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What Love Is This by Dave Hunt is a thought-provoking book that delves into the complexities of
love from a theological perspective. Author Dave Hunt, known for his critical examination of various
religious beliefs, tackles the concept of God's love and how it contrasts with the popular notions of
love prevalent in contemporary society. This article explores the themes, arguments, and implications
presented in Hunt's work, shedding light on the nuanced understanding of divine love and its
significance in the lives of believers.

Overview of "What Love Is This?"

"What Love Is This?" was published in 2003 and quickly became a pivotal work in the realm of
Christian literature. Hunt's primary goal in this book is to challenge the prevailing theological ideas of
unconditional love, especially as they relate to the doctrines of Calvinism and Arminianism. Through
his exploration, Hunt provides readers with a critical lens through which to examine their
understanding of God's love and how it influences their faith.

Hunt articulates his concerns with the implications of certain theological positions, particularly those
that suggest God's love is automatic and unconditional regardless of human response. He posits that
such notions can lead to complacency in faith and a distorted understanding of God’s character.

Theological Context

To fully appreciate Hunt's arguments, it's essential to understand the theological backdrop against
which he writes. The book primarily addresses two major doctrinal perspectives:

Calvinism

Calvinism, rooted in the teachings of John Calvin, emphasizes God's sovereignty and predestination. It
suggests that God has already chosen certain individuals for salvation, irrespective of their actions or
beliefs. This perspective leads to the idea that God's love is selective and that not everyone will
receive it.

Arminianism

In contrast, Arminianism, founded by Jacobus Arminius, champions the concept of free will and God's
universal love. This view posits that Christ's atonement is available to all, and individuals have the
choice to accept or reject God's love.

Hunt engages with these theological frameworks to argue that both extremes can misrepresent the
nature of divine love. He seeks to provide a balanced view that emphasizes the importance of human



response in the context of God'’s love.

The Nature of God's Love

Throughout the book, Hunt examines several key characteristics of God's love. These characteristics
help to frame a more comprehensive understanding of what love means in a biblical context.

Conditional vs. Unconditional Love

One of the central themes in Hunt's work is the distinction between conditional and unconditional
love. He argues that while God's love is indeed profound and transformative, it is not devoid of
conditions. Hunt asserts that:

- Biblical love is relational: It requires a response from humanity.
- Obedience and faith are essential: God's love is extended to those who believe and obey Him.

This perspective challenges the idea that God's love is a blanket statement that applies to everyone
without any prerequisites.

The Importance of Repentance

Another significant aspect of Hunt's argument revolves around the necessity of repentance in
experiencing God's love. He emphasizes that true love necessitates a recognition of sin and a genuine
turning away from it. This leads to a deeper relationship with God, characterized by:

1. Humility: Acknowledging one's shortcomings.

2. Desire for transformation: A commitment to change through divine assistance.

3. Trust in God's promises: Believing in the redemptive power of Christ.

Hunt highlights that without repentance, individuals may remain disconnected from the fullness of
God's love.

Human Response to Divine Love

Hunt's exploration of love also delves into the human response to God's love. He argues that
understanding and accepting divine love is not a passive endeavor; it requires active participation.

Faith as a Response

Faith is central to Hunt's interpretation of love. He posits that:



- Faith is a gift: It is given by God but must be actively received.
- Active trust: True faith involves a commitment to follow God, reflecting a loving relationship.

This idea challenges the notion that faith can exist in isolation from actions. Hunt argues that genuine
faith manifests itself through obedience, good works, and a pursuit of holiness.

Love in Action

Hunt emphasizes that love is not merely an emotion but is demonstrated through actions. He
encourages believers to live out their faith through:

- Acts of kindness: Serving others as an expression of God’s love.
- Sharing the gospel: Actively engaging in dialogues about faith and salvation.

- Community involvement: Being an integral part of the church and wider society.

This concept of love in action reinforces the idea that faith is inherently relational and communal.

Implications for Believers

Hunt's examination of love carries significant implications for how believers navigate their faith and
relationships. He challenges readers to rethink their understanding of love in the context of their
spiritual journey.

Encouragement for Spiritual Growth

By presenting a nuanced view of God's love, Hunt encourages believers to pursue spiritual growth
actively. He advocates for:

- Engagement with Scripture: Deepening one’s understanding of God's character and love through
biblical study.

- Prayer and reflection: Seeking guidance and strength to live out one’s faith authentically.

- Community support: Connecting with fellow believers for encouragement and accountability.

These practices help cultivate a more profound experience of divine love and a healthier expression
of it toward others.

A Call for Discernment

Hunt's work also serves as a call for discernment in a world filled with differing views on love and
faith. He urges readers to:

- Evaluate teachings critically: Not all notions of love align with biblical principles.
- Seek truth: Engage with theological discussions to gain a comprehensive understanding of God's



love.
- Remain steadfast: Hold firm to the convictions that align with Scripture, even amidst cultural
pressures.

This call for discernment helps believers navigate the complexities of faith while remaining anchored
in truth.

Conclusion

"What Love Is This?" by Dave Hunt presents a compelling exploration of divine love that challenges
readers to reconsider their theological assumptions. By addressing the distinctions between
conditional and unconditional love, the necessity of human response, and the importance of love in
action, Hunt provides a framework that encourages spiritual growth and deepens the believer's
relationship with God.

Ultimately, Hunt’s work is a reminder that love, especially divine love, is both profound and complex,
requiring an active engagement that transcends mere sentiment. As readers reflect on the themes
presented in the book, they are invited to embrace a fuller understanding of what it means to love
and be loved by God. This journey not only enriches personal faith but also fosters a community that
reflects the true nature of God’s love in a world desperately in need of it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'What Love Is This?' by Dave Hunt?

The main theme of 'What Love Is This?' is the exploration of God's love in the context of Christian
theology, particularly addressing the concepts of grace, free will, and predestination.

How does Dave Hunt challenge Calvinist doctrine in 'What
Love Is This?'?

In 'What Love Is This?', Dave Hunt challenges Calvinist doctrine by arguing against the idea of
unconditional election and limited atonement, emphasizing that God's love is available to all
individuals and not just a select few.

What scriptural references does Dave Hunt use to support his
views in 'What Love Is This?'?

Dave Hunt uses various scriptural references, including verses from the New Testament that highlight
God's desire for all to be saved, such as 1 Timothy 2:4 and John 3:16, to support his views on
universal love and grace.



What impact has 'What Love Is This?' had on contemporary
Christian thought?

'What Love Is This?' has sparked significant discussion and debate within contemporary Christian
thought, particularly among those who are re-evaluating traditional doctrines of salvation and the
nature of God's love.

Is 'What Love Is This?' considered a critical work against
Reformed theology?

Yes, 'What Love Is This?' is considered a critical work against Reformed theology, as it presents a
counter-argument to key tenets of Calvinism, promoting an interpretation of God's love that is more
inclusive and accessible.
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