WHAT IS THE HISTORY OF HOMECOMING

HOMECOMING IS A CHERISHED TRADITION IN SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES/ CELEBRATED WITH
ENTHUSIASM AND NOSTALGIC FERVOR. THE HISTORY OF HOMECOMING IS RICH AND VARIED, EVOLVING FROM ITS EARLY ROOTS TO
THE GRAND EVENTS WE SEE TODAY. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE ORIGINS, EVOLUTION, AND SIGNIFICANCE OF HOMECOMING,
EXPLORING HOW IT HAS BECOME A STAPLE IN AMERICAN CULTURE AND EDUCATION.

ORIGINS OF HOMECOMING

THE TRADITION OF HOMECOMING CAN BE TRACED BACK TO THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY. ITS INCEPTION IS OFTEN LINKED TO THE
PRACTICES OF ALUMNI RETURNING TO THEIR ALMA MATERS TO RECONNECT WITH FORMER CLASSMATES AND CELEBRATE THEIR
SCHOOL SPIRIT.

EARLY BEGINNINGS

1. UNIVERSITY OF MissoURrl: ONE OF THE EARLIEST DOCUMENTED HOMECOMING EVENTS TOOK PLACE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF
MissoUr!l IN 19 1 1. THE UNIVERSITY INVITED ALUMNI BACK TO CELEBRATE A FOOTBALL GAME AGAINST THE UNIVERSITY OF
KANSAS, MARKING THE BEGINNING OF A TRADITION THAT WOULD SOON SPREAD ACROSS THE NATION.

2. FOOTBALL AND RIVALRY: THE INITIAL HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS WERE CLOSELY TIED TO COLLEGE FOOTBALL GAMES.
ALUMNI WOULD RETURN TO WATCH THEIR TEAMS COMPETE, REKINDLING OLD FRIENDSHIPS AND SCHOOL SPIRIT. THIS CONNECTION
BET\WEEN HOMECOMING AND SPORTS HAS PERSISTED THROUGHOUT THE YEARS.

3. THE RisE oF ALUMNI RELATIONS: IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, AS UNIVERSITIES BEGAN TO ESTABLISH FORMAL ALUMNI
ASSOCIATIONS, THE CONCEPT OF HOMECOMING GAINED POPULARITY. THESE ASSOCIATIONS AIMED TO FOSTER CONNECTIONS
BETWEEN FORMER STUDENTS AND THEIR INSTITUTIONS, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF ALUMNI CONTRIBUTIONS TO THEIR
SCHOOLS.

SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES

- 1920s: By THe 1920s, HOMECOMING HAD BECOME A WIDELY RECOGNIZED TRADITION IN MANY UNIVERSITIES. SCHOOLS BEGAN
TO INCORPORATE PARADES, DANCES, AND OTHER FESTIVITIES INTO THEIR CELEBRATIONS, CREATING A MORE ELABORATE EVENT
THAT SHOWCASED SCHOOL PRIDE.

- 1930s anp 1940s: THe GReAT DePRESSION AND W/ ORLD W/ AR || INFLUENCED HOMECOMING EVENTS, WITH MANY SCHOOLS
ADOPTING THEMES THAT REFLECTED THE NATIONAL MOOD. CELEBRATIONS OFTEN INCLUDED PATRIOTIC ELEMENTS, HONORING
VETERANS AND THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY.

- 1950s AND 1960s: THE POST-WAR ERA SAW A SIGNIFICANT EXPANSION OF HOMECOMING FESTIVITIES. SCHOOLS BEGAN TO

FOCUS ON INCLUSIVITY, INVITING ALL ALUMNI, REGARDLESS OF THEIR GRADUATION YEAR, TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CELEBRATIONS.
THIS SHIFT HELPED SOLIDIFY HOMECOMING AS A TRADITION ROOTED IN COMMUNITY AND BELONGING.

EvoLUTION oF HOMECOMING TRADITIONS

AS HOMECOMING GAINED POPULARITY, VARIOUS TRADITIONS EMERGED, EACH REFLECTING THE UNIQUE CULTURE OF THE
RESPECTIVE SCHOOLS. OVER THE DECADES, HOMECOMING HAS EVOLVED INTO A MULTI-FACETED CELEBRATION.



CoMMoN HOMECOMING EVENTS

1. PARADES: PARADES HAVE BECOME A HALLMARK OF HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS. SCHOOLS OFTEN ORGANIZE PARADES
FEATURING FLOATS, MARCHING BANDS, AND CHEERLEADERS, SHOWCASING SCHOOL SPIRIT AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT.

2. HoMecoMING COURT: MANY INSTITUTIONS HAVE ADOPTED THE TRADITION OF ELECTING A HOMECOMING COURT, TYPICALLY
CONSISTING OF A KING AND QUEEN. THIS EVENT OFTEN SERVES AS A WAY TO RECOGNIZE STUDENTS WHO EXEMPLIFY SCHOOL
SPIRIT AND LEADERSHIP.

3. FooTeALL GAMES: CENTRAL TO HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS IS THE HOMECOMING FOOTRALL GAME, WHERE ALUMNI GATHER
TO CHEER ON THEIR TEAMS. THE GAME IS OFTEN ACCOMPANIED BY SPECIAL EVENTS, SUCH AS HALFTIME SHOWS AND TRIBUTES
TO ALUMNI.

4. DANCES AND REUNIONS: HOMECOMING DANCES, OFTEN HELD THE NIGHT OF THE GAME, ALLOW ALUMNI AND CURRENT STUDENTS

TO CELEBRATE TOGETHER. REUNIONS FOR SPECIFIC GRADUATING CLASSES ARE ALSO COMMON, FOSTERING CONNECTIONS AMONG
FORMER CLASSMATES.

REGIONAL V ARIATIONS

HOMECOMING TRADITIONS CAN VARY SIGNIFICANTLY FROM ONE REGION TO ANOTHER, REFLECTING LOCAL CUSTOMS AND
CULTURAL INFLUENCES.

- SOUTHERN SCHOOLS: IN MANY SOUTHERN UNIVERSITIES, HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS OFTEN INVOLVE ELABORATE TRADITIONS,
SUCH AS FORMAL DINNERS AND LENGTHY PARADES. THE FESTIVITIES MAY BE INFUSED WITH SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY AND

REGIONAL PRIDE.

- MIDWESTERN UNIVERSITIES: IN THE MID\X/EST, HOMECOMING EVENTS FREQUENTLY EMPHASIZE COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT, WITH
ALUMNI PARTICIPATING IN LOCAL SERVICE PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES ALONGSIDE CURRENT STUDENTS.

- NORTHEAST INSTITUTIONS: HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS IN THE NORTHEAST MAY FOCUS MORE ON ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS
AND ALUMNI| CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE UNIVERSITY RATHER THAN SOLELY ON ATHLETIC EVENTS.

SIGNIFICANCE OF HOMECOMING

THE IMPORTANCE OF HOMECOMING EXTENDS BEYOND MERE FESTIVITIES, IT PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN FOSTERING CONNECTIONS
AND CREATING LASTING MEMORIES.

BuiLbING COMMUNITY

1. ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT: HOMECOMING PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ALUMNI TO RECONNECT WITH THEIR SCHOOL,
ENCOURAGING ONGOING ENGAGEMENT AND SUPPORT. |T REINFORCES THE IDEA THAT ALUMNI ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE
UNIVERSITY’S FABRIC.

2. ScHooL SPIRIT: THE CELEBRATION OF HOMECOMING CULTIVATES SCHOOL SPIRIT AMONG STUDENTS, FACULTY, AND ALUMNL
|T FOSTERS A SENSE OF PRIDE IN THE INSTITUTION AND ENCOURAGES A LIFETIME BOND WITH THE SCHOOL.

3. CULTURAL HERITAGE: HOMECOMING TRADITIONS OFTEN REFLECT THE UNIQUE CULTURE AND VALUES OF THE INSTITUTION. By
PARTICIPATING IN THESE EVENTS, INDIVIDUALS CONTRIBUTE TO THE PRESERVATION OF THEIR SCHOOL'S HERITAGE.



CHALLENGES AND CHANGES

AS WITH ANY TRADITION, HOMECOMING HAS FACED CHALLENGES AND UNDERGONE CHANGES IN RESPONSE TO SOCIETAL SHIFTS.

- INCLUSIVITY: IN RECENT YEARS, THERE HAS BEEN A PUSH FOR GREATER INCLUSIVITY IN HOMECOMING EVENTS. SCHOOLS ARE
INCREASINGLY RECOGNIZING THE NEED TO REPRESENT DIVERSE STUDENT POPULATIONS AND ALUMNI, ENSURING THAT EVERYONE
FEELS \WELCOME AND VALUED.

- VIRTUAL CELEBRATIONS: THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC FORCED MANY INSTITUTIONS TO ADAPT THEIR HOMECOMING
CELEBRATIONS, LEADING TO A RISE IN VIRTUAL EVENTS. THIS SHIFT DEMONSTRATED THE RESILIENCE OF HOMECOMING TRADITIONS
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF CONNECTION, EVEN IN CHALLENGING TIMES.

- ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS: AS AWARENESS OF ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES GROWS, SOME SCHOOLS ARE RETHINKING THE
SUSTAINABILITY OF THEIR HOMECOMING EVENTS. INITIATIVES TO REDUCE WASTE AND PROMOTE ECO-FRIENDLY PRACTICES ARE
BECOMING MORE COMMON.

CONCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, THE HISTORY OF HOMECOMING IS A TESTAMENT TO THE ENDURING CONNECTIONS BETWEEN INDIVIDUALS AND
THEIR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. FROM ITS HUMBLE BEGINNINGS AS A FOOTBALL CELEBRATION TO THE ELABORATE FESTIVITIES
OBSERVED TODAY, HOMECOMING HAS EVOLVED INTO A MULTIFACETED TRADITION THAT BRINGS TOGETHER GENERATIONS OF
ALUMNI. AS SCHOOLS CONTINUE TO ADAPT AND GROW, THE SPIRIT OF HOMECOMING REMAINS A CHERISHED ASPECT OF AMERICAN
CULTURE, FOSTERING COMMUNITY, SCHOOL PRIDE, AND LASTING MEMORIES FOR ALL WHO PARTICIPATE. THE FUTURE OF
HOMECOMING WILL LIKELY REFLECT THE VALUES OF INCLUSIVITY, SUSTAINABILITY, AND CONNECTION, ENSURING THAT THIS
BELOVED TRADITION ENDURES FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS HOMECOMING?

HOMECOMING IS A TRADITION IN AMERICAN COLLEGES AND HIGH SCHOOLS WHERE ALUMNI RETURN TO CELEBRATE THEIR SCHOOL
AND ITS COMMUNITY, OFTEN FEATURING EVENTS LIKE PARADES, FOOTBALL GAMES, AND DANCES.

YW/ HEN DID HOMECOMING TRADITIONS BEGIN?

HOMECOMING TRADITIONS BEGAN IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, WITH THE FIRST RECORDED HOMECOMING EVENT TAKING PLACE
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF Missourl IN 191 1.

\WHY WAS HOMECOMING CREATED?

HOMECOMING WAS CREATED TO RECONNECT ALUMNI WITH THEIR ALMA MATER AND TO FOSTER SCHOOL SPIRIT AMONG CURRENT
STUDENTS.

How HAS HOMECOMING EVOLVED OVER THE YEARS?

HOMECOMING HAS EVOLVED FROM A SIMPLE ALUMNI GATHERING TO A WEEK-LONG CELEBRATION FILLED WITH VARIOUS
ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING SPORTS, PARADES, AND SOCIAL EVENTS.

\WHAT ROLE DOES THE FOOTBALL GAME PLAY IN HOMECOMING?

THE FOOTBALL GAME IS OFTEN THE CENTERPIECE OF HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS, PROVIDING AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ALUMNI TO



ENGAGE WITH CURRENT STUDENTS AND CELEBRATE SCHOOL PRIDE.

ARE HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS THE SAME ACROSS ALL SCHOOLS?

HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS CAN VARY SIGNIFICANTLY BETWEEN SCHOOLS, WITH SOME INCORPORATING UNIQUE TRADITIONS,
THEMES, AND ACTIVITIES TAILORED TO THEIR SPECIFIC COMMUNITY.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HOMECOMING ROYALTY?

HoMecoMING ROYALTY, OFTEN CROWNED DURING FESTIVITIES, SYMBOLIZES SCHOOL SPIRIT AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT,
WITH TITLES TYPICALLY AWARDED TO A KING AND QUEEN BASED ON STUDENT VOTES.

How pbo HOMECOMING TRADITIONS DIFFER BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES?

W/HILE BOTH HIGH SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES CELEBRATE HOMECOMING, COLLEGE EVENTS OFTEN INCLUDE MORE ELABORATE
FESTIVITIES, SUCH AS FORMAL DANCES AND LARGER PARADES, REFLECTING A MORE EXTENSIVE ALUMNI NET \W ORK.

\WHAT ARE SOME COMMON HOMECOMING ACTIVITIES?

COMMON HOMECOMING ACTIVITIES INCLUDE PARADES, PEP RALLIES, DANCES, ALUMNI GATHERINGS, AND OF COURSE, THE
HOMECOMING FOOTBALL GAME.

How DO CULTURAL FACTORS INFLUENCE HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS?

CULTURAL FACTORS CAN INFLUENCE HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS BY INTRODUCING UNIQUE TRADITIONS, THEMES, AND VALUES,
REFLECTING THE DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS OF THE SCHOOL'S COMMUNITY.
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