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The setting of "Divergent," a dystopian novel by Veronica Roth, plays a crucial role in shaping the
narrative and the characters' experiences. Set in a post-apocalyptic future, the world of "Divergent"
is characterized by its societal divisions, restrictions, and the struggle for identity. The story unfolds
in a city that has been isolated from the outside world, surrounded by a massive wall that separates
its inhabitants from the unknown dangers beyond. This article will explore the various aspects of the
setting in "Divergent," including the city of Chicago, the factions, and the thematic implications of
the environment in which the characters exist.

Overview of the City of Chicago

The city of Chicago serves as the primary backdrop for "Divergent." However, this version of
Chicago is vastly different from the bustling metropolis known today. The city has undergone
significant changes due to a catastrophic event that left society in ruins. The walls that encircle the
city are not merely physical barriers but symbols of safety and confinement. Within these walls, the
remaining population has established a new societal structure, which is organized into five distinct
factions, each representing different virtues and ideologies.

The Importance of the Wall

The wall surrounding the city is a central element of the setting, symbolizing both protection and
oppression. It separates the citizens from the outside world, which is presumed to be dangerous and
chaotic. This sense of isolation has profound implications for the inhabitants, influencing their
beliefs and behaviors. The wall represents a fear of the unknown and a desire for safety, driving the
citizens to adhere strictly to the faction system.

Urban Landscape

The urban landscape of this dystopian Chicago is marked by both decay and resilience. The
remnants of the old city can be seen in the form of crumbling buildings and neglected infrastructure.
However, the factions have transformed various areas of the city to reflect their values and ideals.

1. Abnegation: This faction occupies a section of the city that embodies simplicity and selflessness.
The buildings are plain and functional, reflecting the belief that personal needs should be secondary
to the needs of others.

2. Amity: Known for their peaceful nature, Amity’s area is filled with vibrant colors and lush gardens.
It represents harmony and the importance of community, with open spaces that encourage social
interaction.



3. Candor: The architecture of Candor is stark and minimalistic, emphasizing transparency and
honesty. The buildings are designed to reflect truth, with clear lines and open spaces that symbolize
the faction's values.

4. Dauntless: This faction thrives on bravery and fearlessness, reflected in their urban environment.
They occupy the most dynamic areas of the city, with towering buildings and train tracks for their
daring stunts. The Dauntless compound is a hub of activity, filled with energy and adrenaline.

5. Erudite: The Erudite faction is associated with knowledge and intellect. Their section of the city is
filled with libraries, laboratories, and educational institutions, showcasing their commitment to
learning and understanding the world.

Factions and Their Significance

The faction system is a defining feature of the setting in "Divergent." Each faction represents a
specific virtue, and individuals are expected to align themselves with one of these factions based on
their inherent traits. This division serves as a means of maintaining order and stability in a society
that has experienced great upheaval.

Faction Selection Ceremony

At the age of sixteen, citizens participate in the Choosing Ceremony, where they must decide which
faction to join. This pivotal event is a significant moment in the narrative, reflecting the pressure
that individuals face to conform to societal expectations. The ceremony is held in a grand arena,
emphasizing the importance of the factions in the lives of the citizens.

1. Influence of Family: The decision to choose a faction often weighs heavily on the young
individuals, especially in relation to their family's faction. The fear of disappointing loved ones can
lead to internal conflict, highlighting the struggle between personal desires and societal obligations.

2. Implications of Choice: Once a decision is made, individuals must sever ties with their former
faction, illustrating the harsh reality of societal division. This separation not only affects personal
relationships but also shapes one's identity within the rigid structure of the factions.

The Role of the Factionless

The factionless are individuals who do not belong to any faction, often seen as outcasts and failures.
Their existence underscores the harsh realities of the faction system, as they struggle to survive in a
world that has little regard for their well-being. The factionless population highlights the flaws of the
societal structure, raising questions about the true meaning of identity and belonging.



Thematic Implications of the Setting

The setting of "Divergent" is not merely a backdrop for the story; it is integral to the themes and
messages conveyed throughout the narrative. The harsh realities of the dystopian society, the
rigidity of the faction system, and the characters' struggles with identity all reflect the complexities
of human nature and societal expectations.

Identity and Self-Discovery

The journey of the protagonist, Tris Prior, is one of self-discovery and the search for identity in a
world that demands conformity. The setting serves as a catalyst for her growth, as she navigates the
challenges of being Divergent—a term used to describe individuals who do not fit neatly into any one
faction. The conflict between her true self and the expectations of society ultimately drives the
narrative forward.

Fear and Control

The society within "Divergent" is built on a foundation of fear and control. The faction system relies
on the suppression of individuality to maintain order. The setting reflects this theme through the
oppressive nature of the walls and the rigid structure of the factions. The fear of being
Divergent—and the consequences that arise from it—exemplifies the struggle against a society that
prioritizes conformity over personal freedom.

Rebellion and Change

As the story unfolds, the setting transforms alongside the characters. The oppressive environment
becomes a backdrop for rebellion and change, as Tris and her allies challenge the status quo. The
settings of the various factions serve as battlegrounds for their struggles, representing the larger
fight for freedom and authenticity in a world that seeks to control them.

Conclusion

The setting of "Divergent" plays a vital role in shaping the narrative and the characters' experiences.
The city of Chicago, with its faction system and the oppressive walls that surround it, serves as a
powerful backdrop for themes of identity, fear, and rebellion. The intricate details of the urban
landscape and the significance of the factions provide a rich context for Tris Prior's journey of self-
discovery. Ultimately, the setting is more than just a physical location; it is a reflection of the
complexities of human nature and the struggle for authenticity in a world that demands conformity.
Through the lens of this dystopian society, Roth invites readers to explore the importance of choice,
identity, and the courage to break free from societal constraints.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary location where 'Divergent' takes place?
The primary location of 'Divergent' is a dystopian future version of Chicago, which is marked by a
society divided into factions.

How does the setting influence the factions in 'Divergent'?
The setting influences the factions by creating a structured environment where each faction
represents a different value and way of life, such as bravery, intelligence, and selflessness.

What role does the Wall play in the setting of 'Divergent'?
The Wall in 'Divergent' serves as a barrier separating the factions from the outside world,
symbolizing the isolation and control the society exercises over its inhabitants.

Are there any notable landmarks in the setting of 'Divergent'?
Yes, notable landmarks include the Ferris wheel, the abandoned buildings, and the Dauntless
headquarters, all of which highlight the blend of futuristic and decayed elements in the city.

How does the setting of 'Divergent' contribute to the themes
of the story?
The setting contributes to the themes of identity, choice, and rebellion, as it presents a rigid societal
structure that characters must navigate and challenge.

What contrasts can be seen in the setting of 'Divergent'?
Contrasts in the setting include the stark differences between the clean, orderly environment of the
Abnegation faction and the chaotic, adrenaline-fueled atmosphere of the Dauntless faction.
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