
wheeler model of curriculum development

Wheeler model of curriculum development is a pivotal concept in the field of education that emphasizes

a systematic approach to designing and implementing curricula. Developed by the educational theorist

and practitioner, David Wheeler, this model provides a comprehensive framework for understanding

the various components involved in curriculum development. It not only outlines the process but also

the rationale behind educational practices, ensuring that learning experiences are both meaningful and

effective.

Understanding the Wheeler Model of Curriculum Development

The Wheeler model is known for its linear yet flexible approach to curriculum design. It consists of

several key components that work together to create a cohesive educational experience. This model

places a strong emphasis on the relationship between aims, content, learning experiences, and

evaluation.

Key Components of the Wheeler Model

1. Aims: At the heart of the Wheeler model are the educational aims. These refer to the overarching

goals that the curriculum seeks to achieve. They guide the entire curriculum development process and

help ensure that the educational experiences provided align with the desired outcomes.

2. Content: This component involves the selection of knowledge, skills, and attitudes that will be

taught. The content should be relevant and appropriate for the learners, taking into account their

backgrounds, interests, and needs.

3. Learning Experiences: Here, the focus shifts to the methods and activities through which the content



will be delivered. Learning experiences should be engaging and varied, catering to different learning

styles and preferences.

4. Evaluation: Evaluation is a crucial aspect of the Wheeler model. It involves assessing both the

learning outcomes and the effectiveness of the curriculum itself. This feedback loop allows for

continuous improvement and ensures that the curriculum remains responsive to the needs of learners.

Steps in the Wheeler Model of Curriculum Development

The Wheeler model can be broken down into several key steps:

1. Identifying Aims: Begin by clearly defining the aims of the curriculum. This should involve

consultation with stakeholders, including educators, students, and the community.

2. Selecting Content: Once the aims are established, the next step is to select content that is aligned

with these aims. This process should consider both the relevance and appropriateness of the material.

3. Designing Learning Experiences: Develop varied and engaging learning experiences that will

facilitate the teaching of the selected content. This includes choosing instructional strategies, materials,

and assessment methods.

4. Implementing the Curriculum: After planning, it is time to implement the curriculum. This requires

effective communication and collaboration among all stakeholders involved in the educational process.

5. Evaluating Effectiveness: Finally, assess the effectiveness of the curriculum through various

evaluation methods. This may include formative and summative assessments, feedback from students

and teachers, and analysis of learning outcomes.

6. Revising and Improving: Based on the evaluation results, make necessary adjustments to the

curriculum. This ensures that it remains relevant and effective over time.



Benefits of the Wheeler Model

The Wheeler model of curriculum development offers several advantages:

- Comprehensive Framework: It provides a holistic approach to curriculum design, ensuring that all

components are considered and aligned.

- Flexibility: The model allows for adaptability, making it suitable for various educational contexts and

learner needs.

- Focus on Evaluation: By emphasizing evaluation, the model encourages continuous improvement

and relevance in the curriculum.

- Stakeholder Involvement: The model promotes collaboration among educators, learners, and the

community, fostering a sense of ownership and engagement.

Challenges of Implementing the Wheeler Model

While the Wheeler model has many benefits, there are also challenges associated with its

implementation:

1. Complexity: The model's comprehensive nature can make it complex to implement, particularly in

larger educational settings.

2. Resource Intensive: Developing a curriculum that aligns with the Wheeler model may require

significant time and resources, which can be a barrier for some institutions.

3. Resistance to Change: Some educators may be resistant to adopting new approaches, especially if

they are accustomed to traditional methods of curriculum development.



Real-World Applications of the Wheeler Model

The Wheeler model of curriculum development has been successfully applied in various educational

settings, from primary schools to higher education institutions. Here are some examples:

- Primary Education: In primary schools, educators can use the Wheeler model to design curricula that

incorporate play-based learning and real-world experiences, aligning with the aims of fostering

creativity and critical thinking in young learners.

- Higher Education: Universities often face the challenge of preparing students for rapidly changing job

markets. By applying the Wheeler model, institutions can ensure that curricula are aligned with industry

needs and include relevant content and learning experiences.

- Vocational Training: In vocational settings, the Wheeler model can help design programs that equip

learners with practical skills and knowledge, ensuring that they are job-ready upon graduation.

Conclusion

The Wheeler model of curriculum development serves as an essential framework for educators striving

to create effective and relevant curricula. By emphasizing the importance of aims, content, learning

experiences, and evaluation, this model provides a structured approach to curriculum design that can

lead to improved educational outcomes. While challenges may arise during implementation, the

benefits of this model, including its flexibility and focus on continuous improvement, make it a valuable

tool in the field of education. As educational landscapes continue to evolve, the Wheeler model

remains a significant reference point for curriculum developers and educators committed to fostering

meaningful learning experiences.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Wheeler Model of Curriculum Development?

The Wheeler Model of Curriculum Development is a framework that emphasizes the cyclical nature of

curriculum design, focusing on the interrelationship between objectives, content, learning experiences,

and evaluation.

How does the Wheeler Model differ from traditional curriculum

models?

Unlike traditional models that often follow a linear approach, the Wheeler Model promotes a continuous

process where evaluation and feedback inform subsequent stages of curriculum development, allowing

for adaptability and improvement.

What are the key components of the Wheeler Model?

The key components of the Wheeler Model include defining educational objectives, selecting content,

designing learning experiences, and planning evaluation methods, all of which are interconnected in a

cyclical process.

In what educational contexts is the Wheeler Model most effectively

applied?

The Wheeler Model is effectively applied in various educational contexts, including K-12 education,

higher education, and professional training programs, especially where continuous improvement and

adaptability are essential.

What are some advantages of using the Wheeler Model for curriculum



development?

Advantages of the Wheeler Model include its flexibility, the ability to incorporate feedback into the

curriculum process, and its focus on aligning educational objectives with assessment methods, leading

to more relevant and effective learning experiences.
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