what we do in the shadows parents guide

What We Do in the Shadows Parents Guide: In the realm of contemporary comedy, few shows have
garnered as much acclaim and a dedicated fanbase as "What We Do in the Shadows." This
mockumentary-style series, based on the 2014 film of the same name, invites viewers into the
hilarious lives of vampires living in Staten Island. However, as with any show, parents often seek
guidance regarding its appropriateness for younger viewers. In this article, we will explore the
content of "What We Do in the Shadows," providing a comprehensive parents guide that covers
themes, language, violence, and overall suitability for different age groups.

Overview of the Series

"What We Do in the Shadows" follows the mundane daily lives of four vampire roommates: Nandor,
Laszlo, Nadja, and energy vampire Colin Robinson. Set in a mockumentary format, the series
portrays the trials and tribulations of these centuries-old vampires as they struggle to adapt to
modern life in a suburban setting. The humor is rich and often derived from the juxtaposition of their
supernatural powers against the backdrop of everyday human experiences.

Target Audience

The series is primarily aimed at adults and older teens due to its mature themes. However, its
comedic elements may appeal to a wider audience. Here are some factors that contribute to its
target demographic:

1. Humor Style: The humor often relies on dark comedy, satire, and absurdity, which may not
resonate with younger viewers.

2. Cultural References: It includes references to vampire lore, literature, and pop culture that may
be lost on younger audiences.

3. Character Dynamics: The relationships and interactions between characters are often complex,
requiring a certain level of maturity to fully appreciate.

Content Analysis

When assessing the suitability of "What We Do in the Shadows" for younger audiences, it is
imperative to break down its content into several key areas:

Language

The series features a considerable amount of strong language. Here are some observations
regarding the language used:



- Swearing: Frequent use of profanity, including f, s, and other slurs.

- Innuendos: Sexual innuendos and suggestive language are common.

- Humorous Context: While the language is often used for comedic effect, it may not be appropriate
for younger viewers.

Violence

Though the series revolves around vampires, the violence depicted is typically not graphic. However,
it does include:

- Supernatural Violence: Scenes of vampire attacks, which may involve blood and injury, are
presented in a comedic manner.

- Humorous Deaths: Characters may experience absurd or over-the-top deaths, often played for
laughs rather than horror.

- Pranks: Some episodes feature pranks that could be deemed violent or harmful, though they are
exaggerated for comedic effect.

Sexual Content

The show contains various sexual themes that may raise concerns for parents. These include:

- Sexual Relationships: Characters engage in relationships that involve sexual undertones.

- Nudity: Some episodes may feature nudity, often presented humorously rather than sexually.

- Sexual Humor: Jokes and situations involving sexuality are common, including discussions about
vampire seduction and sexuality.

Drug and Alcohol Use

The series portrays instances of drug and alcohol consumption, which may not be suitable for
younger viewers:

- Alcohol Consumption: Characters are often depicted drinking, and there are jokes related to

intoxication.
- Substance References: Occasional references to drug use, mostly in a comedic context.

Positive Themes

Despite the mature content, "What We Do in the Shadows" does have several positive themes that
can be highlighted:



Friendship and Loyalty

- Character Bonds: The relationships among the vampires showcase themes of friendship, loyalty,
and camaraderie, even in the face of absurd situations.

- Support Systems: The characters often rely on one another for emotional support, portraying a
sense of community.

Identity and Acceptance

- Self-Discovery: Characters grapple with their identities as vampires in a modern world, leading to
moments of self-discovery and acceptance.

- Diversity: The show features a diverse cast and explores different cultural backgrounds within the
vampire lore.

Humor in the Face of Adversity

- Coping Mechanisms: The characters often use humor to cope with their challenges, providing a
light-hearted perspective on difficult situations.

Age Recommendations

Given the show's content, parents may find the following age guidelines helpful:

1. Under 13: Not recommended due to strong language, sexual content, and violence.

2. Ages 13-15: Parents should exercise caution; it may be suitable for mature teens with parental
guidance.

3. Ages 16+: Generally suitable for older teens and adults who can appreciate dark humor and
mature themes.

Viewing Options and Accessibility

"What We Do in the Shadows" is primarily available on streaming platforms like Hulu and FX.
Parents should be aware of the following viewing options:

- Parental Controls: Utilize parental controls available on streaming services to restrict access based
on content ratings.

- Episode Guides: Many online resources provide episode synopses and content warnings, allowing
parents to review episodes before viewing.



Conclusion

In conclusion, What We Do in the Shadows Parents Guide serves as a valuable resource for parents
seeking to understand the content of this unique comedy series. With its blend of humor,
supernatural elements, and mature themes, it is essential for parents to consider their child’s age,
maturity level, and sensitivity to content when deciding whether the show is appropriate. While it
offers positive messages about friendship and identity, the strong language, sexual content, and
comedic violence may not be suitable for younger audiences. As with any media consumption,
informed decisions by parents can help navigate the complexities of modern television.

Frequently Asked Questions

What age group is 'What We Do in the Shadows' suitable for?

The show is generally rated TV-MA, meaning it is intended for mature audiences and may not be
suitable for children under 17.

Are there any strong language or profanity in "‘What We Do in
the Shadows'?

Yes, the series contains strong language and profanity, which is one of the reasons for its mature
rating.

Does 'What We Do in the Shadows' contain any graphic
violence?

Yes, the show includes scenes of comedic violence and gore, typical of vampire and horror-themed
content, but it's presented in a humorous manner.

Is there any sexual content in '‘What We Do in the Shadows'?

Yes, there are instances of sexual content and innuendos, which may not be suitable for younger
viewers.

Can parents watch "What We Do in the Shadows' with their
teenagers?

Parents should use discretion; while some teenagers may enjoy the humor, the mature themes and
content may not be appropriate for all.

Are there any positive messages in "What We Do in the
Shadows'?

The series showcases themes of friendship, acceptance, and community, albeit in a comedic and



often absurd context.

How does "What We Do in the Shadows' compare to other
vampire-themed shows for family viewing?

Unlike many traditional vampire shows, '‘What We Do in the Shadows' has a comedic and satirical
approach, which may appeal to adults but is not typically suitable for family viewing.

What should parents be aware of before letting their kids
watch 'What We Do in the Shadows'?

Parents should be aware of the show's humor, which often includes dark themes, sexual content, and
adult language.

Is "What We Do in the Shadows' appropriate for older teens?

It may be appropriate for older teens, particularly those who can handle mature content, but
parental guidance is recommended due to its adult themes.
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