hyde. The tension escalates as

Hyde’s actions become more brutal and Jekyll struggles to control the transformations. Eventually, the

dual identities collide in a dramatic conclusion that reveals the dangers of tampering with human

nature. This plot effectively illustrates the novella’s exploration of identity, secrecy, and the

consequences of indulgence in evil.

Key Plot Points

Introduction of Dr. Henry Jekyll and his respectable social standing.

Creation and use of the transformative potion.

Emergence of Mr. Edward Hyde and his criminal behavior.

Utterson’s investigation into the link between Jekyll and Hyde.

Jekyll’s loss of control over his transformations.

The ultimate revelation of Jekyll’s dual identity and Hyde’s demise.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The characters in what is dr jekyll and mr hyde about are essential to understanding the novella’s

deeper meanings. Each character embodies different facets of Victorian society and human nature.

The complex relationship between Jekyll and Hyde serves as a metaphor for internal conflict, while



supporting characters provide perspective and drive the plot forward.

Dr. Henry Jekyll

Dr. Jekyll is a respected, well-mannered scientist who represents the socially acceptable persona. His

curiosity about the human psyche and desire to separate good from evil within himself lead him to

create the transformative potion. Jekyll’s struggle with his darker self reflects the duality of man and

the risks of suppressing one’s true nature.

Mr. Edward Hyde

Mr. Hyde is Jekyll’s alter ego, embodying pure evil and immorality. He is smaller in stature but far

more violent and uninhibited than Jekyll. Hyde’s actions reveal the dark side of humanity that society

often denies or hides. His presence causes fear and chaos, symbolizing the destructive potential of

unchecked impulses.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson

Utterson, Jekyll’s lawyer and friend, acts as the story’s moral compass and investigator. His rational

and cautious nature contrasts with the chaos introduced by Hyde. Utterson’s pursuit of the truth helps

unravel the mystery and highlights Victorian values of order and propriety.

Other Supporting Characters

Dr. Hastie Lanyon: A colleague who represents scientific skepticism and disbelief in Jekyll’s

experiments.

Poole: Jekyll’s loyal butler who becomes concerned about his master’s behavior.



Sir Danvers Carew: A victim of Hyde’s violence, whose murder escalates the story’s tension.

Themes and Symbolism in the Story

Exploring what is dr jekyll and mr hyde about requires an understanding of its rich thematic content

and symbolism. Stevenson’s novella delves into psychological, moral, and social issues through vivid

imagery and allegory.

The Duality of Human Nature

The central theme is the coexistence of good and evil within a single individual. Jekyll and Hyde

symbolize these opposing forces, illustrating that everyone has the capacity for both moral virtue and

depravity. The story questions whether it is possible or desirable to separate these elements.

Science and Morality

The novella critiques the Victorian era’s faith in science and progress by showing how scientific

experimentation can have dangerous ethical consequences. Jekyll’s potion represents the hubris of

attempting to control or alter human nature artificially.

Repression and Victorian Society

Stevenson reflects on the strict social codes of the 19th century that forced individuals to hide their

true desires. Hyde’s emergence is a metaphor for the dark impulses repressed by societal

expectations. The story suggests that repression can lead to destructive outcomes.



Symbols and Motifs

The Potion: Symbolizes the attempt to divide and control human nature.

Foggy London Streets: Represent confusion, secrecy, and the blurred line between good and

evil.

The Door: A physical and metaphorical threshold between Jekyll’s respectable world and Hyde’s

sinister one.

The Historical and Cultural Context

Understanding what is dr jekyll and mr hyde about also involves examining its Victorian context.

Published in 1886, the novella reflects contemporary anxieties about morality, identity, and scientific

advancement.

Victorian Morality and Social Norms

The rigid codes of conduct during the Victorian era emphasized public respectability and suppressed

open discussion about vice and immorality. Stevenson’s story critiques the duplicity required to

maintain such facades and exposes the dangers of living a double life.

Scientific Progress and Ethical Concerns

The late 19th century was a period of rapid scientific discovery, including advances in medicine and

psychology. However, such progress raised questions about the limits of experimentation and the

ethical implications of manipulating human nature, as exemplified by Jekyll’s experiments.



Psychological Developments

While psychology was in its infancy during Stevenson’s time, the novella anticipates concepts such as

the unconscious mind and split personality. It explores how conflicting desires can coexist and

influence behavior, a theme that resonates with modern psychological theories.

Legacy and Influence of the Novella

The impact of what is dr jekyll and mr hyde about extends beyond literature into popular culture,

psychology, and moral philosophy. The story remains a powerful exploration of human nature and the

consequences of duality.

Literary Influence

The novella has influenced countless works in the horror and psychological thriller genres. Its portrayal

of dual identities has become a common trope in storytelling, inspiring adaptations in theater, film, and

television.

Cultural References

The terms “Jekyll and Hyde” are widely used in everyday language to describe someone with a dual

personality or unpredictable behavior. This cultural penetration underscores the story’s enduring

relevance.

Psychological and Philosophical Impact

The tale is often cited in discussions about the nature of good and evil, identity, and the psychology of

the self. It raises important questions about the human capacity for change and the ethical limits of

scientific intervention.



Notable Adaptations

Stage plays and musicals exploring the dual character.1.

Numerous film adaptations from the early 20th century to modern cinema.2.

Radio dramas and television series inspired by the story.3.

Graphic novels and reinterpretations in various media forms.4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde' about?

'Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde' is about a scientist, Dr. Henry Jekyll, who creates a potion that transforms him

into his evil alter ego, Mr. Edward Hyde, exploring the duality of human nature.

Who wrote 'Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde'?

The novella 'Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde' was written by Robert Louis Stevenson and first published in

1886.

What is the main theme of 'Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde'?

The main theme is the duality of human nature, showing the struggle between good and evil within a

single person.



Why does Dr Jekyll create Mr Hyde?

Dr Jekyll creates Mr Hyde to separate his darker impulses from his respectable self and to indulge in

immoral acts without damaging his reputation.

How does 'Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde' explore the concept of identity?

The story explores identity by depicting how one person can have multiple facets, with Dr Jekyll and

Mr Hyde representing the conflicting sides of a single identity.

What genre does 'Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde' belong to?

'Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde' is a gothic novella that blends horror, psychological thriller, and science fiction

elements.

How has 'Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde' influenced popular culture?

The story has influenced popular culture by becoming a symbol for dual personalities and internal

conflict, inspiring countless adaptations in film, theater, and literature.

What is the moral lesson in 'Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde'?

The moral lesson is that suppressing or denying one’s darker impulses can lead to disastrous

consequences, highlighting the importance of acknowledging all aspects of human nature.

Additional Resources

1. The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson

This classic novella explores the duality of human nature through the story of Dr. Henry Jekyll, a

scientist who creates a potion to separate his good and evil selves. When he transforms into the

sinister Mr. Hyde, he unleashes a dark, violent side that threatens to consume him. The book delves

into themes of identity, morality, and the battle between good and evil within a person.



2. Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

This Gothic novel tells the story of Victor Frankenstein, a scientist who creates a living being from

dead tissue. The creature he brings to life struggles with rejection and isolation, leading to tragic

consequences. Like Jekyll and Hyde, it explores the dangers of unchecked scientific ambition and the

dual nature of humanity.

3. Dracula by Bram Stoker

A seminal work of Gothic horror, this novel presents Count Dracula, a vampire who embodies the

struggle between civilized society and primal, predatory instincts. The story explores themes of identity,

the supernatural, and the conflict between good and evil, similar to the internal battles faced by Dr.

Jekyll.

4. The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde

This novel follows Dorian Gray, a man who remains eternally youthful while a portrait of him ages and

reveals his moral corruption. It examines the consequences of living a double life and the corruption of

the soul, paralleling the dual existence of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.

5. Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky

This psychological novel delves into the mind of Raskolnikov, a man who commits murder and

grapples with guilt and redemption. It explores themes of morality, conscience, and the complexity of

human nature, resonating with the inner conflict portrayed in Jekyll and Hyde.

6. The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka

Kafka’s novella tells the surreal story of Gregor Samsa, who wakes up transformed into a giant insect.

The work examines identity, alienation, and the human condition, echoing the themes of transformation

and duality found in Stevenson's story.

7. Fight Club by Chuck Palahniuk

This contemporary novel centers on an unnamed narrator who creates an alter ego, Tyler Durden, to

escape his mundane life. The story explores split personality, societal disillusionment, and the darker

side of human nature, much like the conflicts in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.



8. Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn

A psychological thriller about a seemingly perfect marriage that hides dark secrets and deception. The

novel investigates themes of identity, duality, and the masks people wear, reflecting the hidden selves

and moral ambiguity present in Jekyll and Hyde.

9. Black Swan Green by David Mitchell

This coming-of-age novel follows a young boy grappling with his fears and insecurities while navigating

adolescence. The narrative touches on the struggle between public persona and private self, mirroring

the duality and internal conflict central to the story of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.
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