
what language do they speak in croatian

What language do they speak in Croatian? Croatia is a country located in Southeast Europe, known for its
stunning landscapes, rich history, and vibrant culture. The primary language spoken in Croatia is Croatian,
which is a South Slavic language. This article will explore the intricacies of the Croatian language, its
history, dialects, linguistic features, and its role in Croatian society.

Overview of the Croatian Language

Croatian is part of the South Slavic group of the larger Indo-European language family. It is primarily
spoken in Croatia, but it also has speakers in neighboring countries such as Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia,
and Montenegro. The language is officially recognized in Croatia and is one of the official languages in the
European Union.

Historical Background

The evolution of the Croatian language can be traced back to the Old Church Slavonic used in the early
medieval period. Over the centuries, it has undergone significant changes influenced by various historical
events, foreign occupations, and cultural exchanges.

1. Old Church Slavonic (9th Century): The earliest Slavic literary language, used by the Glagolitic
missionaries Saints Cyril and Methodius.
2. Middle Croatian (12th-16th Century): This period saw the emergence of the Croatian vernacular in
written form, influenced by Latin and Italian.
3. Modern Croatian (17th Century-Present): The modern standard was established in the 19th century,
with significant contributions from linguists and writers like Ljudevit Gaj.

Standard Croatian Language

The standard form of Croatian is based on the Shtokavian dialect, which is the most widely spoken dialect
in Croatia. Shtokavian serves as the foundation for the official language taught in schools and used in
government and media.



Dialects of Croatian

Croatian is a rich language with a variety of dialects, which can be broadly categorized into three main
groups:

1. Shtokavian Dialect:
- Predominantly spoken in central and eastern Croatia.
- Basis for the standard Croatian language.
- Subdivided into several regional varieties, including Eastern, Western, and Northern Shtokavian.

2. Kajkavian Dialect:
- Primarily spoken in northern Croatia, particularly in the regions around Zagreb and Varaždin.
- Known for its distinctive vocabulary and phonetics.

3. Chakavian Dialect:
- Commonly spoken along the Adriatic coast, particularly in Istria and Dalmatia.
- Features unique expressions and words not found in the other dialects.

Each of these dialects contributes to the linguistic diversity of Croatian and reflects the cultural heritage of
different regions.

Grammar and Linguistic Features

Croatian grammar is complex and features several distinctive characteristics. Understanding these features
is crucial for anyone learning the language.

Nouns

- Declension: Croatian nouns are declined based on gender (masculine, feminine, neuter), number (singular,
plural), and case (seven grammatical cases: nominative, genitive, dative, accusative, vocative, locative, and
instrumental).
- Examples:
- Masculine: "stol" (table) - "stola" (of the table)
- Feminine: "kuća" (house) - "kuće" (of the house)
- Neuter: "more" (sea) - "mora" (of the sea)



Verbs

- Conjugation: Croatian verbs are conjugated based on person, number, tense, aspect (perfective and
imperfective), and mood (indicative, imperative, conditional).
- Examples:
- "Ja govorim" (I speak)
- "Ti govoriš" (You speak)
- "On govori" (He speaks)

Pronouns

- Croatian pronouns also change according to case, similar to nouns.
- Types of pronouns include personal, possessive, reflexive, relative, and interrogative.
- Examples:
- Personal: "ja" (I), "ti" (you)
- Possessive: "moj" (my), "tvoj" (your)

Vocabulary

Croatian vocabulary is influenced by various languages due to historical interactions. Some of the notable
influences include:

- Latin: Many legal and scientific terms.
- German: Influenced by Austria-Hungary's historical rule.
- Italian: Particularly in coastal regions and maritime vocabulary.
- Turkish: Due to the Ottoman Empire's influence in the Balkans.

Cultural Significance of the Croatian Language

The Croatian language plays a vital role in the cultural identity of the Croatian people. It is a vehicle for
expressing national pride, traditions, and heritage.

Literature and Arts

Croatian literature has a rich tradition, with notable figures such as:



- Marko Marulić: Known as the father of Croatian literature.
- Miroslav Krleža: A significant 20th-century writer.
- Vladimir Nazor: A poet and politician who contributed to Croatian literature.

The Croatian language is also prominently featured in songs, theater, and other forms of artistic expression.

Education and Language Policy

The Croatian language is the medium of instruction in schools throughout the country. Language policies
support the preservation and promotion of Croatian, and there are numerous institutions dedicated to its
study and research.

- Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts: Plays a significant role in promoting the use of the Croatian
language.
- Language Campaigns: Various initiatives aim to raise awareness about linguistic diversity and the
importance of the Croatian language in education and public life.

Challenges and Future of the Croatian Language

Despite its rich history and cultural significance, the Croatian language faces several challenges in the
modern world:

1. Globalization: The influence of English and other global languages can lead to the erosion of local
languages.
2. Diaspora: Croatians living abroad may experience difficulties in maintaining their language and culture.
3. Technology: The rise of digital communication can affect language usage and promote the adoption of
slang or loanwords.

To combat these challenges, efforts are being made to promote the use of Croatian in various domains,
including technology, media, and education.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Croatian language is a vital part of Croatia's cultural heritage and identity. It has a rich
history, diverse dialects, and complex grammatical features. As Croatia continues to evolve, the language
remains a central component of national pride and cultural expression. Understanding what language do
they speak in Croatian is essential for appreciating the depth and richness of this beautiful language and the
culture it represents. Through concerted efforts in education, literature, and cultural promotion, the



Croatian language is poised to thrive in a rapidly changing world, ensuring that future generations can
connect with their linguistic roots.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language spoken in Croatia?
The official language spoken in Croatia is Croatian.

Are there any regional languages spoken in Croatia?
Yes, in addition to Croatian, some minority languages such as Serbian, Hungarian, and Italian are also
spoken in certain regions.

Is Croatian a part of any language family?
Yes, Croatian is part of the South Slavic branch of the larger Slavic language family.

How is the Croatian language written?
Croatian is written using the Latin alphabet, which consists of 30 letters.

Are there different dialects of Croatian?
Yes, Croatian has three main dialects: Štokavian, Kajkavian, and Chakavian, each with its own regional
variations.
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