
what was the lowest scoring super bowl in
history
What was the lowest scoring Super Bowl in history is a topic that often comes up among
football fans and analysts alike, especially when discussing the most memorable moments in the big
game’s storied history. Super Bowl LIII, held on February 3, 2019, between the New England Patriots
and the Los Angeles Rams, set the record for the lowest combined score in Super Bowl history. The
game, played at Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta, Georgia, ended with a score of 13-3 in favor of
the Patriots. In this article, we will delve into the details of this historic game, explore the factors that
contributed to the low score, and examine its significance in the context of Super Bowl history.

Overview of Super Bowl LIII

Super Bowl LIII was the culmination of the 2018 NFL season, featuring two teams with contrasting
styles and playoff journeys. The New England Patriots, led by legendary quarterback Tom Brady,
made their third consecutive Super Bowl appearance and their ninth overall under head coach Bill
Belichick. On the other side, the Los Angeles Rams, under head coach Sean McVay, were making their
first Super Bowl appearance since the franchise relocated back to Los Angeles.

Game Highlights

The game itself was marked by defensive prowess rather than offensive fireworks. Here are some key
highlights:

1. First Half Struggles: The first half ended with a score of 3-0, marking the first time in Super Bowl
history that a team did not score a touchdown in the first half.

2. Third Quarter Breakthrough: The Rams managed to score a field goal early in the third quarter,
tying the game at 3-3. However, this would be their only score of the game.

3. Patriots' Second Half Dominance: The Patriots finally found the end zone late in the fourth quarter,
culminating in a touchdown run by Sony Michel and a successful extra point, bringing the score to
10-3.

4. Final Field Goal: New England sealed the game with a late field goal, leading to the final score of
13-3.

Factors Contributing to the Low Score

Several factors contributed to the historic low score of Super Bowl LIII. Understanding these elements
provides insight into why the game unfolded as it did.



1. Defensive Strategies

Both teams showcased strong defensive strategies, which played a crucial role in limiting scoring
opportunities. Key points include:

- Patriots Defense: The New England defense effectively neutralized the Rams' high-powered offense,
which had ranked as one of the best in the league during the regular season. The defensive line
pressured Rams quarterback Jared Goff consistently, forcing him into difficult throws.

- Rams Defense: Similarly, the Rams' defense, led by stars like Aaron Donald and Ndamukong Suh,
put pressure on Brady, limiting the Patriots' scoring chances. The defensive units on both sides
demonstrated exceptional game planning and execution.

2. Offensive Inefficiency

On the offensive side, both teams struggled to find a rhythm. Factors included:

- Inconsistent Playcalling: The offensive playcalling from both coaches was conservative, focusing on
ball control rather than risk-taking. This approach contributed to a lack of explosive plays.

- Quarterback Performance: Tom Brady, despite his legendary status, struggled to find open receivers,
and Jared Goff faced significant pressure that stifled his ability to lead drives effectively.

Historical Context

Super Bowl LIII's low score is not just a standalone event but part of a broader narrative in the history
of the Super Bowl. Here are some comparisons and historical insights:

Previous Low-Scoring Super Bowls

While Super Bowl LIII holds the record for the lowest combined score, there have been other notably
low-scoring games in the history of the Super Bowl:

1. Super Bowl VII (1973): The Miami Dolphins defeated the Washington Redskins 14-7.
2. Super Bowl IX (1975): The Pittsburgh Steelers won against the Minnesota Vikings 16-6.
3. Super Bowl X (1976): The Pittsburgh Steelers triumphed over the Dallas Cowboys 21-17, but the
first half featured only a few points.

These games reflect a trend where strong defensive plays can overshadow offensive showcases, a
theme that resonates with Super Bowl LIII.



Impact on Legacy

The low score of Super Bowl LIII has had lasting implications for the legacies of both teams:

- Tom Brady: The victory added another championship to Brady’s storied career, further solidifying his
status as one of the greatest quarterbacks of all time.

- Sean McVay: For McVay, the loss served as a learning opportunity. He has since continued to build a
competitive team, eventually leading the Rams to their second Super Bowl victory in 2022.

Fan Reactions and Criticism

The low score generated mixed reactions from fans and analysts alike.

Positive Views

- Appreciation for Defense: Some fans appreciated the defensive battle, highlighting the skill and
strategy involved in such a game.
- Historic Significance: Others viewed the game as a historic moment, marking a significant
achievement in the NFL’s landscape.

Negative Views

- Boring Game: Many fans criticized the game for being dull, lamenting the lack of offensive
excitement that typically characterizes the Super Bowl.
- Disappointment: With high expectations for a thrilling matchup, the game was seen as a letdown,
particularly given the Rams' explosive performance throughout the season.

Conclusion

In conclusion, what was the lowest scoring Super Bowl in history reveals much about the
nature of football, the impact of defense, and the unpredictable dynamics of high-stakes games.
Super Bowl LIII will be remembered not just for its score but for the way it illustrated the importance
of strategic play, the resilience of both teams, and the legacy of its star players. As fans look forward
to future Super Bowls, the lessons learned from this historic game will undoubtedly influence the
strategies of teams vying for the championship.

Frequently Asked Questions



What was the lowest scoring Super Bowl in history?
Super Bowl LIII, held on February 3, 2019, between the New England Patriots and the Los Angeles
Rams, is the lowest scoring Super Bowl, ending with a score of 13-3.

How many points were scored in Super Bowl LIII?
In Super Bowl LIII, a total of 16 points were scored, with the New England Patriots scoring 13 points
and the Los Angeles Rams scoring 3 points.

What factors contributed to the low score in Super Bowl LIII?
The low score in Super Bowl LIII was attributed to strong defensive performances from both teams,
missed opportunities, and a lack of offensive execution.

Which team had the highest number of Super Bowl
appearances without scoring a touchdown?
The Los Angeles Rams in Super Bowl LIII had the lowest scoring output in a Super Bowl, not scoring a
touchdown in the game.

Has there ever been a Super Bowl that ended in a tie?
No, there has never been a Super Bowl that ended in a tie. If the score is tied at the end of regulation,
the game goes into overtime.
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