
what to bring to a paraprofessional interview
What to bring to a paraprofessional interview is a critical question for many aspiring educational
support professionals. Preparing for an interview can be nerve-wracking, but knowing what to bring
can help you feel more confident and organized. Paraprofessionals play an essential role in the
education system, often working alongside teachers to support students with varying needs. Whether
you are a first-time applicant or a seasoned professional seeking a new position, understanding the
materials you should have on hand can make a significant difference in your interview performance.
In this article, we will explore the essential items to bring and how they can help you stand out as a
strong candidate.

Essential Documents to Bring

When attending a paraprofessional interview, it is crucial to bring the right documents that
demonstrate your qualifications and preparedness. Here are some essential documents to consider:

Resume: Your resume is a vital document that outlines your education, work experience, and
relevant skills. Make sure it is up-to-date and tailored to the paraprofessional role you are
applying for.

Cover Letter: A well-written cover letter can complement your resume by providing additional
context about your experiences and enthusiasm for the position. If you submitted one with your
application, bring a copy.

References: Prepare a list of professional references who can speak to your skills and
character. Include their names, contact information, and your relationship with them. Aim for at
least three references.

Certification and Training Documents: If you have any relevant certifications, such as CPR
or first aid, or specialized training in working with students with disabilities, bring copies to
showcase your qualifications.

Transcripts or Diplomas: If applicable, bring copies of your academic transcripts or diplomas,
especially if you have completed relevant coursework in education or child development.

Why Documents Matter

Having these documents on hand not only shows your professionalism but also provides tangible
proof of your qualifications. Interviewers often appreciate candidates who come prepared with the
necessary materials, as it demonstrates a serious commitment to the application process.
Additionally, if any specific requirements were mentioned in the job posting, having those documents
readily available can help you address them directly during your interview.



Personal Items to Consider

In addition to essential documents, there are personal items that can help you feel more prepared
and at ease during your interview. Consider packing the following:

Notepad and Pen: Bring a notepad and pen to jot down important points during the interview,
especially if the interviewer shares valuable information about the role or the school.

Portfolio: If you have a portfolio showcasing your experience or any relevant projects, bring it
along. This can include lesson plans, educational materials you have developed, or examples of
student work.

Business Attire: Dress professionally for the interview. Wearing appropriate business attire
can boost your confidence and create a positive first impression.

Breath Mints or Gum: Freshening your breath before the interview can help you feel more
confident, particularly if you are nervous.

Water Bottle: Staying hydrated is essential, especially if you are feeling anxious. Bring a water
bottle to sip on before your interview begins.

Creating a Positive Impression

The personal items you choose to bring can significantly impact how you present yourself in the
interview. A professional appearance combined with the right materials helps convey your
seriousness about the position. Moreover, being prepared with a notepad and pen shows that you are
engaged and interested in what the interviewer has to say.

Research and Preparation

Aside from physical items, mental preparation is equally important. Researching the school or
organization you are interviewing with can give you valuable insights that will help you during the
interview. Here are some tips for effective research:

Understand the School’s Mission and Values: Familiarize yourself with the school’s mission
statement and core values. This knowledge can help you align your responses with their goals.

Review the Job Description: Go through the job description carefully, noting any specific
skills or qualifications required. Be prepared to discuss how your experience aligns with these
requirements.

Learn About the Student Population: If possible, gather information about the students you



will be supporting. Understanding their needs can help you articulate how you can contribute to
their success.

Prepare Questions: Have a list of thoughtful questions ready to ask the interviewer. This
shows your genuine interest in the position and allows you to assess if the school is a good fit
for you.

Why Research is Key

Conducting thorough research not only helps you answer questions more effectively but also
demonstrates your initiative and enthusiasm for the role. Interviewers are often impressed by
candidates who show a genuine interest in their school community and the specific needs of their
students.

Practice Common Interview Questions

Lastly, practicing answers to common paraprofessional interview questions can help you feel more
comfortable and articulate during the interview. Here are some questions you might encounter:

What experience do you have working with children or in an educational setting?1.

How do you handle challenging behavior in students?2.

Can you describe a time when you worked collaboratively with a teacher or other staff member?3.

What strategies do you use to support students with different learning styles?4.

Why do you want to work as a paraprofessional at our school?5.

Benefits of Practicing

Practicing your responses allows you to refine your answers and feel more confident during the
interview. It also helps you articulate your thoughts clearly and concisely, making it easier to convey
your skills and experiences to the interviewer.

Conclusion

In summary, knowing what to bring to a paraprofessional interview can make a significant difference



in your performance and confidence. By preparing essential documents, personal items, and
conducting thorough research, you can present yourself as a qualified and enthusiastic candidate.
Remember to practice common interview questions and be ready to showcase your passion for
supporting students. With the right preparation, you can navigate your paraprofessional interview
with ease and make a lasting impression. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What documents should I bring to a paraprofessional
interview?
You should bring multiple copies of your resume, a list of references, your transcripts or certifications,
and any relevant licenses.

Is it important to bring a portfolio to a paraprofessional
interview?
Yes, a portfolio showcasing your relevant experiences, lesson plans, and any student work can
demonstrate your skills and creativity.

Should I bring questions to ask the interviewers?
Absolutely! Prepare thoughtful questions about the school culture, support for paraprofessionals, and
the specific role to show your interest and engagement.

What personal items should I consider bringing to the
interview?
Consider bringing a notepad and pen for taking notes, as well as a professional-looking bag to keep
your materials organized.

How should I prepare my references for the interview?
Contact your references in advance to inform them about the interview and ensure they are prepared
to speak positively about your qualifications.
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