
what was the first pokemon
What was the first Pokémon? This question has intrigued fans of the franchise since its inception.
Pokémon, a combination of the words "Pocket" and "Monsters," has captivated millions worldwide
since its launch in the mid-90s. It is a media franchise created by Satoshi Tajiri and Ken Sugimori,
developed by Game Freak and published by Nintendo. As the franchise has expanded, so has the lore
surrounding the Pokémon universe, including the origins of its creatures. In this article, we will
delve into the topic of what is considered the first Pokémon, exploring its history, design, and
significance in the Pokémon world.

Understanding the Pokémon Universe

To grasp what the first Pokémon is, it's essential to understand the broader context of the Pokémon
universe. The Pokémon world is inhabited by creatures that trainers capture and train to battle each
other. These creatures, known as Pokémon, come in various shapes, sizes, and abilities. The
franchise includes video games, trading card games, an animated television series, movies, and
merchandise.

The Pokémon franchise began with the release of Pokémon Red and Green in Japan in 1996. Since
then, it has grown into one of the most successful and recognizable brands in the world, with over
800 unique Pokémon introduced across multiple generations.

The Concept of Pokémon

The Pokémon franchise revolves around several core concepts:

1. Capturing and Training: Trainers capture Pokémon using devices called Poké Balls. The captured
Pokémon can then be trained and evolved.
2. Battling: Pokémon trainers pit their Pokémon against one another in battles, utilizing strategy and
type advantages to win.
3. Exploration: Trainers explore the Pokémon world to find new Pokémon, items, and challenges.
4. Friendship and Bonding: The bond between trainers and their Pokémon is a central theme,
emphasizing companionship and teamwork.

Identifying the First Pokémon

Within the Pokémon franchise, the question of which Pokémon is the first can be approached from
multiple angles:

- The First Pokémon Created: This refers to the initial design and concept that led to the creation of
the Pokémon series.
- The First Pokémon in the National Pokédex: This refers to the official ordering system that
organizes Pokémon based on their introduction.



The First Pokémon Created: Rhydon

While many fans associate Pikachu with the franchise's inception, the first Pokémon ever designed
was actually Rhydon. Rhydon, a Rock/Ground-type Pokémon, was conceptualized by Ken Sugimori
during the early stages of Pokémon's development.

- Design and Concept: Rhydon was inspired by a combination of dinosaurs and rhinoceroses. Its
design is characterized by its robust body, sharp horns, and formidable stature.
- Significance in Development: Rhydon played a crucial role in shaping the Pokémon universe. As the
first Pokémon designed, it laid the groundwork for subsequent designs and concepts, influencing
how future Pokémon would be envisioned.

The First Pokémon in the National Pokédex: Bulbasaur

In terms of the National Pokédex, which serves as a comprehensive catalog of all Pokémon,
Bulbasaur holds the distinction of being the very first Pokémon listed.

- Design and Characteristics: Bulbasaur is a dual-type Grass/Poison Pokémon, known for its unique
appearance, which features a plant bulb on its back. As it evolves, the bulb grows into a larger
flower.
- Starter Pokémon: Bulbasaur is one of the three starter Pokémon available in Pokémon Red and
Blue, alongside Charmander and Squirtle. This positioning has made Bulbasaur a beloved character
among fans.
- Cultural Impact: Bulbasaur has become an iconic figure in the franchise, often associated with the
spirit of Pokémon. Its gentle demeanor and evolutionary potential resonate with many players.

The Evolution of Pokémon Design

Understanding the first Pokémon leads to a greater appreciation of how Pokémon designs have
evolved over the years.

Artistic Evolution

The art style of Pokémon has changed significantly since the franchise's inception:

1. Initial Designs: The first-generation Pokémon, including Rhydon and Bulbasaur, featured simpler
designs, focusing on charming and recognizable traits.
2. Increased Complexity: As the franchise progressed, Pokémon designs became increasingly
intricate, incorporating more detailed textures, colors, and features.
3. Diverse Inspirations: Later generations drew inspiration from various sources, including
mythology, animals, and even inanimate objects.



Game Mechanics and Evolution

The evolution of Pokémon design also reflects changes in game mechanics:

- Type Advantages: Early Pokémon primarily featured simple type advantages, such as Water being
strong against Fire. Subsequent generations introduced more complex type interactions.
- Abilities and Moves: Pokémon now have unique abilities and a broader range of moves, adding
depth to battles and strategy.
- Mega Evolutions and Forms: The introduction of Mega Evolutions and alternate forms has further
diversified Pokémon, allowing for new strategies and aesthetics.

The Cultural Significance of Pokémon

The Pokémon franchise has transcended gaming to become a global cultural phenomenon.

Community and Fandom

1. Fan Engagement: The Pokémon community is vibrant and active, with fans participating in
forums, fan art, and conventions.
2. Merchandising: The franchise has spawned an extensive range of merchandise, including toys,
clothing, and collectibles.
3. Competitive Play: Pokémon battles have evolved into a competitive scene, with tournaments held
worldwide, including the Pokémon World Championships.

Media Expansion

In addition to video games, Pokémon has expanded into various media formats:

- Television Series: The Pokémon animated series has been running since 1997, following the
adventures of Ash Ketchum and his friends.
- Movies: Numerous animated films have been released, often featuring legendary Pokémon and new
storylines.
- Trading Card Game: The Pokémon Trading Card Game has become a staple in card gaming, with
players collecting and battling using their decks.

Conclusion

In summary, the question of what was the first Pokémon can be answered from multiple
perspectives. Rhydon is recognized as the first Pokémon ever designed, while Bulbasaur claims the
title of the first Pokémon in the National Pokédex. Both Pokémon played pivotal roles in shaping the
franchise, leaving a lasting impact on fans and the gaming industry. As the Pokémon universe
continues to evolve, the significance of these original creatures remains a cornerstone of the



franchise's enduring legacy. Whether you are a seasoned trainer or a newcomer to the world of
Pokémon, understanding the roots of this iconic series enhances the experience of catching,
training, and battling with these beloved creatures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the first Pokémon ever created?
The first Pokémon ever created is Rhydon, designed by Ken Sugimori in the early development
stages of the Pokémon franchise.

Which Pokémon is considered the mascot of the franchise?
Pikachu is considered the mascot of the Pokémon franchise, gaining immense popularity and
recognition worldwide.

What are the first Pokémon in the Pokédex?
The first Pokémon in the Pokédex is Bulbasaur, followed by Ivysaur and Venusaur.

Is Bulbasaur the first Pokémon in the game series?
Yes, Bulbasaur is the first Pokémon listed in the National Pokédex and is one of the original starter
Pokémon in Pokémon Red and Blue.

What year was Pokémon first introduced?
Pokémon was first introduced in Japan in 1996 with the release of Pokémon Red and Green for the
Game Boy.

What is the significance of Rhydon in Pokémon history?
Rhydon is significant as it was the first Pokémon ever designed, influencing the design of many other
Pokémon that followed.

Are there any first-generation Pokémon that are still popular
today?
Yes, many first-generation Pokémon, including Pikachu, Charizard, and Mewtwo, remain extremely
popular among fans of all ages.

How has the image of the first Pokémon changed over time?
The image of the first Pokémon, particularly Pikachu, has evolved through various games, anime,
and merchandise, becoming a cultural icon.
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