
what schools require the aamc preview exam
What schools require the AAMC PREview exam is a question that many prospective medical
students find themselves asking as they navigate the complex landscape of medical school
admissions. The AAMC PREview exam, developed by the Association of American Medical Colleges,
is designed to assess non-cognitive competencies that are essential for medical school success.
Understanding which schools require this exam can help applicants prepare more effectively and
strategically for their future in medicine.

Understanding the AAMC PREview Exam

The AAMC PREview exam evaluates a range of competencies that are critical for future healthcare
professionals. These competencies include:

Service orientation

Social skills

Teamwork

Ethical responsibility

Reliability and dependability

Capacity for improvement

The exam is structured to provide a holistic view of a candidate's potential beyond academic
performance. It aims to measure the interpersonal and intrapersonal skills that are increasingly
recognized as pivotal in the practice of medicine.

Which Schools Require the AAMC PREview Exam?

As the medical education landscape continues to evolve, more schools are beginning to recognize
the importance of the AAMC PREview exam as part of their admissions process. While not all
medical schools require this exam, a growing number are incorporating it into their evaluation
criteria. Here is a list of some notable schools that have adopted the AAMC PREview exam
requirement:

University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) School of Medicine1.

University of Michigan Medical School2.



Vanderbilt University School of Medicine3.

University of Virginia School of Medicine4.

Tufts University School of Medicine5.

University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine6.

University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine7.

University of Miami Miller School of Medicine8.

Weill Cornell Medicine9.

George Washington University School of Medicine and Health Sciences10.

While this list includes some of the more prominent schools that require the exam, it is important to
note that the list is not exhaustive. Each year, more institutions may choose to integrate the AAMC
PREview exam into their admissions processes. Therefore, it is crucial for applicants to verify the
requirements of each school they intend to apply to.

Why Schools Require the AAMC PREview Exam

The reasons behind the increasing requirement of the AAMC PREview exam by medical schools can
be attributed to several factors:

Holistic Admissions Process: Many medical schools are moving towards a more holistic
approach in their admissions process, which considers not only academic credentials but also
interpersonal skills and ethical reasoning.

Alignment with Medical Practice: The competencies assessed by the PREview exam reflect
real-world skills that are essential in clinical settings, making it a valuable tool for predicting a
candidate's future success in medicine.

Standardized Assessment: The PREview exam provides a standardized measure of non-
cognitive skills, allowing schools to compare candidates more effectively.

Addressing Diversity: By focusing on a broader range of competencies, schools aim to create
a more diverse and well-rounded student body that can better serve the needs of various
communities.



Preparing for the AAMC PREview Exam

For those who find themselves in the position of needing to take the AAMC PREview exam,
preparation is key. Here are some strategies that can help candidates effectively prepare for this
unique assessment:

Familiarize Yourself with the Exam Format: Understanding the structure and format of the1.
exam can help alleviate anxiety and improve performance. The PREview exam consists of
multiple-choice questions that assess various competencies.

Practice with Sample Questions: The AAMC provides sample questions that can help2.
candidates get a feel for the types of questions they will encounter on the exam.

Engage in Self-Reflection: Candidates should take time to reflect on their own interpersonal3.
skills and ethical reasoning. Engaging in activities that enhance these skills, such as
volunteering or working in team settings, can be beneficial.

Utilize Study Groups: Collaborating with peers to discuss scenarios and practice questions4.
can enhance understanding and retention of the material.

Additional Resources

In addition to self-study methods, there are numerous resources available to help candidates
prepare for the AAMC PREview exam:

AAMC Official Resources: The AAMC website offers a range of materials, including
preparation guides and sample questions.

Prep Courses: Some organizations offer specialized prep courses focused on the PREview
exam, which can provide structured study plans and expert guidance.

Online Forums and Communities: Engaging with other test-takers through forums can
provide support, resources, and shared experiences that can enhance preparation.

Final Thoughts

As the medical school admissions process continues to evolve, the AAMC PREview exam is becoming
an increasingly important component for many institutions. Understanding which schools require
the AAMC PREview exam is crucial for prospective medical students, as it can significantly influence
their preparation strategies and overall application approach.



By focusing on the competencies assessed by the exam, candidates can better prepare themselves
for a successful career in medicine, one that requires not only academic excellence but also the
interpersonal and ethical skills necessary for effective patient care. As always, applicants should stay
informed about the latest admissions requirements and prepare accordingly to enhance their
chances of acceptance into their desired medical schools.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the AAMC PREview Exam?
The AAMC PREview Exam is an assessment tool developed by the Association of American Medical
Colleges designed to evaluate non-cognitive skills and competencies important for success in
medical school and beyond.

Which medical schools require the AAMC PREview Exam for
admission?
As of October 2023, specific medical schools that require the AAMC PREview Exam may vary each
application cycle. It is essential to check individual school admissions websites for the most up-to-
date requirements.

Why do some medical schools require the AAMC PREview
Exam?
Some medical schools require the AAMC PREview Exam to assess applicants' non-cognitive skills
such as teamwork, ethics, and resilience, which are crucial for success in medical education and
practice.

How can I find out if my target medical school requires the
AAMC PREview Exam?
You can find out if your target medical school requires the AAMC PREview Exam by visiting the
school's official admissions webpage or by consulting the AAMC's list of participating schools.

What is the format of the AAMC PREview Exam?
The AAMC PREview Exam consists of multiple-choice questions that assess various competencies
through situational judgment scenarios, requiring test-takers to choose the most appropriate
responses.

When should I take the AAMC PREview Exam?
It is recommended to take the AAMC PREview Exam in the spring or early summer prior to applying
to medical school, allowing time for the scores to be sent to the schools you are applying to.



Are there any resources available to prepare for the AAMC
PREview Exam?
Yes, the AAMC offers preparation resources, including practice questions and guides. Additionally,
various test preparation companies provide study materials specifically tailored for the AAMC
PREview Exam.
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