
what is the longest hockey game in nhl history

The longest hockey game in NHL history is a record that stands out in the annals of professional ice

hockey, showcasing not only the endurance of the players involved but also the passion and

excitement that the sport can evoke. This monumental event took place during the 1936 Stanley Cup

playoffs, where two teams faced off in a battle that would stretch the limits of physical and mental

stamina. In this article, we will delve into the details of this extraordinary game, exploring its context,

the teams involved, key players, and the lasting impact it had on the National Hockey League.

Background of the Historic Game

The longest hockey game in NHL history occurred on March 24-25, 1936, featuring the Detroit Red

Wings and the Montreal Maroons. This game was part of the Stanley Cup playoffs and was held at the

Detroit Olympia, a venue known for its passionate fans and electric atmosphere.

At the time, the NHL was still growing, and the playoff format was different from today’s structure. The

teams were vying for a chance to compete for the coveted Stanley Cup, making every game crucial.

Setting the Scene

The stakes were high as the Red Wings and the Maroons were both competitive teams in the league.

The Red Wings had a strong roster, and the Maroons were known for their physical style of play. The

matchup promised to be intense, and the atmosphere in the arena was charged with anticipation.



The Game Itself

The game began on March 24 and was tightly contested from the outset. As the clock ticked down

through regulation time, neither team could find the back of the net, leading to a scoreless tie after 60

minutes. This was just the beginning of an unparalleled marathon.

Overtime Periods

In the playoffs, games that end in ties go to overtime, and in 1936, the rules dictated that overtime

periods could continue indefinitely until a winner was determined. The game would continue to shift

into additional overtime periods, with players battling fatigue, frustration, and the relentless pressure of

the moment.

The game lasted an astonishing six overtime periods, making it the longest game in NHL history. The

total playing time accumulated reached 176 minutes and 30 seconds, with the final whistle blowing at

2:25 a.m. on March 25.

Key Moments

- Endurance of Players: Players from both teams displayed remarkable stamina and determination.

Many of them were exhausted, but their commitment to winning was evident in every shift.

- Goaltending Heroics: The goaltenders played a crucial role. In particular, Red Wings goaltender,

Normie Smith, made numerous key saves, keeping his team in the game through sheer willpower.

- Game-Winning Goal: Ultimately, the game concluded when Mud Bruneteau scored the winning goal

for the Red Wings. His shot found the back of the net at 16:30 of the sixth overtime period, ending

what had been an epic battle.



Significance of the Game

The longest hockey game in NHL history is significant for several reasons, from its historical

importance to its impact on the players and fans.

Historical Context

This game took place during a time when the NHL was still developing its identity and fan base. The

1930s were a crucial decade for the league, as it was competing with other sports for popularity. The

endurance shown in this game helped to solidify ice hockey’s reputation as a physically demanding

and thrilling sport.

Impact on Players

- Physical Toll: The players involved faced a grueling test of endurance. Many reported feeling the toll

of the extended play long after the game ended.

- Legacy: The game is often cited by commentators and players alike as a benchmark for endurance

in sports. It has become a part of lore in hockey culture, inspiring future generations of players.

Record That Still Stands

As of today, the record for the longest game in NHL history remains unbroken. While there have been

other lengthy playoff games, none have surpassed the total time played in the Red Wings vs. Maroons

matchup.



Modern Comparisons

In the modern era of hockey, games can still stretch into multiple overtime periods, but the league has

also instituted rules that can help manage player fatigue, such as the change to 20-minute overtime

periods starting in the 2010-2011 season.

- Recent Overtime Games:

- The 2019 playoff game between the Columbus Blue Jackets and the Tampa Bay Lightning went into

five overtime periods, showcasing the potential for long games in today’s NHL.

Memorable Quotes

The longest game in NHL history has inspired many quotes from players and commentators, often

highlighting the sheer will and determination displayed during the match. Here are a couple of notable

excerpts:

- “It wasn’t just a game; it was a test of character.” – A sentiment often echoed by players reflecting

on their experiences in lengthy games.

- “We were exhausted, but we knew we had to keep pushing. It was about pride.” – A common theme

among those who participated in the marathon matchup.

Conclusion

The longest hockey game in NHL history stands as a testament to the endurance, skill, and passion

that defines the sport. It is a reminder of the dedication of athletes who push their physical and mental

limits in the pursuit of victory.



As the years go by, this record remains a cornerstone of hockey lore, celebrated by fans and players

alike. The game between the Detroit Red Wings and the Montreal Maroons serves not only as a

historical milestone but also as a source of inspiration for future generations of hockey players. The

legend of that fateful night continues to resonate, reminding us of the thrilling unpredictability of playoff

hockey and the lengths to which players will go to achieve greatness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the longest hockey game in NHL history?

The longest hockey game in NHL history took place on March 24-25, 1936, between the Detroit Red

Wings and the Montreal Maroons, lasting 176 minutes and 30 seconds of playing time.

How many overtimes were played in the longest NHL game?

The game went to six overtimes before the Red Wings finally won 1-0.

Who scored the winning goal in the longest NHL game?

The winning goal was scored by Mud Bruneteau of the Detroit Red Wings.

What were the conditions like during the longest NHL game?

The game was played in the old Montreal Forum, and the players faced challenging conditions,

including fatigue and the need for additional intermissions due to the length of the game.

Has any NHL game come close to the length of the longest game?

Yes, several games have gone into multiple overtimes, but none have surpassed the 176 minutes and

30 seconds of the 1936 game.



What impact did the longest game have on NHL playoff protocols?

The length of the game highlighted the need for clearer rules on overtime and player safety, leading to

changes in how overtime periods are structured in the NHL.
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