
whatever after sink or swim
Whatever After: Sink or Swim is the latest installment in the beloved "Whatever After" series by
Sarah Mlynowski. This enchanting book continues the adventures of siblings Abby and Jonah as they
dive into a world of fairy tales, magic, and twists that challenge their understanding of reality. In this
article, we will explore the central themes, character development, plot summary, and the impact of
the series on young readers.

Overview of the "Whatever After" Series

The "Whatever After" series has captured the hearts of children and parents alike with its unique
blend of fairy tales and real-world scenarios. The premise is simple yet captivating: Abby and Jonah
find a magic mirror in their basement that transports them into various fairy tales. Each book in the
series takes them to a different story, allowing them to interact with classic characters and often
change the course of the narrative.

Main Themes of "Sink or Swim"

In "Sink or Swim," readers are treated to several prominent themes that resonate with both children
and adults. Here are a few key themes explored in this book:

1. Friendship and Loyalty: Abby and Jonah's sibling bond is tested throughout their adventures,
highlighting the importance of trust and support in relationships.

2. Courage in the Face of Adversity: The characters face various challenges in the fairy tale world,
teaching readers the value of bravery and resilience.

3. Self-Discovery: As they navigate through different stories, both characters learn more about
themselves and their capabilities.

4. The Consequences of Choices: The book illustrates how decisions—big or small—can significantly
alter outcomes, emphasizing the importance of thinking before acting.

Plot Summary of "Whatever After: Sink or Swim"

The narrative kicks off when Abby and Jonah find themselves transported into the story of "The Little
Mermaid." However, this version of the tale comes with a twist. Instead of Ariel, the mermaid
protagonist, they meet a new character who is facing her own struggles in the underwater kingdom.

As they delve deeper into the story, Abby and Jonah realize that they must help this mermaid escape
from the clutches of an evil sea witch. The siblings embark on a thrilling adventure filled with
challenges, puzzles, and the occasional mischief that will test their problem-solving abilities.



Key Characters

- Abby: The older sister, Abby is known for her intelligence and resourcefulness. Throughout "Sink or
Swim," she takes on a leadership role, often coming up with plans to navigate their challenges.
- Jonah: The younger brother, Jonah is more impulsive and adventurous. His bravery often contrasts
with Abby's cautious nature, providing a dynamic sibling relationship that adds depth to the story.
- The Mermaid: A pivotal character in the narrative, she represents the struggles of feeling trapped
and the desire for freedom, mirroring the themes of self-discovery.
- The Sea Witch: The antagonist of the story, she embodies the challenges the protagonists must
overcome, serving as a metaphor for the darker aspects of life's challenges.

Character Development

One of the most appealing aspects of the "Whatever After" series is the growth of its characters. In
"Sink or Swim," readers witness significant development as Abby and Jonah confront their fears and
insecurities.

Abby's Growth

Throughout the adventure, Abby learns to be more assertive and embrace her leadership qualities.
She faces situations that challenge her intellect and resourcefulness, ultimately discovering her inner
strength.

Jonah's Journey

Jonah, on the other hand, learns the importance of patience and strategic thinking. His impulsiveness
often leads them into trouble, but he gradually understands that not every problem can be solved
with sheer bravery.

Impact on Young Readers

The "Whatever After" series, particularly "Sink or Swim," has a significant impact on its young
audience. Here are some ways it resonates:

1. Encouragement of Reading: The engaging narrative style and relatable characters encourage
children to explore reading as a pastime.

2. Life Lessons: Each book imparts valuable life lessons about friendship, bravery, and the
consequences of actions, helping children navigate their own lives.

3. Empowerment: The series promotes empowerment, showing young readers that they can be
heroes in their own stories and that their actions matter.



4. Imagination and Creativity: By blending classic tales with modern twists, the series sparks
creativity and encourages children to think outside the box.

Conclusion

"Whatever After: Sink or Swim" is a delightful addition to the series that continues to enchant readers
with its unique take on fairy tales. The engaging plot, well-developed characters, and underlying
themes of courage, friendship, and self-discovery make it a must-read for children and adults alike. As
Abby and Jonah navigate their magical world, they not only entertain but also impart essential life
lessons that resonate with readers of all ages.

This book, like its predecessors, stands as a testament to the power of storytelling—reminding us that
every tale can lead to self-discovery, and every adventure can shape who we are. Whether you are a
longtime fan of the series or new to the world of Abby and Jonah, "Sink or Swim" promises to be a
journey filled with laughter, learning, and, of course, a little bit of magic.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Whatever After: Sink or Swim'?
'Whatever After: Sink or Swim' explores themes of friendship, bravery, and the importance of facing
challenges head-on, as the characters navigate their magical adventures.

Who are the main characters in 'Whatever After: Sink or
Swim'?
The main characters are Abby and her brother, Jonah, who find themselves in a twisted fairy tale
world where they must solve problems and learn valuable lessons.

How does 'Whatever After: Sink or Swim' relate to classic fairy
tales?
The book reimagines classic fairy tales by placing Abby and Jonah in familiar stories but with unique
twists, allowing for creative problem-solving and character development.

What age group is 'Whatever After: Sink or Swim' targeted
towards?
'Whatever After: Sink or Swim' is primarily targeted towards middle-grade readers, typically ages 8 to
12, who enjoy fantasy and adventure stories.

Is 'Whatever After: Sink or Swim' a standalone book or part of



a series?
'Whatever After: Sink or Swim' is the sixth book in the 'Whatever After' series, which follows the
ongoing adventures of Abby and Jonah in various fairy tale worlds.

What lessons do Abby and Jonah learn in 'Sink or Swim'?
In 'Sink or Swim', Abby and Jonah learn about teamwork, the importance of trust, and how to
overcome fears in order to help their new friends in the fairy tale world.

Are there any notable illustrations in 'Whatever After: Sink or
Swim'?
Yes, 'Whatever After: Sink or Swim' includes charming illustrations that complement the story and
enhance the reading experience for young readers.
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