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What to Bring to Citizenship Interview

The citizenship interview is a significant milestone in the journey toward
becoming a U.S. citizen. It is a crucial step in the naturalization process
where applicants must demonstrate their knowledge of U.S. history,
government, and English proficiency. However, the importance of preparation
cannot be overstated; one of the critical components of this preparation is
ensuring you bring the right documents and materials to your citizenship
interview. This article will detail what to bring to your citizenship
interview, helping you to feel confident and organized on the day of your
appointment.

Understanding the Citizenship Interview Process

Before diving into the specifics of what to bring, it is essential to
understand the citizenship interview process itself. After submitting your
naturalization application (Form N-400), U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) will schedule an interview for you. During the interview, a
USCIS officer will review your application, ask questions about your
background, and test your knowledge of English and civics.

Key Components of the Citizenship Interview

1. Application Review: The officer will go through your Form N-400 and may
ask questions to clarify any inconsistencies or gather additional
information.

2. English Test: You will be tested on your ability to read, write, and speak
English.

3. Civics Test: You will be asked questions about U.S. history and
government.

4. Oath of Allegiance: If you pass the interview and tests, you will be asked
to take the Oath of Allegiance, which is the final step in the naturalization
process.

Essential Documents to Bring

Bringing the correct documents is crucial for a smooth citizenship interview.
Below is a comprehensive list of what you should bring to your interview:

1. Your Appointment Notice

- Form N-445: This is the notice you received from USCIS confirming the date,
time, and location of your interview. Bring this document as it serves as
proof of your appointment.



2. Personal Identification

- Valid Photo ID: Bring a government-issued photo identification, such as a
passport or a driver's license. This ID helps verify your identity.

- Permanent Resident Card: Also known as your Green Card, this document is
essential as it proves your status as a lawful permanent resident.

3. Completed Form N-400

- Copy of Your N-400 Application: Bring a copy of your completed Form N-400,
which you submitted to USCIS. This will help you reference your application
during the interview.

4. Supporting Documents

Depending on your circumstances, you may need to bring additional supporting
documents, such as:

- Marriage Certificate: If you are applying based on your marriage to a U.S.
citizen, bring your marriage certificate and any divorce decrees if
applicable.

- Children’s Birth Certificates: If you have children, bring their birth
certificates to show your relationship to them.

- Evidence of Employment: Bring documents that show your employment history,
such as pay stubs, tax returns, or a letter from your employer.

- Proof of Residence: Bring documents that prove your residency in the U.S.,
like utility bills, lease agreements, or bank statements.

- Military Records: If you have served in the military, bring your military
discharge papers or any other relevant documentation.

- Court Documents: If you have ever been arrested or taken to court, bring
any related court documents, including disposition records.

5. Documentation of Your Time in the U.S.

- Travel Records: Bring a record of any trips you have taken outside the U.S.
since becoming a permanent resident. This helps demonstrate continuous
residency.

- Tax Returns: It is advisable to bring copies of your tax returns for the
past five years to show that you have been filing taxes as required.

Preparing for the Interview

In addition to bringing the necessary documents, preparation is key. Here are



some steps to take before your interview:

1. Review Your Application

- Go through your Form N-400 carefully and make sure you can answer questions
about your application confidently. Familiarize yourself with the information
you provided.

2. Study for the Civics Test

- The civics test covers 100 questions about U.S. history and government.
Study these questions and practice answering them. USCIS provides study
guides and resources to help.

3. Practice English Skills

- Review your English language skills, especially if you are not a native
speaker. Work on your speaking, reading, and writing skills. You may consider
enrolling in an English class or practicing with a friends or family member.

4. Mock Interviews

- Conduct mock interviews with friends, family, or community organizations
that assist with citizenship applications. This will help you get comfortable
with the interview format and questions.

Day of the Interview: Final Checklist

On the day of your interview, it’s important to be organized and calm. Here’s
a final checklist to ensure you have everything you need:

1. Appointment Notice (Form N-445)
2. Valid Photo ID
3. Permanent Resident Card
4. Copy of Form N-400
5. Supporting Documents (marriage certificates, tax returns, etc.)
6. Travel Records
7. Additional Information (if required, such as military or court documents)

Conclusion

The citizenship interview is a significant step in your journey toward
becoming a U.S. citizen. By following this guide and ensuring you bring the
necessary documents, you can approach your interview day with confidence.
Remember, preparation is key—not only in gathering your documents but also in
reviewing your application, studying for the civics and English tests, and



practicing your interview skills. With the right mindset and preparation, you
will be well-equipped to succeed in your citizenship interview and take one
step closer to realizing your dream of U.S. citizenship.

Frequently Asked Questions

What primary documents do I need to bring to my
citizenship interview?

You need to bring your green card, a valid photo ID, and any documents that
support your application, such as tax returns or marriage certificates.

Should I bring copies of my application to the
citizenship interview?

Yes, it's a good idea to bring a copy of your N-400 application, as well as
any supporting documents, to reference during the interview.

Do I need to bring my spouse or family members to the
citizenship interview?

While it's not required, you may bring your spouse or family members for
support; however, they will not be allowed to participate in the interview.

What if I have changed my name since submitting my
application?

If you have changed your name, bring documentation of the name change, such
as a marriage certificate or court order, to the interview.

Are there any specific items I should avoid bringing
to the citizenship interview?

You should avoid bringing large bags, electronic devices, or anything that
may not be allowed in the USCIS office, such as weapons or illegal
substances.
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