what is the animal farm about

what is the animal farm about is a question that invites an exploration of George Orwell’s classic
novella, which serves as a powerful allegory and political satire. This literary work delves into themes
of power, corruption, and social injustice through the lens of a group of farm animals who overthrow
their human owner in hopes of creating an equal society. The story’s narrative and symbolism provide
profound insights into totalitarian regimes, making it a critical piece for understanding political
dynamics. This article will comprehensively examine what is the animal farm about by exploring its
plot, characters, themes, historical context, and literary significance. Additionally, readers will gain an
understanding of the allegorical elements that Orwell employed to critique oppressive governments.
The following sections will outline these key aspects to give a thorough understanding of the novella’s
content and impact.
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Plot Summary of Animal Farm

The plot of Animal Farm revolves around the uprising of farm animals against their human farmer, Mr.
Jones. The animals, inspired by the vision of Old Major, an elderly boar, seek to establish a society
where animals can be equal, free, and in control of their own destiny. After Old Major’s death, the
animals, led primarily by pigs Napoleon and Snowball, successfully rebel and take over the farm,
renaming it Animal Farm. The narrative follows their efforts to create a utopian society based on
equality and shared labor, but as time progresses, the pigs gradually assume control and adopt the
oppressive behaviors of the humans they replaced.

Throughout the story, the initial ideals of the revolution are betrayed as the pigs manipulate other
animals and revise the farm’s commandments to justify their increasing privileges. The story
culminates with the animals realizing that the new leadership is as tyrannical as the old one,
highlighting the cyclical nature of power and corruption. This plot serves as a straightforward yet
profound exploration of political revolution and its pitfalls.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The characters in Animal Farm are anthropomorphized animals that symbolize different social classes
and political figures. Understanding who these characters represent is essential to grasping what is
the animal farm about in terms of allegory.



Old Major

Old Major is the wise, elderly boar whose vision of animal equality inspires the rebellion. He
symbolizes Karl Marx and Vladimir Lenin, whose ideas fueled revolutionary ideologies.

Napoleon

Napoleon is a pig who rises to become the farm’s dictator. He represents Joseph Stalin, illustrating the
emergence of a totalitarian regime through manipulation and ruthless control.

Snowball

Snowball is another pig who initially leads the revolution alongside Napoleon but is later ousted. He
symbolizes Leon Trotsky, Stalin’s rival, who was expelled from the Communist Party.

Boxer

Boxer is a hardworking cart-horse embodying the proletariat or working class, loyal and dedicated but
ultimately exploited by those in power.

Mr. Jones

Mr. Jones is the negligent farmer who represents the overthrown ruling class or the Russian Tsar
Nicholas Il, whose mismanagement sparks the rebellion.

¢ Old Major - the visionary

Napoleon - the tyrant

Snowball - the idealist

Boxer - the laborer

Mr. Jones - the oppressor

Themes and Symbolism in Animal Farm

Animal Farm is rich with themes and symbols that deepen its meaning and reinforce its critique of
political systems. These elements are crucial to fully understanding what is the animal farm about
beyond the surface story.



Corruption of Power

One of the central themes is the corrupting influence of power. The pigs, who initially advocate
equality, gradually become indistinguishable from the human oppressors, demonstrating how power
can lead to moral decay and tyranny.

Class Struggle

The novella explores social hierarchy and class struggle, depicting how some animals benefit at the
expense of others. The working animals, like Boxer, represent the exploited masses whose labor
sustains the ruling class.

Manipulation and Propaganda

Animal Farm illustrates how language and propaganda can be used to control and deceive. Squealer,
the pig responsible for spreading Napoleon’s messages, symbolizes the manipulation of truth to
maintain authority.

Idealism vs. Reality

The clash between the animals’ revolutionary ideals and the harsh realities of governance is a
recurring motif, showing the difficulty of sustaining utopian visions in practice.

Symbolism of the Farm

The farm itself is @ microcosm of society and government, representing the broader dynamics of
revolution and power consolidation. The changing commandments on the barn wall symbolize the
malleability of laws and principles under authoritarian rule.

Historical and Political Context

Understanding the historical and political context is vital to answering what is the animal farm about,
as the novella is a direct allegory of the Russian Revolution and the rise of Soviet communism.

Russian Revolution

The story mirrors the events of the 1917 Russian Revolution, where the Bolsheviks overthrew the
Tsarist regime with promises of equality and workers’ rights. Animal Farm parallels this narrative
through the animals’ rebellion against Mr. Jones.



Stalin’s Regime

Napoleon’s character embodies Joseph Stalin, illustrating the shift from revolutionary ideals to a
repressive dictatorship. The purges, propaganda, and rewriting of history in the book reflect Stalin’s
tactics to maintain power.

Cold War Era Influence

Published in 1945, Animal Farm also reflects the anxieties of the early Cold War period, critiquing
totalitarianism in the Soviet Union and warning against unchecked political authority.

1. Russian Revolution parallels
2. Stalinist dictatorship critique

3. Cold War political commentary

Literary Significance and Impact

Animal Farm holds a prominent place in literary history due to its incisive political commentary,
accessible narrative, and enduring relevance. Its significance extends through various dimensions of
literature and society.

Allegorical Masterpiece

The novella is widely regarded as one of the most effective allegories of the 20th century, using a
simple farm setting to convey complex political realities and human behaviors.

Influence on Political Thought

Animal Farm has influenced political discourse by providing a clear, compelling critique of
authoritarianism and the betrayal of revolutionary ideals, resonating with audiences worldwide.

Educational Usage

The novella is commonly taught in schools and universities to illustrate themes of power, propaganda,
and governance, helping students understand political history and critical thinking.



Enduring Popularity

Its continued popularity attests to its universal themes and the timeless nature of its message about
vigilance in the face of oppression and the complexities of social change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Animal Farm?

The main theme of Animal Farm is the critique of totalitarianism and the corruption of revolutionary
ideals, illustrating how power can lead to oppression and inequality.

Who is the author of Animal Farm and why did he write it?

Animal Farm was written by George Orwell as an allegory to criticize the Russian Revolution and the
rise of Stalinism, highlighting the dangers of dictatorship and propaganda.

What is the plot of Animal Farm in brief?

Animal Farm tells the story of farm animals who overthrow their human farmer in hopes of creating an
equal society, but the pigs gradually become as oppressive as the humans they replaced.

What do the animals in Animal Farm represent?

The animals in Animal Farm represent different classes and groups in society during the Russian
Revolution, with pigs symbolizing the ruling elite and other animals representing the working class.

How does Animal Farm reflect real historical events?

Animal Farm mirrors the events of the Russian Revolution and the rise of the Soviet Union, using the
farm's events as a metaphor for the betrayal of revolutionary ideals and the establishment of a
dictatorship.

Why is Animal Farm still relevant today?

Animal Farm remains relevant as it explores themes of power, corruption, and propaganda, which
continue to be important issues in modern politics and society worldwide.

Additional Resources

1. Animal Farm by George Orwell

This allegorical novella depicts a group of farm animals who overthrow their human farmer, hoping to
create an equal society. However, the pigs gradually assume control and become as oppressive as
the humans they replaced. The story explores themes of power, corruption, and the betrayal of
revolutionary ideals.



2. 1984 by George Orwell

Set in a dystopian future, this novel follows Winston Smith as he navigates a totalitarian regime that
exercises extreme surveillance and control over its citizens. It examines the dangers of oppressive
governments and the manipulation of truth and history. Orwell’s work complements the themes found
in Animal Farm regarding authoritarianism.

3. Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

In a technologically advanced society, people are conditioned to accept their social roles and maintain
superficial happiness. The novel critiques the loss of individuality and freedom in the face of state
control and consumerism. Like Animal Farm, it questions the cost of societal order and control.

4. Lord of the Flies by William Golding

This novel portrays a group of boys stranded on an uninhabited island who attempt to govern
themselves, only to descend into savagery and chaos. It explores themes of power, human nature,
and the fragility of civilization, much like the social dynamics in Animal Farm.

5. The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood

Set in a dystopian future where women'’s rights are stripped away, this story follows Offred, a woman
forced into reproductive servitude. The novel examines themes of power, control, and resistance
against oppressive regimes, paralleling Animal Farm’s exploration of tyranny.

6. Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

In a society where books are banned and “firemen” burn any that are found, the protagonist Montag
begins to question the oppressive system. The novel addresses censorship, conformity, and the
suppression of dissenting ideas, themes that resonate with the propaganda and control seen in
Animal Farm.

7. We by Yevgeny Zamyatin

This early dystopian novel depicts a future society governed by logic and uniformity, where
individuality is suppressed. The protagonist’'s growing rebellion highlights the conflict between
freedom and control. Its themes of totalitarianism and loss of personal identity align closely with those
in Animal Farm.

8. Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi

This graphic novel memoir recounts the author’s childhood during and after the Islamic Revolution in
Iran. It provides insight into the effects of political upheaval, propaganda, and loss of freedom on
ordinary people. Like Animal Farm, it shows how revolutions can lead to oppression.

9. Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift
A satirical work that uses fantastical voyages to critique politics, society, and human nature. Swift's

sharp commentary on corruption and folly parallels the allegorical style of Animal Farm. The book
encourages readers to question authority and societal norms.
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