wheel of time the eye of the world

The Eye of the World is the first book in the epic fantasy series "The Wheel of Time" by
Robert Jordan. Released in 1990, this monumental work introduced readers to a rich and
intricate world filled with magic, political intrigue, and a diverse cast of characters. The
series has since gained a dedicated fanbase and has become a cornerstone of modern
fantasy literature. In this article, we will explore the key themes, characters, and world-
building elements that make The Eye of the World a captivating starting point for the
series.

Setting: The World of The Wheel of Time

The world of The Eye of the World is vast and complex, with a history that spans
thousands of years. It operates on a cyclical timeline, where time is seen as a wheel that
turns, bringing about the rise and fall of civilizations.

The Two Rivers

The story begins in a quaint and rural area known as the Two Rivers, which is
characterized by its pastoral landscapes and tight-knit communities. The region is home to
several significant characters, including Rand al'Thor, Mat Cauthon, and Perrin Aybara,
who will play pivotal roles throughout the series. Key features of the Two Rivers include:

- Emond's Field: A small village where Rand and his friends grow up.

- The Winespring Inn: A local tavern that serves as a social hub for the villagers.

- Cultural Traditions: The people of the Two Rivers have unique customs, such as the Bel
Tine festival, which celebrates the coming of spring.

Magic and the One Power

A central aspect of the world in The Eye of the World is the One Power, a mystical force
that can be harnessed by certain individuals known as channelers. The One Power is
divided into two halves:

- Saidin: The male half, which is tainted and leads to madness for those who wield it.
- Saidar: The female half, which is untarnished and can be accessed by women without the
same risks.

Throughout the series, the implications of wielding the One Power become more profound,
affecting both the characters and the world around them.



Plot Overview

The Eye of the World follows Rand al'Thor and his friends as they leave their home in
search of safety from dark forces. The book opens with a mysterious figure known as the
Dark One, who seeks to break free from his prison and wreak havoc on the world.

Inciting Incident

The adventure begins when Rand and his friends encounter Moiraine Sedai, a powerful
Aes Sedai, and her protector, Lan Mandragoran. After a Trolloc attack on Emond's Field,
Moiraine reveals that Rand and his friends are in grave danger, leading them to flee their
home.

The Journey

The journey through The Eye of the World takes the characters across various regions,
each filled with unique cultures and challenges. Some notable locations include:

- Baerlon: A bustling town where the group encounters new allies and enemies.

- Shadar Logoth: An abandoned city filled with malevolent forces, which tests the
characters' resolve.

- The Ways: A mysterious and dangerous network of paths that allows for quick travel but
is fraught with peril.

Throughout their travels, the group learns more about their destinies and the looming
threat of the Dark One.

Climactic Confrontation

As the story progresses, Rand and his friends find themselves in a climactic confrontation
at the Eye of the World, a place of great power. Here, they must confront the Dark One's
minions and face the reality of their roles in the ongoing battle between good and evil.

Characters

The Eye of the World features a rich tapestry of characters, each contributing to the
story's depth and complexity.

Main Characters



1. Rand al'Thor: The protagonist, a young man with a mysterious heritage who discovers
he has the potential to channel the One Power.

2. Mat Cauthon: Rand's childhood friend known for his luck and quick wit, whose
character evolves throughout the series.

3. Perrin Aybara: Another close friend of Rand, who has a strong connection to nature and
the ability to communicate with wolves.

4. Egwene al'Vere: A spirited young woman and Rand's love interest, who aspires to
become an Aes Sedai.

5. Moiraine Sedai: A powerful Aes Sedai who guides the group and has a vested interest in
Rand's destiny.

Supporting Characters

- Lan Mandragoran: Moiraine's stoic and skilled protector, with a tragic past.

- Nynaeve al'Meara: The village Wisdom, who is strong-willed and has a complicated
relationship with Rand.

- Thom Merrilin: A traveling bard with a mysterious past who provides wisdom and
guidance to the group.

Themes

The Eye of the World delves into several themes that resonate throughout the series.
Understanding these themes enhances the reader's appreciation of the narrative.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bonds between Rand, Mat, Perrin, and Egwene are central to the story. Their loyalty
to one another is tested as they face external threats and internal struggles. The
importance of friendship is highlighted in their willingness to risk their lives for one
another.

Destiny and Free Will

The characters grapple with their fates, often questioning whether they are merely pawns
in a larger game. The tension between destiny and free will is a recurring theme,
particularly as Rand learns about his potential as the Dragon Reborn.

The Nature of Good and Evil

The struggle between the Light and the Dark is a fundamental aspect of the narrative. As
the characters confront the Dark One's minions, they must also confront their inner



demons and moral dilemmas.

Impact and Legacy

Since its release, The Eye of the World has influenced countless fantasy writers and has
been adapted into various media, including graphic novels and a television series. The
success of the book paved the way for the continuation of the series, which spans fourteen
main books and a prequel.

Fan Community

The series has fostered a passionate and dedicated fan community. Fans engage in
discussions, fan fiction, and artwork inspired by the rich world and characters. The Wheel
of Time has become a cultural phenomenon, with conventions and online forums dedicated
to exploring its lore.

Adaptation and Future Prospects

The recent adaptation of The Eye of the World into a television series has brought
renewed interest in the franchise. Fans are eager to see how the complex narrative and
characters will translate to the screen. The adaptation aims to introduce the story to a new
generation while remaining faithful to the beloved source material.

In conclusion, The Eye of the World is not just the beginning of a series; it is a gateway
into an expansive universe filled with rich storytelling and unforgettable characters.
Robert Jordan's masterful world-building, exploration of timeless themes, and the
intricacies of the human experience ensure that this work remains relevant and cherished
by readers around the globe. As the wheel turns, so too does the legacy of The Eye of the
World, inviting new readers to embark on a journey of discovery, adventure, and the
enduring struggle between light and darkness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Eye of the World in the
series?

The Eye of the World is a pivotal location and powerful source of the One Power,
representing the struggle between good and evil. It serves as a critical point in the battle
against the Dark One.



Who are the main characters introduced in 'The Eye of
the World'?

The main characters include Rand al'Thor, Mat Cauthon, Perrin Aybara, Egwene al'Vere,
and Moiraine Sedai, along with Lan Mandragoran. Each character plays a crucial role in
the unfolding events.

How does 'The Eye of the World' establish the theme of
destiny?

The book explores the concept of destiny through the characters' journeys and the
prophecies surrounding them, particularly in how Rand's fate is intertwined with the
battle against the Dark One.

What role does the Aes Sedai play in the story?

Aes Sedai are powerful female channelers of the One Power and act as guides and
protectors for the main characters. Moiraine Sedai, in particular, is instrumental in
leading the group on their quest.

What is the significance of the Trollocs in 'The Eye of
the World'?

Trollocs are monstrous creatures serving the Dark One, symbolizing the physical
manifestation of evil. Their attacks on the Two Rivers village set off the chain of events
that propel the main characters into their larger adventure.

How does 'The Eye of the World' set the stage for the
rest of the series?

The book introduces key themes, characters, and conflicts that will develop throughout
the series, establishing a rich world filled with magic, political intrigue, and deep lore that
will be explored in subsequent novels.
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