
what works clearinghouse practice guides

What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guides are essential resources developed by the Institute of Education
Sciences (IES) to help educators make informed decisions about instructional practices. These guides synthesize
research findings and provide evidence-based recommendations to enhance teaching and learning outcomes. The
guides are designed to be accessible for practitioners, policymakers, and researchers, ensuring that they can
apply the findings in real-world educational settings. In this article, we will delve into the purpose, structure,
and significance of these practice guides, as well as how educators can utilize them effectively.

Understanding the What Works Clearinghouse

The What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) is an initiative of the IES, part of the U.S. Department of Education.
Established in 2002, the WWC aims to provide educators with high-quality evidence on the effectiveness of
various educational interventions. The clearinghouse reviews research studies, evaluates their methodologies,
and summarizes the results to inform decision-making in schools and districts.

Purpose of the Practice Guides

The primary purpose of the WWC practice guides is to translate rigorous research into practical strategies
that educators can implement. The guides focus on essential topics in education, addressing issues such as:

- Literacy instruction
- Mathematics education
- Classroom management
- Social-emotional learning
- Educational technology

By offering actionable recommendations, the practice guides help educators understand not only what works
but also how to effectively implement these strategies in their classrooms.

Structure of the Practice Guides

Each practice guide adheres to a consistent format that allows users to easily navigate the content. The
following components are typically included:

1. Overview

The guide begins with an overview that presents the topic and its significance in the educational landscape. It
outlines the primary goals of the guide and the intended audience.

2. Recommendations

The recommendations section is the heart of the practice guide. It typically includes:

- Numbered recommendations: Each recommendation is clearly numbered for easy reference.
- Evidence rating: The strength of the evidence supporting each recommendation is rated, helping educators gauge
its reliability.



- Implementation steps: Practical steps are provided to aid educators in applying the recommendations in their
classrooms.

3. Background and Rationale

This section explains the theoretical framework supporting the recommendations. It presents the research
evidence that underpins each suggestion and discusses the context in which the practices have been shown to be
effective.

4. Examples and Case Studies

To illustrate how the recommendations can be implemented, the guides often include real-world examples and
case studies. These narratives help educators visualize the application of the recommendations in various
settings.

5. Additional Resources

Each practice guide concludes with a list of additional resources, including relevant research articles,
toolkits, and websites. This section provides educators with further reading materials for in-depth exploration
of the topic.

Research-Based Recommendations

The recommendations found in WWC practice guides are grounded in rigorous research. To ensure their validity,
the WWC utilizes a systematic review process that evaluates the quality of studies. Here are some examples
of the types of recommendations educators might encounter:

- Explicit Instruction: The guides often recommend explicit instruction techniques that involve clear modeling,
guided practice, and independent practice. This structured approach helps students understand complex
concepts more effectively.
- Formative Assessment: Utilizing formative assessments to monitor student understanding and inform
instruction is a common recommendation. Educators are encouraged to use data to adjust their teaching
strategies based on student performance.
- Collaborative Learning: Many guides emphasize the benefits of collaborative learning environments where
students work together to solve problems, share ideas, and support each other’s learning.

Significance of Practice Guides in Education

The WWC practice guides hold significant importance for several reasons:

1. Evidence-Based Decision Making

In a time when educational resources are often limited, the practice guides provide educators with evidence-
based strategies that can lead to improved student outcomes. By relying on research-backed recommendations,
educators can make informed decisions that positively impact their students.



2. Bridging the Gap Between Research and Practice

One of the key challenges in education is the gap between research and practice. The practice guides serve as a
bridge, translating complex research findings into practical, actionable steps that educators can implement in
their classrooms.

3. Professional Development

The practice guides are valuable tools for professional development. Educators can use them in collaborative
settings, such as professional learning communities (PLCs), to discuss and refine their instructional practices
based on shared research findings.

4. Policy Implications

Policymakers can also benefit from the insights provided in the practice guides. By understanding what works in
education, they can develop policies that support evidence-based practices and allocate resources effectively.

How to Use the Practice Guides Effectively

To maximize the benefits of the WWC practice guides, educators should consider the following strategies:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Guides

Educators should start by exploring the various practice guides available through the WWC website.
Understanding the structure and content of the guides will help them navigate the information more effectively.

2. Identify Relevant Topics

Educators should identify topics that align with their instructional goals or areas of need. This targeted
approach will allow for a more focused application of the recommendations.

3. Collaborate with Colleagues

Engaging in discussions with colleagues about the practice guides can lead to valuable insights and shared
experiences. Collaborative learning can enhance the implementation of recommended practices.

4. Monitor and Reflect

After implementing the recommendations, educators should monitor student progress and reflect on the
effectiveness of the strategies used. This ongoing evaluation will help refine practices and support continuous
improvement.



5. Share Findings

Educators are encouraged to share their experiences and outcomes with other professionals. By disseminating
knowledge gained from the practice guides, they contribute to a culture of evidence-based practice within the
educational community.

Conclusion

In summary, the What Works Clearinghouse practice guides are invaluable resources that empower educators
with evidence-based strategies to enhance teaching and learning. By synthesizing research findings and offering
practical recommendations, these guides bridge the gap between research and practice, fostering informed
decision-making in educational settings. As educators continue to seek effective ways to support their
students, the WWC practice guides stand as a testament to the importance of integrating research into
everyday teaching practices. By leveraging these resources, educators can create more effective learning
environments that promote student success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC)?

The What Works Clearinghouse is an initiative of the U.S. Department of Education that provides educators
and policymakers with evidence-based information on educational practices to help improve student outcomes.

What are practice guides in the context of the WWC?

Practice guides are comprehensive documents that synthesize research evidence on specific educational topics
and provide practical recommendations for educators based on that evidence.

How are the recommendations in WWC practice guides developed?

Recommendations are developed by expert panels that review the existing research, evaluate the strength of
evidence, and reach consensus on actionable strategies for educators.

What topics do WWC practice guides cover?

WWC practice guides cover a wide range of educational topics including literacy, mathematics, behavioral
interventions, and other strategies aimed at improving student performance.

How can educators use WWC practice guides in the classroom?

Educators can use the guides to implement evidence-based strategies, adapt recommendations to their specific
contexts, and enhance their professional development efforts.

Are the recommendations in WWC practice guides applicable to all
educational settings?

While the recommendations are based on rigorous evidence, educators should consider their unique context,
student demographics, and available resources when applying them.



How does the WWC ensure the quality of its practice guides?

The WWC employs a systematic review process that includes rigorous standards for research quality, expert
input, and ongoing updates to ensure the guides reflect the latest evidence.

Can WWC practice guides be used for professional development?

Yes, practice guides can serve as valuable resources for professional development by providing educators with
research-backed strategies and fostering discussions on best practices.

Where can I access WWC practice guides?

WWC practice guides are freely available online through the What Works Clearinghouse website, where users
can download and print them for educational use.
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