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When did Zelda die? This question often arises in discussions surrounding the beloved video game
series, "The Legend of Zelda." The franchise, created by Nintendo, has captured the hearts of millions
since its inception in 1986. However, the confusion regarding the fate of Princess Zelda is a common
topic among fans, particularly because of the various timelines and interpretations presented
throughout the series. This article will delve into the complexities of the Zelda timeline, notable
events, and the character's enduring legacy to clarify when, if ever, Zelda dies in the series.

The Legend of Zelda Timeline

The Legend of Zelda series features a convoluted timeline that can be challenging to navigate. In
2011, Nintendo released the "Hyrule Historia," which provided a comprehensive guide to the game's
chronology. The timeline is divided into three branches that emerge after the events of "The Legend
of Zelda: Ocarina of Time," where the player takes on the role of Link.

The Three Timelines

1. The Unified Timeline:
- Ocarina of Time: The events of this game serve as a pivotal moment in the timeline.
- The Hero's Defeat Timeline: This branch follows the scenario where Link is defeated by Ganon.
- The Decline Timeline: This timeline showcases a world where the hero never arrives, leading to the
downfall of Hyrule.

2. The Adult Timeline:
- The Wind Waker: Set in a flooded Hyrule, this game occurs in the timeline where Link defeats Ganon.
- Phantom Hourglass: A direct sequel to The Wind Waker, this game continues the story of Link and
Tetra.

3. The Child Timeline:
- Majora's Mask: After Link returns to his childhood, he faces the threat of the moon crashing into
Termina.
- Twilight Princess: Set several generations after Ocarina of Time, this game features a new iteration
of Link and Zelda.

Understanding the timeline is crucial to addressing the question of when Zelda dies, as her fate varies
significantly based on the branch of the timeline being referenced.

Zelda's Fate in the Games

Throughout the series, Princess Zelda has been portrayed in various roles, from the damsel in distress
to a powerful warrior. Her fate, however, differs across the games, leading to speculation about when
she might die.


