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‘What’s the HESI Exam

The HESI exam, also known as the Health Education Systems, Inc. exam, is a standardized assessment tool
widely used in nursing education. This exam is designed to evaluate a nursing student's knowledge and
readiness for both academic and clinical success. Administrated by Elsevier, the HESI exam plays a critical
role in nursing programs across the United States and is often a requirement for nursing school admissions,
program progression, and licensure. Understanding the HESI exam's purpose, structure, preparation

strategies, and its significance in nursing education is essential for aspiring nurses.

The Purpose of the HESI Exam

The HESI exam serves several crucial purposes in the nursing education process:

1. Admission Assessment

Many nursing schools utilize the HESI A2 (Admission Assessment) exam as part of their admission criteria.
This version of the exam assesses a candidate's readiness for nursing school by testing their aptitude in

various areas, including:

- Math

- Reading comprehension
- Vocabulary

- Grammar

- Anatomy and physiology

2. Program Progression

The HESI exam is often administered at different stages throughout a nursing program to evaluate
students’ academic progress. These assessments help faculty identify students who may need additional

support or intervention.

3. NCLEX-RN Preparation

The HESI exit exam is commonly used as a predictor of a student's potential success on the NCLEX-RN
(National Council Licensure Examination for Registered Nurses). Many nursing programs require students
to pass the HESI exit exam before they can sit for the NCLEX-RN.



Structure of the HESI Exam

The HESI exam is comprised of various components, tailored to meet specific educational goals. Here’s a

breakdown of the different types of HESI exams.

1. HESI A2

The HESI A2 is typically administered to prospective nursing students and covers the following subjects:

- Reading Comprehension

- Vocabulary and General Knowledge

- Grammar

- Math

- Anatomy and Physiology

- Learning Style and Personality Style Assessment (optional)

The A2 exam usually consists of multiple-choice questions, and students have a set amount of time to

complete each section.

2. HESI Specialty Exams

These exams focus on specific nursing specialties and are often used to assess students' knowledge in areas

such as:

- Medical-Surgical Nursing

- Pediatric Nursing

- Psychiatric Nursing

- Community Health Nursing
- Pharmacology

Each specialty exam contains questions that are relevant to that particular field of nursing.

3. HESI Exit Exam

The HESI exit exam is taken by nursing students near the end of their program. This comprehensive exam
is designed to measure the knowledge and skills that students have acquired throughout their education. It
typically covers all major nursing concepts and is a predictor of how well students will perform on the
NCLEX-RN.



Scoring and Results

Scoring for the HESI exam varies by type and purpose:

- HESI A2: Results are typically reported as a percentage score and may also include a breakdown of

performance in each subject area. Schools may set a minimum score for admission.

- HESI Specialty Exams: These are scored similarly, with results indicating proficiency in specific nursing

topics.

- HESI Exit Exam: The exit exam provides a comprehensive score, often along with a conversion score that

predicts NCLEX success. Nursing programs may require a minimum score for graduation eligibility.

Importance of the HESI Exam in Nursing Education

The HESI exam is a vital component of nursing education for several reasons:

1. Predictive Validity

Research has shown that students who perform well on the HESI exit exam are more likely to pass the

NCLEX-RN. This predictive validity makes it a valuable tool for both educators and students.

2. Standardized Assessment

The HESI exam provides a standardized measure of student knowledge and skills, allowing nursing

programs to compare student performance across different cohorts and institutions.

3. Tailored Learning

The results from various HESI assessments can guide students and faculty in identifying strengths and

weaknesses, allowing for targeted study and improved learning outcomes.

Preparation Strategies for the HESI Exam

Preparing for the HESI exam requires a strategic approach. Here are some effective strategies:



1. Understand the Exam Format

Familiarize yourself with the structure and types of questions. Knowing what to expect can help reduce

anxiety and improve performance.

2. Utilize HESI Study Guides

Invest in reputable HESI study guides and review materials. Many publishers offer books specifically
designed to help students prepare for the HESI exam.

3. Take Practice Exams

Practice tests are an excellent way to assess your knowledge and get accustomed to the exam format. Many

resources offer online practice exams that simulate the actual test environment.

4. Form Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can enhance learning. Discussing challenging topics and quizzing each other can

reinforce knowledge and improve retention.

5. Review Course Material Regularly

Consistent review of nursing course content is key. Make a study schedule that allows you to revisit

material regularly, rather than cramming at the last minute.

Conclusion

The HESI exam is a critical assessment tool in nursing education, serving as both a predictor of success and a
means of evaluating student knowledge. Understanding its structure and purpose can help nursing
students prepare more effectively and achieve their academic and professional goals. Whether you are an
aspiring nursing student or an educator, recognizing the significance of the HESI exam can enhance the
educational journey and ultimately contribute to the development of competent and skilled nursing
professionals. As nursing education continues to evolve, the HESI exam will remain an essential component

of preparing future healthcare providers.



Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is the HESI exam?

The HESI exam, also known as the Health Education Systems Incorporation exam, is a standardized test

used primarily for nursing school admissions and to assess nursing students' readiness for the NCLEX-RN.

‘What subjects are covered on the HESI exam?

The HESI exam covers a variety of subjects including math, reading comprehension, vocabulary, grammar,

biology, chemistry, and physics, depending on the specific version of the test.

How is the HESI exam scored?

The HESI exam is scored on a scale of 0 to 100, and many nursing programs require a minimum score for

admission or progression. Each section is scored separately, and an overall score may also be provided.

How can I prepare for the HESI exam?

Preparation for the HESI exam can include reviewing content areas through study guides, taking practice

tests, using online resources, and enrolling in preparatory courses specifically designed for the HESI.

Is the HESI exam the same as the NCLEX?

No, the HESI exam is not the same as the NCLEX. The HESI is a pre-licensure assessment used in nursing

programs, while the NCLEX is the licensing exam that nurses must take to practice professionally.

How long is the HESI exam?

The length of the HESI exam can vary depending on the version and the number of sections taken, but it

typically ranges from 3 to 5 hours to complete all sections.

‘What is a good score on the HESI exam?

A good score on the HESI exam generally varies by institution, but many nursing programs consider scores

of 75 or above as competitive for admission.

Can I retake the HESI exam if I don't pass?

Yes, most nursing programs allow students to retake the HESI exam if they do not achieve the required

score, although there may be limits on the number of attempts and waiting periods between tests.



Where can I take the HESI exam?

The HESI exam is offered at many nursing schools and testing centers nationwide. Students should check

with their specific nursing program for details on where and when the exam is administered.
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