
what is norways language

What is Norway's language? Norway is a country rich in culture and history, and its language reflects this
diversity. The primary language spoken in Norway is Norwegian, a North Germanic language that has evolved
through the centuries. However, the linguistic landscape of Norway is more complex than it might first appear.
This article will explore the nuances of Norway's language, including its varieties, dialects, and the role of
other languages in the country.

Overview of Norwegian Language

Norwegian is the official language of Norway and is one of the two official written forms: Bokm�l and
Nynorsk. Both forms have their own unique characteristics and are used in different contexts across the
country.

Bokm�l

Bokm�l, which translates to "book language," is the more widely used of the two written forms. It is derived
from Danish, reflecting Norway's historical ties with Denmark, particularly during the period of Danish rule
from the late 14th century until 1814. Bokm�l is favored in urban areas and is often used in media, literature,
and education.

Key features of Bokm�l include:
- Vocabulary: It has a significant number of words borrowed from Danish and has been influenced by other
Scandinavian languages.
- Grammar: Bokm�l grammar is relatively straightforward, making it more accessible for learners.
- Usage: Approximately 85-90% of the population uses Bokm�l as their primary written form.

Nynorsk

Nynorsk, meaning "New Norwegian," was created in the 19th century as a way to establish a more distinctly
Norwegian language, separate from Danish. It is based on various rural dialects from different regions of
Norway and aims to reflect the linguistic heritage of the country.

Key features of Nynorsk include:
- Regional Influence: Nynorsk incorporates many elements from rural dialects, making it a more authentic
representation of Norwegian culture.
- Grammar and Vocabulary: Nynorsk has a more complex grammatical structure compared to Bokm�l and
includes unique vocabulary.
- Usage: While less popular than Bokm�l, around 10-15% of Norwegians use Nynorsk, primarily in certain
regions and in some educational institutions.

Dialects of Norwegian

Norway is known for its rich variety of dialects, which can vary significantly from one region to another.
These dialects are not just variations of Bokm�l and Nynorsk; they have their own unique characteristics,
pronunciation, and vocabulary.



Regional Dialects

The major regions of Norway each have distinct dialects that can sometimes make communication difficult even
for native speakers. Here are some key regional dialects:

1. Eastern Norwegian Dialects: Spoken in the Oslo region and surrounding areas, these dialects tend to align
more closely with Bokm�l.
2. Western Norwegian Dialects: Found in cities like Bergen, these dialects may have unique vocabulary and
pronunciation that set them apart from Bokm�l and Nynorsk.
3. Northern Norwegian Dialects: Known for their distinct sounds and vocabulary, these dialects can differ
greatly from those in central and southern Norway.
4. Southern Norwegian Dialects: This region includes dialects that are more influenced by Danish due to
historical connections.

Importance of Dialects

The use of dialects plays a crucial role in Norwegian identity and culture. Here are some reasons why they are
important:

- Cultural Heritage: Dialects carry historical and cultural significance, preserving the local identity of
communities.
- Social Connections: Speaking a regional dialect can foster a sense of belonging and connection among locals.
- Diversity: The variety of dialects enriches the linguistic landscape and showcases Norway's cultural
diversity.

Other Languages Spoken in Norway

While Norwegian is the dominant language, several other languages are spoken in Norway due to immigration
and historical factors.

Indigenous Languages

One of the most notable indigenous languages in Norway is S�mi, spoken by the S�mi people, who are the
indigenous inhabitants of the northern parts of Norway, Sweden, Finland, and Russia. S�mi includes several
dialects, such as Northern S�mi, Southern S�mi, and Lule S�mi.

Key points about S�mi languages:
- Recognition: S�mi languages are officially recognized and protected by Norwegian law.
- Cultural Significance: They play a vital role in preserving S�mi culture and identity.

Immigrant Languages

With a growing immigrant population, numerous languages are spoken in Norway. Some of the most common
immigrant languages include:

- Polish: Due to a significant Polish community, Polish is one of the most spoken languages in Norway after
Norwegian.
- Somali: The Somali community has also grown, particularly in urban areas.
- Urdu: Spoken by the Pakistani community, Urdu is another prevalent immigrant language.



Learning Norwegian

For those interested in learning Norwegian, there are several resources and methods available:

Language Courses

Many institutions offer language courses for both Bokm�l and Nynorsk. These courses may be available in-
person or online, catering to different learning styles.

Language Apps and Online Resources

Several apps and websites provide engaging ways to learn Norwegian, such as Duolingo, Babbel, and Memrise.
These tools usually include interactive exercises and real-life scenarios.

Practice with Native Speakers

Connecting with native speakers through language exchange programs or social media can enhance your learning
experience, allowing you to practice speaking and gain insights into cultural nuances.

Conclusion

Understanding what is Norway's language involves exploring the complexities of Norwegian, including its two
written forms, Bokm�l and Nynorsk, as well as the rich variety of dialects and other languages spoken
throughout the country. The significance of language in shaping Norwegian identity cannot be overstated, as it
reflects the nation's history, culture, and social connections. Whether you aim to visit Norway, connect with
its culture, or learn the language, embracing this linguistic diversity can lead to a deeper appreciation of what
makes Norway unique.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Norway?

The official language of Norway is Norwegian.

Are there different dialects of Norwegian?

Yes, Norwegian has many dialects, which can vary significantly from one region to another.

What are the two written forms of Norwegian?

The two written forms of Norwegian are Bokm�l and Nynorsk.

Is Norwegian similar to other languages?

Yes, Norwegian is a North Germanic language and is closely related to Swedish and Danish.



Do most Norwegians speak English?

Yes, a high percentage of Norwegians speak English, often fluently, as it is taught in schools from an early age.

How is the language situation in Norway influenced by immigration?

Norway has a diverse population, and many immigrant communities contribute their languages, while Norwegian
remains the dominant language.
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