
what the bible says about love
What the Bible Says About Love is a topic that resonates deeply within the hearts of many, as love is
a central theme woven throughout the pages of Scripture. The Bible portrays love not only as an
emotion but as a profound principle that undergirds human relationships and our relationship with
God. From the Old Testament to the New Testament, love is presented as a commandment, a divine
quality, and the foundation of all Christian teachings. This article will explore the multifaceted nature
of love in the Bible, its definitions, expressions, and implications for believers today.

Defining Love in the Bible

In biblical terms, love is expressed through various Greek and Hebrew words, each carrying its own
nuances.

Agape Love

One of the most significant terms for love in the New Testament is "agape." This term refers to an
unconditional, selfless love that seeks the well-being of others without expecting anything in return.
Agape love is exemplified in:

- God’s love for humanity: John 3:16 states, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
- The call to love others: In Matthew 22:39, Jesus commands, “Love your neighbor as yourself,”
emphasizing that love should extend beyond familial or close relationships.

Phileo Love

Another important term is "phileo," which denotes brotherly love or friendship. This type of love is
characterized by mutual affection and companionship. In John 15:15, Jesus says, “I no longer call you
servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends,”
illustrating the relational aspect of love that involves trust and camaraderie.

Eros Love

While not explicitly mentioned in the Bible, "eros" refers to romantic love. It is celebrated within the
context of marriage in the Song of Solomon, where passionate love and desire between a husband
and wife are poetically depicted. This type of love is celebrated as part of God's design for human
relationships.



The Greatest Commandment

In the Gospels, Jesus emphasizes the importance of love through His teachings. The two greatest
commandments encapsulate the essence of biblical love.

Love for God

In Matthew 22:37-38, Jesus responds to a question about the greatest commandment by stating,
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the
first and greatest commandment.” This command underscores that love for God should be the
foremost priority in a believer's life.

Love for Others

Following the command to love God, Jesus adds, “And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself’” (Matthew 22:39). This dual commandment highlights that love is not only vertical—between
God and humanity—but also horizontal, between individuals. The implications of this love include:

- Compassion: Acting with kindness and understanding toward others.
- Forgiveness: Letting go of grievances to foster peace and reconciliation.
- Service: Helping those in need as an expression of love.

Love as a Fruit of the Spirit

The Bible teaches that love is a fundamental characteristic of a believer's life, often described as a
fruit of the Spirit. In Galatians 5:22-23, Paul writes, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” This passage suggests
that:

- Love is a natural outcome of a life led by the Holy Spirit.
- Believers are called to cultivate love alongside other virtues.

Love in Action

The Bible does not merely define love; it also illustrates it through actions and stories. Here are some
examples of love in action from Scripture:

The Good Samaritan

In Luke 10:25-37, Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan. This story emphasizes love expressed



through compassion and action. A Samaritan helps a wounded man, despite societal prejudices,
demonstrating that true love transcends boundaries and is shown through deeds rather than mere
words.

Jesus’ Sacrificial Love

The ultimate example of love in the Bible is Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross. In Romans 5:8, Paul
writes, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for
us.” This act of love illustrates:

- Self-sacrifice: True love often requires personal sacrifice for the benefit of others.
- Unconditional acceptance: God's love does not depend on our merit, highlighting the grace that
characterizes divine love.

The Characteristics of Love

The Bible provides a vivid description of love in 1 Corinthians 13, often referred to as the "Love
Chapter." Here, Paul outlines the characteristics of true love, which include:

1. Patience: Love is willing to endure hardships without complaint.
2. Kindness: Love is gentle and caring towards others.
3. No Envy: Love does not harbor jealousy or resentment.
4. No Pride: Love is humble and does not seek to elevate oneself at the expense of others.
5. Forgiveness: Love keeps no record of wrongs, allowing for reconciliation and healing.

This passage serves as a guide for how believers are encouraged to express love in their
relationships.

The Challenges of Love

While love is a beautiful concept, the Bible also acknowledges the challenges associated with it.

Love in a Broken World

In a world filled with sin and brokenness, loving others can be difficult. The Bible encourages believers
to:

- Extend grace: Recognize that everyone has flaws and shortcomings.
- Practice forgiveness: Let go of bitterness to foster healing in relationships.
- Stand firm in love: Even in the face of adversity, maintain a commitment to love.



Love and Conflict

Conflicts can arise in any relationship, but the Bible offers guidance on how to navigate these
situations.

- Communicate openly: Ephesians 4:15 encourages speaking the truth in love.
- Seek reconciliation: Matthew 5:24 urges believers to reconcile with others before offering gifts at the
altar.
- Pray for others: Loving those who are difficult to love often requires divine assistance.

Conclusion

What the Bible says about love encapsulates a rich and multifaceted understanding of this powerful
emotion and principle. From the unconditional love of God to the call for believers to love one
another, the Scriptures present love as the cornerstone of faith and relationships. As we strive to
embody love in our lives, we are reminded that it is not merely a feeling but an active choice to care
for, serve, and uplift others. By embracing the biblical principles of love, believers can cultivate
deeper connections with God and one another, reflecting the divine love that has been so generously
bestowed upon us. In a world that often struggles with division and strife, the call to love remains a
timeless and essential message for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the Bible say about the nature of love?
The Bible describes love as patient and kind, not envious or boastful. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 highlights
that love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.

How does the Bible define love in relation to God?
The Bible states that God is love (1 John 4:8). This means that true love originates from God and
reflects His character, emphasizing unconditional love and grace.

What does the Bible teach about loving others?
The Bible commands us to love our neighbors as ourselves (Mark 12:31) and even to love our enemies
(Matthew 5:44), highlighting that love should extend beyond natural affections.

What role does love play in fulfilling the law according to the
Bible?
In Romans 13:10, it is stated that love is the fulfillment of the law. This means that genuine love for
others encompasses and upholds the moral standards set forth in the Scriptures.



How can one practice love according to biblical principles?
Practicing love according to the Bible involves actions like serving others, showing compassion,
forgiving wrongs, and being selfless, as illustrated in passages like Galatians 5:13-14.

What does the Bible say about love in the context of
marriage?
The Bible emphasizes that love in marriage should be sacrificial and unconditional, as seen in
Ephesians 5:25, where husbands are instructed to love their wives as Christ loved the church.
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