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Introduction to "What the Cicada Said to the Black Boy"

What the cicada said to the black boy analysis delves into the profound themes of identity, heritage,

and the complexities of the human experience as explored through the lens of a unique poetic

narrative. The poem is a poignant exploration of the intersections between nature, race, and personal

growth. Written by renowned poet A. Van Jordan, the piece invites readers to reflect on their own

identities and the world around them through the metaphor of the cicada and its relationship with the

young black boy.

Thematic Exploration

Identity and Self-Discovery

At the core of the poem is a deep exploration of identity. The black boy’s encounter with the cicada

serves as a catalyst for introspection and self-realization. The cicada, known for its cyclical life and

song, symbolizes freedom and the natural rhythm of life. The boy’s interaction with this creature

prompts him to consider his own existence, the societal expectations placed upon him, and his place

within the larger tapestry of life.

Key aspects of identity explored in the poem include:

Racial Identity: The boy grapples with the societal perceptions of his race and how it shapes his

experiences and relationships.



Cultural Heritage: The cicada’s song represents a connection to the past, highlighting the

importance of understanding one’s roots.

Personal Growth: The boy’s journey is one of maturation, as he learns to embrace his identity

rather than hide from it.

Nature as a Metaphor

The cicada itself serves as a powerful metaphor throughout the poem. It represents not only the

beauty of nature but also the idea of resilience and the cycle of life. The cicada emerges after years of

silence, symbolizing rebirth and the potential for transformation.

The use of nature in literature often evokes feelings of connection and reflection. In this poem, the

cicada's song acts as a reminder of the natural world’s influence on personal identity and the broader

human experience. As the boy listens to the cicada, he is reminded of the importance of finding his

own voice and the power that comes from embracing who he is.

Symbolism and Imagery

The Cicada

The cicada is rich with symbolism in the poem. Its life cycle, which includes years spent underground

followed by a brief period of song and mating, serves as a metaphor for the struggles and triumphs of

marginalized communities.

Key symbolic interpretations of the cicada include:



Resilience: The cicada's ability to emerge after years of dormancy reflects the strength required1.

to overcome adversity.

Voice: The cicada’s song represents the importance of expression and the individual’s right to be2.

heard.

Connection to the Past: The cicada’s life cycle echoes the interconnectedness of history,3.

ancestry, and personal narrative.

The Black Boy

The black boy in the poem serves as a representation of youth and the quest for self-identity. His

interactions with the cicada highlight his internal struggles and desires for acceptance, understanding,

and freedom.

Key aspects of the boy's symbolism include:

Innocence: The boy embodies a sense of innocence and curiosity about the world, emphasizing

the importance of exploration in the journey of self-discovery.

Struggle: His experiences reflect the challenges faced by many young people, particularly those

from marginalized backgrounds.

Hope: The boy's eventual acceptance of his identity signifies hope for a brighter future and the

possibility of reconciliation with his heritage.



Literary Devices and Techniques

The poem employs various literary devices to convey its themes and messages effectively. These

devices enhance the reader's experience and deepen the overall impact of the narrative.

Imagery

Jordan’s use of vivid imagery allows readers to visualize the scene and feel the emotions conveyed.

Descriptions of the cicada’s song and the natural surroundings create a sensory experience that

immerses the reader in the boy’s world.

Metaphor and Simile

The poem is rich with metaphors and similes that draw parallels between the boy's experiences and

the life cycle of the cicada. These comparisons help to illustrate complex emotions and themes in a

relatable manner.

Personification

The cicada is personified, giving it a voice that speaks to the boy. This device emphasizes the

connection between nature and humanity, suggesting that the natural world has wisdom to impart.

Conclusion: The Journey of Understanding

In analyzing what the cicada said to the black boy, readers are invited to reflect on their own journeys



of self-discovery and the influences that shape their identities. The poem serves as a reminder of the

importance of embracing one’s heritage, finding one’s voice, and recognizing the interconnectedness

of all living things.

Through the interplay of symbolism, imagery, and literary devices, A. Van Jordan crafts a narrative that

resonates with individuals from diverse backgrounds. The cicada’s song becomes a powerful metaphor

for the struggle for self-acceptance and the celebration of one’s identity.

Ultimately, "What the Cicada Said to the Black Boy" is not just a poem about a boy and a cicada; it is

a celebration of life, resilience, and the journey toward understanding oneself in a complex world. The

narrative encourages readers to listen to their own inner cicadas, fostering a sense of connection to

the world around them and to their unique stories.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'What the Cicada Said to the Black

Boy'?

The central theme explores the intersection of identity, race, and the experience of growing up as a

Black boy in America, highlighting the struggle for self-acceptance and the influence of nature.

How does the cicada symbolize different aspects of life in the poem?

The cicada symbolizes resilience and the cyclical nature of life. Its song represents the voice and

experiences of the Black boy, echoing themes of survival and the search for belonging.

What role does nature play in the poem's narrative?

Nature serves as a backdrop that reflects the emotions and internal struggles of the Black boy. It acts

as a source of comfort and wisdom, contrasting with societal challenges.



How does the poem address issues of race and identity?

The poem addresses race and identity by portraying the Black boy's introspection and interactions with

the cicada, emphasizing the complexities of self-identification in a racially charged environment.

What literary devices are prominently used in the poem?

The poem utilizes imagery, symbolism, and personification, particularly in the depiction of the cicada,

to enrich the emotional depth and convey its messages effectively.

What message does the cicada convey to the Black boy?

The cicada conveys messages of hope and perseverance, encouraging the Black boy to embrace his

unique identity and find strength in his experiences amidst adversity.

In what ways does the poem reflect the author's personal

experiences?

The poem reflects the author's personal experiences by drawing on themes of childhood, cultural

heritage, and the impact of societal expectations on one's self-worth and identity.

How does the poem’s structure contribute to its overall impact?

The poem's structure, with its rhythmic flow and varied line lengths, mimics the natural sounds of the

cicada, enhancing the emotional resonance and creating a sense of continuity in the narrative.

What is the significance of the relationship between the cicada and

the Black boy?

The relationship signifies a mentorship of sorts, where the cicada represents wisdom and experience,

guiding the Black boy through his journey of understanding himself and the world around him.



How does the poem relate to contemporary discussions about race

and youth?

The poem relates to contemporary discussions by addressing the challenges faced by Black youth,

including systemic racism and the quest for identity, promoting dialogue about these critical issues in

society.
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