
what we do in the shadows the guide
What We Do in the Shadows: The Guide to the hilarious and unique world of
vampires living in modern society is an exploration of the mockumentary
television series that has captivated audiences since its premiere. Based on
the 2014 film of the same name, this series blends supernatural elements with
deadpan humor, making it a standout in the realm of comedy. In this guide, we
will delve into the characters, themes, and the overall impact of the series,
providing fans and newcomers alike with a comprehensive understanding of what
makes "What We Do in the Shadows" a beloved staple of contemporary
television.

Overview of the Series

"What We Do in the Shadows" is a mockumentary-style comedy that follows the
lives of four vampire roommates living in Staten Island. The series, created
by Jemaine Clement and Taika Waititi, takes a humorous look at the challenges
these ancient creatures face in the modern world. With a blend of absurdity
and wit, the show explores themes of friendship, immortality, and the mundane
aspects of daily life, all while showcasing the unique quirks of its vampire
characters.

Premise

The premise revolves around Nandor, Laszlo, Nadja, and energy vampire Colin
Robinson, who navigate the complexities of human society while trying to
maintain their vampiric lifestyles. Each character brings a distinct flavor
to the show, and their interactions often lead to comedic situations that
highlight the absurdity of their long-lived existence in a world that has
vastly changed since their prime.

Key Characters

The characters in "What We Do in the Shadows" are richly developed and
contribute significantly to the show's charm. Here’s a closer look at the
main characters:

1. Nandor the Relentless: Portrayed by Kayvan Novak, Nandor is a 754-year-old
vampire from the Ottoman Empire. He is the self-proclaimed leader of the
group and often finds himself struggling to adapt to the contemporary world
while attempting to maintain his traditional views on vampirism.

2. Laszlo Cravensworth: Played by Matt Berry, Laszlo is a flamboyant and
often reckless vampire who revels in his hedonistic lifestyle. His eccentric



behavior and penchant for mischief often lead to hilarious consequences.

3. Nadja: Portrayed by Natasia Demetriou, Nadja is a fierce and independent
vampire who is deeply connected to her past. She often reminisces about her
life in the 17th century and is not afraid to use her charm and wiles to get
what she wants.

4. Colin Robinson: Played by Mark Proksch, Colin is an energy vampire who
feeds off the energy of others by boring them with mundane stories and
tedious conversations. His unique approach to vampirism adds a fresh twist to
the traditional vampire archetype.

5. Guillermo de la Cruz: Portrayed by Harvey Guillén, Guillermo is Nandor’s
loyal human familiar, who aspires to become a vampire himself. His struggles
with his vampiric masters and his own desires create tension and humor
throughout the series.

Humor and Style

The humor in "What We Do in the Shadows" is primarily derived from the
juxtaposition of the characters’ archaic views against the backdrop of modern
society. The mockumentary format allows for a unique storytelling style,
combining interviews with the characters and observational comedy that
highlights their misadventures.

Types of Humor

1. Deadpan Delivery: The characters often deliver absurd lines with a
straight face, enhancing the comedic effect. Their serious demeanor, coupled
with ridiculous situations, creates a delightful contrast.

2. Situational Comedy: Much of the humor arises from the characters’ attempts
to adapt to modern life, such as using technology or interacting with humans.
Their misunderstandings lead to hilarious scenarios, showcasing their
inability to fit into contemporary society.

3. Cultural References: The series cleverly incorporates pop culture
references, particularly to vampire lore and horror films, creating a rich
tapestry of humor that resonates with genre fans.

4. Character Dynamics: The relationships between the characters add depth to
the comedy. Their contrasting personalities and interactions lead to both
conflict and camaraderie, making for engaging storytelling.



Thematic Elements

"What We Do in the Shadows" explores several themes that resonate deeply with
audiences, often presented through humor and satire.

Immortality and Loneliness

The vampires' long lives come with a sense of isolation and loneliness.
Despite their powerful abilities, they often find themselves disconnected
from the world around them. Their interactions with Guillermo and each other
reveal the emotional toll of immortality, creating poignant moments amidst
the comedy.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bond between the vampire roommates is central to the series. Their
loyalty to one another, despite their flaws and antics, highlights the
importance of friendship. Guillermo's role as the familiar adds an additional
layer to this theme, as he navigates his loyalty to the vampires while
yearning for acceptance and transformation.

Cultural Commentary

The series offers a satirical take on contemporary society, exploring issues
like gentrification, technology, and social dynamics. The vampires' struggles
to adapt serve as a metaphor for the challenges faced by individuals in a
rapidly changing world.

Impact and Reception

Since its debut in 2019, "What We Do in the Shadows" has received critical
acclaim and a loyal fanbase. The show has been praised for its originality,
writing, and character development, earning several awards and nominations,
including Primetime Emmy nominations.

Fan Community

The series has fostered a vibrant fan community that engages with the show
through social media, fan art, and conventions. Fans appreciate the clever
writing and relatable characters, contributing to the show's growing



popularity.

Spin-offs and Future Prospects

Given its success, there have been discussions about potential spin-offs and
expansions of the universe. The creative team has expressed interest in
exploring different aspects of the vampire lore, which could lead to exciting
new stories and characters.

Conclusion

"What We Do in the Shadows: The Guide" serves as an invitation to explore the
hilarious and heartwarming world of this mockumentary series. Through its
unique blend of humor, relatable themes, and richly developed characters, the
show has carved out a special niche in the landscape of modern comedy.
Whether you are a longtime fan or a newcomer, the adventures of Nandor,
Laszlo, Nadja, Colin, and Guillermo promise to entertain and amuse, making it
a must-watch for anyone who appreciates clever storytelling and vibrant
character dynamics. Embrace the absurdity and join the legions of fans who
have fallen in love with this delightful homage to vampire mythology and
modern life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'What We Do in the Shadows: The Guide'
about?
'What We Do in the Shadows: The Guide' is a companion book that provides
insights, behind-the-scenes details, and character explorations from the
acclaimed mockumentary series and film. It delves into the lore of the
vampire world and the humor that defines the franchise.

Who are the main characters featured in 'What We Do
in the Shadows: The Guide'?
The guide features main characters like Nandor, Laszlo, Nadja, energy vampire
Colin Robinson, and their human familiar Guillermo, exploring their unique
traits and comedic dynamics.

Is 'What We Do in the Shadows: The Guide' suitable



for newcomers to the series?
Yes, the guide is designed to be accessible for newcomers, offering
explanations of key concepts and character backgrounds, making it easy to
enjoy even without prior knowledge of the series.

What kind of illustrations can readers expect in
'What We Do in the Shadows: The Guide'?
Readers can expect a variety of illustrations, including character portraits,
scenes from the series, and quirky, humorous artwork that captures the show's
unique aesthetic.

Does 'What We Do in the Shadows: The Guide' include
any exclusive content?
Yes, the guide includes exclusive content such as interviews with the cast
and crew, production insights, and fun trivia that fans of the series will
appreciate.

How does 'What We Do in the Shadows: The Guide'
enhance the viewing experience of the show?
The guide enhances the viewing experience by providing context and deeper
understanding of the show's humor, character motivations, and the
supernatural elements that shape the narrative.

Are there any tips for fans on how to use 'What We
Do in the Shadows: The Guide'?
Fans can use the guide as a reference while watching the series, to revisit
favorite moments, or as a fun trivia source during discussions with fellow
fans.

What themes are explored in 'What We Do in the
Shadows: The Guide'?
The guide explores themes of friendship, culture clash, the absurdity of
modern life, and the comedic juxtaposition of traditional vampire lore with
contemporary society.

Where can readers purchase 'What We Do in the
Shadows: The Guide'?
Readers can purchase 'What We Do in the Shadows: The Guide' at major
retailers, online bookstores, and potentially at local comic shops,
especially those specializing in pop culture.
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