
what is the new child support law in ohio
What is the new child support law in Ohio? As of 2023, Ohio has implemented significant
changes to its child support laws that affect custodial and non-custodial parents alike. These
changes aim to create a more equitable framework for child support payments, reflecting the
evolving needs of families and the realities of modern parenting. This article will explore the key
aspects of the new child support law, including its purpose, the calculations involved, and its
implications for parents and children.

Overview of Child Support in Ohio

Child support is a financial obligation that one parent (the non-custodial parent) pays to the other
parent (the custodial parent) to help cover the costs associated with raising a child. In Ohio, the
child support system is designed to ensure that children receive adequate financial support from
both parents, regardless of their living arrangements.

The new child support law in Ohio seeks to address several issues identified in the previous
legislation, including the need for more accurate income assessments, considerations for shared
parenting arrangements, and adjustments to payment schedules.

Key Changes in the Child Support Law

The new child support law introduced several critical changes that aim to enhance the fairness and
effectiveness of the child support system in Ohio. Below are the most noteworthy updates:

1. Updated Income Shares Model

One of the most significant changes is the adoption of an updated income shares model for
calculating child support obligations. This model considers both parents' incomes and aims to
provide a more equitable distribution of financial responsibilities. The new system emphasizes:

- Combined Parental Income: The new law takes into account the total income of both parents to
determine the appropriate support amount, thus ensuring that the child support obligation reflects
the financial capabilities of both parents.
- Percentage of Income: The formula now includes a percentage of the combined parental income
that is deemed necessary for the child's needs.

2. Consideration of Shared Parenting Arrangements

With the rise of shared parenting arrangements, the new law acknowledges the importance of both
parents' involvement in their children's lives. Changes include:



- Adjustment to Support Obligations: The law allows for adjustments to child support payments when
parents share parenting time more equally. This is intended to ensure that child support reflects the
actual time each parent spends with the child, promoting a more balanced approach.
- Increased Flexibility: The law provides increased flexibility for parents to negotiate support
arrangements that work best for their specific circumstances.

3. Changes to Health Insurance Contributions

Health insurance is a critical factor in child support calculations. The new law clarifies how health
insurance costs should be treated, including:

- Cost Sharing: The law outlines how the costs of health insurance premiums should be shared
between parents, ensuring that both parties contribute fairly to the child's medical expenses.
- Medical Expenses: The definition of what constitutes "extraordinary" medical expenses has been
refined, providing clearer guidelines for both parents on their financial responsibilities.

4. Payment Modifications

The new law introduces procedures for modifying child support payments, making it easier for
parents to adjust their obligations in response to changes in their financial situations. Key elements
include:

- Standardized Process: The law establishes a standardized process for requesting modifications,
reducing the time and complexity involved in making changes.
- Provisions for Job Loss: Specific provisions have been included to account for changes in income
due to job loss or other unforeseen circumstances, allowing parents to seek modifications more
easily.

Implications of the New Law

The changes to child support laws in Ohio have far-reaching implications for both custodial and non-
custodial parents. Understanding these implications is essential for parents navigating the child
support system.

1. Financial Planning for Parents

With the updated income shares model, parents must be proactive in assessing their financial
situations. Here are some considerations:

- Budgeting for Child Support: Parents should review their budgets to account for potential changes
in child support obligations, especially if they expect significant changes in income.
- Documentation: It is crucial for parents to maintain accurate records of their incomes, expenses,
and any changes in their circumstances to ensure that they can provide necessary documentation



when seeking modifications.

2. Impact on Children

The primary goal of child support is to ensure that children's needs are met. The new law has
positive implications for children, including:

- Better Financial Support: By considering both parents' incomes and shared parenting
arrangements, the new law aims to provide children with more comprehensive financial support.
- Encouragement of Parental Involvement: The law promotes shared parenting, recognizing that
children benefit from the involvement of both parents in their lives.

3. Legal and Administrative Changes

The new child support law will also impact the legal framework surrounding child support in Ohio.
Some key aspects include:

- Training for Child Support Enforcement Agencies: Agencies responsible for enforcing child support
will receive training on the new guidelines to ensure they are effectively implemented.
- Increased Legal Awareness: Parents may need to familiarize themselves with the changes in the
law, which could involve seeking legal advice to understand their rights and responsibilities.

Conclusion

The new child support law in Ohio represents a significant shift in how child support obligations are
calculated and enforced. By adopting an updated income shares model, considering shared
parenting arrangements, and clarifying health insurance responsibilities, the law aims to create a
more equitable system that reflects the realities of modern family dynamics.

For parents navigating these changes, it is essential to stay informed and proactive in managing
their financial obligations and understanding their rights. While the new law introduces
complexities, it ultimately seeks to ensure that children receive the support they need to thrive.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the new child support law in Ohio?
The new child support law in Ohio, effective from March 2023, aims to simplify the calculation of
support payments and improve the overall system for both parents.



How does the new child support law affect payment
calculations?
The updated law introduces a more standardized formula for calculating child support payments
based on both parents' incomes, ensuring fairness and transparency.

Are there changes to the income shares model in Ohio's child
support law?
Yes, the new law enhances the income shares model by incorporating more accurate income data,
which helps in determining the support amount more equitably.

What provisions does the new law make for medical support?
The new law requires that parents contribute to medical support, ensuring that health insurance is
provided for the child and outlining how costs are to be shared.

How does the law address child support modifications?
The new law streamlines the process for modifying child support orders, allowing parents to request
changes more easily when there are significant changes in circumstances.

What happens to existing child support orders under the new
law?
Existing child support orders remain in effect unless a modification is requested and granted under
the new law's guidelines.

Are there penalties for non-compliance with child support
payments under the new law?
Yes, the law imposes stricter penalties for non-compliance, including possible wage garnishment and
suspension of licenses, to encourage timely payments.

Does the new law provide support for low-income parents?
Yes, the law includes provisions aimed at protecting low-income parents, including potential
adjustments in support calculations based on their financial situation.

How can parents stay informed about their rights and
responsibilities under the new child support law?
Parents can access resources from the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, as well as legal
aid organizations, to understand their rights and responsibilities under the new law.
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