
what was arthur millers purpose in writing
the crucible
What was Arthur Miller's purpose in writing The Crucible? Arthur Miller’s play, set against the
backdrop of the Salem witch trials of 1692, is more than just a historical drama; it serves as a
poignant commentary on the societal issues of his time. Written during the height of McCarthyism in
the 1950s, Miller's work explores themes of hysteria, guilt, and the consequences of individual actions
within a community. By delving into the motivations behind Miller's writing, we can uncover the
intricate layers of meaning embedded within The Crucible, as well as its relevance both in the past
and today.

The Historical Context of The Crucible

The Salem Witch Trials

The Salem witch trials were a series of hearings and prosecutions of people accused of witchcraft in
colonial Massachusetts. The trials resulted in the execution of 20 individuals and the imprisonment of
many others. This dark chapter in American history serves as a backdrop for Miller’s play,
demonstrating how fear can drive a community to irrational behavior.

The McCarthy Era

Miller wrote The Crucible during the 1950s, a period marked by intense anti-communist sentiment in
the United States. Senator Joseph McCarthy led a campaign to root out supposed communists within
the government and other sectors of society. Much like the characters in Salem, individuals were
often accused without evidence, leading to widespread paranoia and social division. Miller’s purpose
was to draw parallels between the witch trials and the Red Scare, highlighting the dangers of mass
hysteria and the consequences of scapegoating.


