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When Calls the Heart is a captivating tale that has woven itself into the fabric of Canadian
literature and television. This story, rooted in the rich landscapes of the Canadian West, was brought
to life by the beloved author Janette Oke. Set in the early 20th century, it explores themes of love,
faith, and resilience against the backdrop of a growing nation. This article delves into the origins of
the story, its adaptation into a popular television series, and its impact on audiences today.

Janette Oke: The Author Behind the Story

Janette Oke is a Canadian author renowned for her
inspirational novels, particularly within the Christian
fiction genre. Born in 1935 in a small town in Alberta,
Canada, Oke's upbringing in a close-knit community
heavily influenced her writing. She often draws from
her own experiences and the landscapes of her home
province, creating relatable and heartfelt stories.

Oke began her writing career in the 1970s, and her
work quickly gained popularity. With a focus on strong
moral values, her stories resonate with readers seeking
hope and inspiration. The "Canadian West" series,
which includes "When Calls the Heart," showcases her
ability to capture the spirit of the pioneer experience.

The Story of "When Calls the Heart"



"When Calls the Heart," published in 1983, is the first
book in Oke's "Canadian West" series. It tells the story
of Elizabeth Thatcher, a young woman from a wealthy
family who decides to become a teacher in a small
frontier town. Her journey is emblematic of the
challenges faced by women during that era, as she
navigates her new life in the rugged landscape of the
Canadian West.

Plot Overview

The narrative begins with Elizabeth's decision to leave
her comfortable life in the city for a teaching position
in the frontier town of Coal Valley. Here, she
encounters a host of challenges:

- Adjusting to Life in a Small Town: Elizabeth
struggles to adapt to the rough living conditions,
the local customs, and the realities of frontier life.

- Building Relationships: She develops friendships
with the townspeople, including a handsome
Mountie named Wynn Delaney, who becomes a
significant figure in her life.

- Overcoming Adversity: The town faces various
challenges, including a coal mining disaster, which
tests the strength and resilience of its residents.



The story is rich with themes of perseverance, love, and
the importance of community. Elizabeth's character
evolves as she learns to find strength in adversity,
ultimately discovering her own identity and purpose.

Thematic Elements

Several key themes emerge in "When Calls the Heart,"
making it a timeless story:

1. Faith: Elizabeth's journey is deeply rooted in her
faith, guiding her decisions and providing comfort
during difficult times.

2. Love and Relationships: The budding romance
between Elizabeth and Wynn showcases the power
of love to overcome obstacles.

3. Community: The importance of community support
is evident as the townspeople come together in
times of crisis.

4. Personal Growth: Elizabeth's transformation from a
sheltered city girl to a strong, independent woman
is a central focus of the narrative.



The Television Adaptation

In 2014, "When Calls the Heart" was adapted into a
television series by Hallmark Channel, further
popularizing Janette Oke's story. The show has since
become a staple of family-friendly programming and
has garnered a dedicated fanbase.

Overview of the Series

The series closely follows the plot of the original book,
while also expanding on certain characters and
storylines. Set in the early 1900s, it explores the
challenges and triumphs of life in a small town. The
show stars Erin Krakow as Elizabeth Thatcher and
Daniel Lissing as Jack Thornton, capturing the essence
of Oke's characters and the spirit of the frontier.

Success and Popularity

"When Calls the Heart" has enjoyed substantial
success, leading to several seasons and a loyal



viewership. Key factors contributing to its popularity
include:

- Relatable Characters: The character development
and relatable experiences resonate with audiences,
allowing them to connect with Elizabeth and her
journey.

- Positive Messages: The series emphasizes themes of
love, friendship, and community, providing uplifting
content in today's media landscape.

- Beautiful Setting: The breathtaking landscapes and
period-appropriate costumes transport viewers to a
different time and place, enhancing the storytelling
experience.

Impact on Audiences

The impact of "When Calls the Heart," both in its
literary and television forms, is profound. It has
inspired many readers and viewers, encouraging them
to reflect on their own lives and values.



Encouraging Faith and Hope

The themes of faith and hope resonate deeply with
audiences, particularly in challenging times. Many fans
have expressed how the show provides comfort and
inspiration, reminding them of the importance of
perseverance and community support.

Community and Fandom

The series has fostered a strong sense of community
among its viewers. Fans often come together to discuss
episodes, share fan art, and participate in events. The
show's official social media pages are filled with
enthusiastic comments and interactions, creating a
vibrant online community.

Conclusion

"When Calls the Heart" is more than just a story about
a young teacher in the Canadian West; it is a narrative
that encapsulates the journey of self-discovery,
resilience, and the power of love and community.
Janette Oke's masterful storytelling has created a
legacy that continues to inspire and engage audiences



today.

Through its successful television adaptation, the story
has transcended generations, proving that the themes
of hope, faith, and love are universal and timeless. As
viewers continue to follow Elizabeth Thatcher's journey
in Coal Valley, they are reminded of the strength that
lies within each of us and the importance of coming
together in times of adversity. Whether through the
pages of Oke's novels or the episodes of the Hallmark
series, "When Calls the Heart" will undoubtedly remain
a cherished part of Canadian literature and television
for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of "When Calls the Heart' by Janette
Oke?

‘When Calls the Heart' follows the story of Elizabeth
Thatcher, a young teacher who moves to a small coal-
mining town in the Canadian West, exploring themes of
love, faith, and community.

How does "When Calls the Heart' portray life in the Canadian
West?

The story depicts the challenges and triumphs of



pioneer life, showcasing the harsh realities of early
20th-century Canada while highlighting the resilience
and camaraderie of the community.

What role does faith play in "When Calls the Heart'?

Faith is central to the characters' lives, influencing
their decisions, relationships, and their ability to
overcome adversity in the face of life's challenges.

Who is the main character in 'When Calls the Heart'?

The main character is Elizabeth Thatcher, a determined
and compassionate young woman who seeks to make a
difference in her new community.

What themes are explored in Janette Oke's "When Calls the
Heart'?

Key themes include love, personal growth, community,
sacrifice, and the importance of faith and moral values
in everyday life.

How has 'When Calls the Heart' been adapted for other media?

The novel has been adapted into a popular television



series, which has expanded the story and characters
while maintaining the core themes of the original book.

What is the significance of the setting in "When Calls the
Heart'?

The setting in the Canadian West is significant as it
shapes the characters' experiences, challenges, and the
sense of community, reflecting the historical context of
the time.

What impact did Janette Oke have on Christian fiction?

Janette Oke is often credited with popularizing the
Christian romance genre, paving the way for many
authors and influencing the portrayal of faith in
literature.

What can readers learn from 'When Calls the Heart'?

Readers can learn about the importance of resilience,
the power of love and community, and the value of
staying true to one's beliefs in the face of adversity.
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