what year did risky business come out

What year did Risky Business come out? This question is often posed by fans of classic
cinema, as the film has left a significant mark on American culture and the film industry.
Released on August 5, 1983, "Risky Business" starred Tom Cruise and became a defining
film of the 1980s, not just for its engaging storyline but also for its iconic moments and
memorable soundtrack. This article will delve into the film's background, its cultural impact,
and its legacy, highlighting why it remains relevant today.

Background of Risky Business

"Risky Business" was directed by Paul Brickman, marking his debut as a feature film
director. The screenplay was also written by Brickman, showcasing his unique vision and
understanding of adolescent experiences. The film was produced by Geffen Pictures and
distributed by Warner Bros. Pictures.

Set in suburban Chicago, "Risky Business" follows the life of Joel Goodsen (played by Tom
Cruise), a high school student whose life takes an unexpected turn when his parents leave
him home alone for a weekend. The film explores themes of teenage rebellion, sexuality,
and the often challenging transition to adulthood.

The Plot

The plot of "Risky Business" revolves around Joel, a straight-A student who finds himself in
a moral dilemma when he decides to invite a call girl named Lana (Rebecca De Mornay) to
his home. What begins as a seemingly innocent encounter spirals into a series of events
that challenges Joel's values and leads him to a deeper understanding of himself and his
desires.

Key plot points include:

1. Joel's Home Alone: The film opens with Joel's parents leaving for a weekend trip, setting
the stage for his adventure.

2. The Encounter with Lana: Joel's introduction to the world of adult relationships begins
when he meets Lana, who introduces him to a lifestyle of risk and excitement.

3. The Fallout: As Joel's venture into the adult world escalates, he faces consequences that
test his character and lead to a climactic resolution.

Cultural Impact of Risky Business

Upon its release, "Risky Business" garnered a strong box office performance, earning over



$63 million against a modest budget of around $6 million. The film resonated with
audiences for several reasons:

1. Tom Cruise's Breakout Role

Tom Cruise's performance as Joel Goodsen catapulted him to stardom. At just 21 years old,
Cruise's charismatic portrayal of a teenager navigating the complexities of adulthood
showcased his acting prowess and established him as a leading man in Hollywood. The
film's success marked the beginning of a remarkable career that included iconic roles in
films such as "Top Gun," "Jerry Maguire," and the "Mission: Impossible" series.

2. Ilconic Scenes and Quotes

"Risky Business" is famously known for several iconic scenes, including:

- The Dance Scene: One of the film's most memorable moments features Tom Cruise
dancing in his underwear and socks to Bob Seger’s "Old Time Rock and Roll." This scene
has become a cultural reference point and is often parodied in various media.

- The Quote: The phrase "Sometimes, you gotta say 'What the f'" has entered popular
vernacular, reflecting the movie's themes of adolescent rebellion and spontaneity.

3. A Reflection of 1980s Culture

The film captures the essence of 1980s America, a time characterized by economic
prosperity, the rise of consumerism, and a shifting cultural landscape. Joel's experiences
mirror the societal pressures faced by many young people at the time, as they navigated
the expectations of success, sexuality, and identity.

The Legacy of Risky Business

"Risky Business" has left an indelible mark on both film and popular culture. Its influence
can be seen in various aspects:

1. Influence on Future Films

The film set a precedent for teen-centered comedies and dramas that followed in the 1980s
and beyond. Its blend of humor, drama, and a coming-of-age story laid the groundwork for
films such as "Ferris Bueller's Day Off," "The Breakfast Club," and "Fast Times at Ridgemont
High."



2. Soundtrack Success

The soundtrack of "Risky Business" played a crucial role in its success. Featuring artists like
Bob Seger and Phil Collins, the music not only complemented the film's narrative but also
became popular in its own right. The song "Old Time Rock and Roll" became synonymous
with the film, further solidifying its place in pop culture history.

3. Enduring Popularity

Decades after its release, "Risky Business" continues to be celebrated in various forms. It
has been referenced in television shows, films, and even commercials. The film's themes

remain relevant, as new generations of viewers discover Joel's story and the challenges of
adolescence.

Critical Reception and Awards

Upon its release, "Risky Business" received generally positive reviews from critics, who
praised its writing, direction, and performances, particularly that of Tom Cruise. The film
holds a 96% approval rating on Rotten Tomatoes and has earned a place in several "best
of" lists, including the American Film Institute's list of the top 100 comedies.

Though it did not win any major awards, its influence has been recognized through various
retrospectives and film analysis. The film is often cited in discussions about the best teen
films of all time and is regarded as a classic of the genre.

Conclusion

In summary, "Risky Business" was released on August 5, 1983, and has since become a
beloved classic. Its impact on the film industry, pop culture, and the careers of its cast and
crew cannot be overstated. As audiences continue to revisit this iconic film, it serves as a
reminder of the challenges, excitement, and complexities of growing up. Whether you are a
longtime fan or discovering it for the first time, "Risky Business" remains a relevant and
entertaining exploration of teenage life, making it a timeless piece of cinema.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was the movie 'Risky Business' released?
1983



Who starred in 'Risky Business' when it was released in
19837

Tom Cruise starred in 'Risky Business'.

What impact did 'Risky Business' have on Tom Cruise's
career upon its release in 1983?

'Risky Business' was a breakout role for Tom Cruise, establishing him as a leading actor in
Hollywood.

What genre does the movie 'Risky Business' belong to?

'Risky Business' is a teen comedy-drama.

Is 'Risky Business' based on a true story?

No, 'Risky Business' is a fictional story, although it reflects certain aspects of teenage life.

What iconic scene is 'Risky Business' known for?

The iconic scene features Tom Cruise dancing in his underwear to Bob Seger's 'Old Time
Rock and Roll'.

Who directed the movie 'Risky Business'?

'‘Risky Business' was directed by Paul Brickman.

What was the box office performance of 'Risky Business'
in 1983?

'Risky Business' was a commercial success, grossing over $63 million in the US.

Has 'Risky Business' received any awards since its
release?

While 'Risky Business' didn't win major awards, it is considered a cult classic and has
received critical acclaim over the years.
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