
what was the largest genocide in
history
what was the largest genocide in history is a question that has been studied
extensively by historians, scholars, and human rights organizations

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the largest genocide in history by number
of deaths?
The Holocaust, perpetrated by Nazi Germany during World War II, resulted in
the systematic murder of approximately six million Jews, making it one of the
largest genocides in history by death toll.

Is the Holocaust considered the largest genocide in
history?
While the Holocaust is one of the most well-documented and devastating
genocides, the estimated death toll is around six million Jews. However,
other genocides, such as the Qing dynasty's campaigns against various groups
or the atrocities under Stalin's regime, had massive death tolls but are
sometimes classified differently depending on definitions.

How does the Holocaust compare to other genocides in
terms of scale?
The Holocaust is among the largest genocides, with six million Jewish
victims, alongside millions of others targeted by the Nazis. Other genocides,
like the Armenian Genocide or the Rwandan Genocide, had smaller death tolls
but significant historical impact.

Were there genocides with higher death tolls than
the Holocaust?
Some historians argue that events like the colonial-era genocides, or the
mass killings under regimes such as Stalin's Soviet Union or Mao's China,
resulted in higher death tolls, but these are often classified differently
due to political and historical contexts.

What factors contribute to the classification of an



event as the largest genocide?
Factors include the number of victims, the intent to destroy a particular
group, the duration of the event, and the historical documentation. The
Holocaust is widely recognized due to clear intent and extensive records,
making it a benchmark for genocide studies.

Can the term 'largest genocide' vary based on
definitions and historical perspectives?
Yes, the definition of genocide and the criteria for measuring its scale can
vary among scholars. Some include only intent-driven exterminations, while
others consider broader mass killings, which affects which event is labeled
as the largest.

What other genocides are often discussed alongside
the Holocaust due to their scale?
Other large genocides include the Armenian Genocide (around 1.5 million
deaths), the Cambodian Genocide under the Khmer Rouge (approximately 1.7
million deaths), and the Rwandan Genocide (around 800,000 deaths), each
significant in historical and human terms.
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