
what jelly beans are vegan
What jelly beans are vegan is a common question among those who follow a plant-
based diet. Jelly beans, those colorful, chewy candies that have been a favorite for
generations, often come in a variety of flavors and brands. However, not all jelly beans are
created equal, especially when it comes to their ingredients. For vegans, the concern
primarily revolves around the presence of animal-derived ingredients, which can sneak into
many seemingly innocuous treats. This article will explore what jelly beans are vegan, the
ingredients to watch out for, popular vegan brands, and how to enjoy jelly beans while
adhering to a vegan lifestyle.

Understanding Jelly Beans

Jelly beans are small, bean-shaped sugar candies with a soft, chewy center and a hard
outer shell. They come in a kaleidoscope of colors and flavors, making them a popular
choice for celebrations like Easter, Halloween, and even as everyday snacks. The traditional
jelly bean is primarily made from sugar, corn syrup, and various flavorings, but the recipe
can vary significantly from one brand to another.

Common Ingredients Found in Jelly Beans

To determine whether a jelly bean is vegan, it’s essential to understand the common
ingredients used in their production. Here are some of the standard components:

1. Sugar: Typically derived from sugarcane or sugar beets. However, be aware that some
sugar is processed with bone char, which is not vegan-friendly.

2. Corn Syrup: Usually plant-based and considered vegan.

3. Flavorings: These can be natural or artificial. Natural flavors may sometimes come from
animal sources, but this is rare in jelly beans.

4. Coloring Agents: This is where non-vegan ingredients often hide. Some colorants like
carmine (derived from cochineal insects) are not vegan, while others like beet juice or
vegetable-based dyes are acceptable.

5. Gelatin: This ingredient is derived from animal collagen and is a significant red flag for
vegans. Many traditional jelly beans do not contain gelatin, but it’s worth examining the
ingredient list carefully.

6. Wax Coating: Some jelly beans may be coated with beeswax or shellac, both of which are
not vegan.



Identifying Vegan Jelly Beans

To ensure that you are consuming vegan jelly beans, it is crucial to check the ingredient list
thoroughly. Here are some tips to help you identify vegan-friendly options:

Read the Labels

Always check the packaging for any mentions of animal-derived ingredients. Look for the
following:

- No Gelatin: Ensure that gelatin is not listed as an ingredient.
- Vegan Certification: Some brands are certified vegan, which can simplify the selection
process.
- Coloring Agents: Check if the colors are derived from plant sources or artificial means.

Research Brands

Some brands are consistently known for producing vegan jelly beans. Researching these
brands can save time and effort. Here are a few popular options:

1. Jelly Belly: Many flavors are vegan-friendly, but it’s essential to check each flavor’s
ingredients as not all are vegan.

2. Surf Sweets: These jelly beans are organic and made without gelatin or other animal
products.

3. Sweetfish: A brand known for its plant-based candies, including jelly beans.

4. YumEarth: Their jelly beans are made from natural ingredients and are vegan-friendly.

5. Dum Dums: Although primarily known for lollipops, Dum Dums also offer jelly bean
options that are vegan.

The Impact of Non-Vegan Ingredients

Understanding why certain ingredients are not vegan can help consumers make informed
decisions. Here’s a closer look at some of the non-vegan ingredients commonly found in
candies:

Animal-Derived Ingredients

- Gelatin: As mentioned earlier, gelatin is derived from the collagen found in animal bones



and skin. It is often used to give candies their chewy texture.

- Carmine: This red dye is made from crushed cochineal insects and is frequently used to
color candies and other food products. It is not vegan and is often not labeled clearly.

- Beeswax and Shellac: These are used as glazing agents in some candies. They are derived
from bees and insects, respectively, and are not suitable for a vegan diet.

Ethical Considerations

For many vegans, the choice to avoid animal products goes beyond dietary preferences; it
is also an ethical stance. Consuming products that contain animal-derived ingredients
supports industries that may contribute to animal suffering and environmental degradation.
Therefore, opting for vegan jelly beans aligns with their ethical beliefs.

How to Make Your Own Vegan Jelly Beans

If you want to ensure that your jelly beans are entirely vegan, consider making them at
home. Here’s a simple recipe to get you started:

Ingredients

- 2 cups fruit juice (your choice of flavor)
- 1/2 cup agave syrup or maple syrup
- 1/4 cup cornstarch
- 1/4 cup agar-agar powder (a vegan alternative to gelatin)
- Natural food coloring (optional)
- Sugar for coating

Instructions

1. Prepare the Mixture: In a saucepan, combine the fruit juice, agave syrup, and agar-agar.
Stir well to dissolve.

2. Heat the Mixture: Place the saucepan on medium heat and bring the mixture to a gentle
boil, stirring continuously.

3. Thicken with Cornstarch: Once boiling, add cornstarch and continue stirring until the
mixture thickens.

4. Mold the Jelly Beans: Pour the mixture into silicone molds or a baking dish. Allow it to
cool and set for a few hours.



5. Coat with Sugar: Once set, cut the jelly beans into small shapes and roll them in sugar for
added sweetness.

6. Enjoy: Your homemade vegan jelly beans are ready to be enjoyed!

Conclusion

In summary, while many jelly beans are not vegan due to the presence of animal-derived
ingredients, numerous options are available for those who adhere to a plant-based lifestyle.
By reading labels carefully, researching brands, and even making your own jelly beans, you
can satisfy your sweet tooth without compromising your values. Whether you choose to
indulge in store-bought vegan jelly beans or experiment with homemade recipes, there’s no
reason why you can’t enjoy this timeless treat while staying true to your vegan principles.

Frequently Asked Questions

Are all jelly beans vegan?
No, not all jelly beans are vegan. Some brands use gelatin, which is derived from animal
products.

What ingredients should I look for in jelly beans to
ensure they are vegan?
Look for jelly beans that contain pectin, starch, or agar-agar as thickening agents instead of
gelatin.

Which popular jelly bean brands are vegan?
Brands like Jelly Belly and Surf Sweets offer vegan-friendly jelly beans, but always check the
packaging for specific ingredients.

Do vegan jelly beans contain any animal-derived
colorings?
Some jelly beans may use animal-derived colorings like carmine. Always check the label for
color additives.

Are organic jelly beans usually vegan?
Not necessarily. While many organic jelly beans are made without animal products, it's
important to check the ingredient list.



How can I find vegan jelly beans at the store?
Check the candy aisle for brands that specify 'vegan' on their packaging, or look for
specialty vegan stores.

Can I make my own vegan jelly beans at home?
Yes, you can make vegan jelly beans at home using fruit juice, sugar, and pectin.

Are there any common allergens in vegan jelly beans?
Yes, some vegan jelly beans may contain common allergens like gluten, soy, or nuts, so
always read the labels carefully.

Do vegan jelly beans have the same taste as regular
jelly beans?
Yes, vegan jelly beans can taste just as good as regular ones, though flavor profiles may
vary by brand.
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