what to study for ap lit exam

What to study for the AP Lit exam is a question many high school students ask as they prepare
for this challenging test. The Advanced Placement (AP) English Literature and Composition exam is
designed to assess students' abilities to analyze and interpret literary works, as well as to express
their insights in clear and coherent writing. In this article, we will explore the essential components of
the AP Lit exam, the types of literature to study, effective study strategies, and resources to help you
succeed.

Understanding the AP Lit Exam Structure

Before diving into what to study, it's crucial to understand the structure of the AP Literature exam.
The exam is typically divided into two main sections: multiple choice and free response.

1. Multiple Choice Section

The multiple-choice section consists of 55 questions that assess your reading comprehension and
ability to analyze excerpts from various literary forms. This section typically includes:

- Poetry
- Prose fiction
- Drama

You will need to demonstrate an understanding of literary devices, themes, character development,
and the author’s intent.

2. Free Response Section

The free response section is divided into three parts:

1. Analysis of a Poem: You will be given a poem and asked to analyze its meaning, structure, and use
of literary devices.

2. Analysis of a Prose Passage: Similar to the poetry section, you will analyze a prose excerpt,
focusing on narrative techniques and thematic elements.

3. Open-Ended Question: You will be asked to write an essay responding to a prompt about a work of
literature you have studied. This section allows you to choose any literary work, giving you the
opportunity to showcase your knowledge and analytical skills.

Essential Literature to Study

To effectively prepare for the AP Lit exam, it is essential to familiarize yourself with a range of literary



works. Below are some categories and examples of literature that you should consider studying:

1. Classic Novels

Classic novels are often featured on the exam due to their thematic depth and complexity. Some
must-read classics include:

- "Pride and Prejudice" by Jane Austen

- "Moby Dick" by Herman Melville

- "The Great Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald

- "Jane Eyre" by Charlotte Bronté

- "The Scarlet Letter" by Nathaniel Hawthorne

2. Poetry

Poetry analysis is a crucial part of the exam, so make sure to read a variety of poets and styles. Key
poets to study include:

- Emily Dickinson

- Robert Frost

- Langston Hughes
- T.S. Eliot

- Sylvia Plath

3. Plays

Familiarity with significant plays is also beneficial. Consider studying:

- "Hamlet" by William Shakespeare

- "A Streetcar Named Desire" by Tennessee Williams
- "Death of a Salesman" by Arthur Miller

- "The Glass Menagerie" by Tennessee Williams

- "Waiting for Godot" by Samuel Beckett

4. Contemporary Works

While the exam often emphasizes classics, contemporary literature can also appear. Examples
include:

- "Beloved" by Toni Morrison

- "The Road" by Cormac McCarthy

- "The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao" by Junot Diaz
- "The Things They Carried" by Tim O’Brien



Effective Study Strategies

Having a solid understanding of the literature is just one part of preparing for the AP Literature exam.
Here are some effective study strategies to enhance your preparation.

1. Create a Reading List

Start by compiling a list of texts that you will study. Ensure you cover a diverse range of genres, time
periods, and authors. This variety will help you understand different literary techniques and themes.

2. Practice Close Reading

Close reading is essential for analyzing texts in-depth. As you read, pay attention to:

- Literary devices (imagery, symbolism, metaphor)
- Character development

- Theme and tone

- Author’s purpose and perspective

Take notes as you read to reinforce your understanding and make connections between different
works.

3. Write Practice Essays

Practice writing essays in response to free-response prompts. Focus on articulating clear and coherent
arguments supported by textual evidence. Consider using the following structure:

- Introduction: Present your thesis and main points.
- Body Paragraphs: Each paragraph should focus on a specific aspect of the text.
- Conclusion: Summarize your argument and its implications.

Time yourself to simulate exam conditions and improve your writing under pressure.

4. Review Literary Terms and Devices

Familiarize yourself with key literary terms and devices commonly encountered in literature. Some
important terms include:

- Alliteration

- Allegory

- Foreshadowing
- Irony



- Symbolism

Understanding these terms will greatly aid your analysis and discussion of texts.

Resources for AP Lit Exam Preparation

To facilitate your study process, consider utilizing various resources that can provide additional
support.

1. Review Books

Several review books specifically designed for the AP Literature exam can help you prepare
effectively. Some popular titles include:

- "Cracking the AP English Literature Exam" by Princeton Review
- "5 Steps to a 5: AP English Literature" by Estelle M. Rankin
- "Barron's AP English Literature and Composition" by George Ehrenhaft

These books typically include practice questions, essay prompts, and tips for success.

2. Online Resources

Many websites offer free resources, including practice tests and study guides. Some notable websites
include:

- AP Classroom: Official resources from the College Board.

- Khan Academy: Offers lessons on literary analysis and writing.
- LitCharts: Provides summaries and analyses of various literary works.

3. Study Groups

Consider forming or joining a study group with classmates. Collaborating with others can provide
different perspectives and deepen your understanding of the material. Discussing themes, characters,
and literary techniques will enhance your analytical skills.

Final Tips for Success

As you prepare for the AP Literature exam, keep the following tips in mind:

- Stay Consistent: Create a study schedule and stick to it. Consistent practice will help reinforce your
understanding.



- Take Breaks: Don’t forget to take breaks to avoid burnout. Allow time for relaxation and self-care.
- Stay Positive: Maintain a positive attitude and remind yourself that preparation will pay off.

By focusing on what to study for the AP Lit exam, employing effective study strategies, and utilizing
available resources, you will be well-equipped to tackle the challenges of the exam and achieve the
score you desire. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What key literary terms should | focus on for the AP Lit exam?

You should focus on terms such as imagery, symbolism, theme, tone, and diction, as these are often
referenced in exam questions and essays.

Which major literary works are commonly included in the AP
Lit exam curriculum?

Some commonly studied works include 'The Great Gatsby' by F. Scott Fitzgerald, 'Beloved' by Toni
Morrison, and 'Hamlet' by William Shakespeare.

How important is it to read poetry for the AP Lit exam?

Reading poetry is very important as the exam includes poetry analysis. Familiarize yourself with
various poets and poetic devices.

Should I practice writing essays for the AP Lit exam?

Yes, practicing timed essays is crucial. Focus on developing a clear thesis, supporting arguments, and
textual evidence.

What types of questions can | expect on the AP Lit exam?

Expect multiple-choice questions focusing on literary analysis, as well as free-response questions that
require essay writing on specific texts.

How can | effectively analyze characters for the exam?

Focus on character development, motivations, relationships, and how they contribute to the overall
theme of the work.

Is it beneficial to study historical context for the AP Lit exam?

Yes, understanding the historical and cultural context of a work can enhance your analysis and
provide deeper insights during the exam.



Are there specific themes | should pay attention to while
studying?

Yes, common themes include identity, love, conflict, and the human experience. Be prepared to
discuss how these themes manifest in different texts.

What role does practice with past exam papers play in
preparation?

Practicing with past exam papers helps familiarize you with the format, question types, and time
management needed for the actual exam.

How can | improve my overall reading comprehension for the
AP Lit exam?

Read a variety of literature, take notes, summarize texts, and discuss them with peers to enhance
your understanding and interpretation skills.
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