WHEN MOON WAS OURS NOVEL

\WHEN THE MooN W AS OURS IS A CAPTIVATING NOVEL BY ANNA-MARIE MCLEMORE THAT EXPLORES THEMES OF IDENTITY,
LOVE, AND THE ENCHANTING INTERPLAY BETWEEN REALITY AND FANTASY. SET AGAINST A BACKDROP OF MAGICAL REALISM, THIS
POIGNANT STORY WEAVES TOGETHER THE LIVES OF TWO YOUNG CHARACTERS, MIEL AND SAM, AS THEY NAVIGATE THEIR
COMPLEX RELATIONSHIPS AND THE SOCIETAL PRESSURES THAT SEEK TO DEFINE THEM. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE KEY
ELEMENTS OF THE NOVEL, INCLUDING ITS MAIN THEMES, CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, AND THE IMPACT IT
HAS HAD ON YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE.

OVERVIEW OF THE NOVEL

PusLISHED IN 2016, “\WHEN THE MoON W AS OURS” IS A YOUNG ADULT NOVEL THAT COMBINES ELEMENTS OF MAGICAL
REALISM WITH IMPORTANT SOCIAL THEMES. THE NARRATIVE FOLLOWS MIEL, A GIRL WHO HAS ROSES THAT GROW FROM HER
WRISTS AND SAM, A BOY WHO IS GRAPPLING WITH HIS TRANSGENDER IDENTITY. THE JUXTAPOSITION OF MIEL'S MAGICAL
ABILITIES AND SAM’S JOURNEY OF SELF-DISCOVERY CREATES A RICH TAPESTRY THAT CHALLENGES CONVENTIONAL NOTIONS OF
NORMALCY AND ACCEPTANCE.

PLoT SUMMARY

THE STORY UNFOLDS IN A SMALL TOWN WHERE MIEL HAS LIVED MOST OF HER LIFE, GRAPPLING WITH HER UNIQUE GIFT AND THE
EXPECTATIONS PLACED UPON HER BY FAMILY AND SOCIETY. SAM, WHO HAS KNOWN MIEL SINCE CHILDHOOD, IS FIERCELY
PROTECTIVE OF HER. TOGETHER, THEY FACE VARIOUS ADVERSITIES, INCLUDING THE MYSTERIOUS GROUP OF WITCHES WHO WISH
TO CONTROL MIEL’S MAGICAL ROSES FOR THEIR OWN GAIN. THE NARRATIVE INTRICATELY WEAVES THEIR PAST EXPERIENCES
WITH THEIR PRESENT STRUGGLES, MAKING THEIR BOND BOTH A SOURCE OF STRENGTH AND A FOCAL POINT OF THE CHALLENGES
THEY ENCOUNTER.

MAIN THEMES

“\W/HEN THE MooN W Aas OURS” IS RICH WITH THEMES THAT RESONATE DEEPLY WITH READERS, PARTICULARLY YOUNG ADULTS.
UNDERST ANDING THESE THEMES CAN ENHANCE THE READING EXPERIENCE AND UNVEIL THE LAYERS OF MEANING EMBEDDED W/ITHIN
THE NARRATIVE.

IDENTITY AND SELF-DISCOVERY

ONE OF THE CENTRAL THEMES OF THE NOVEL IS THE EXPLORATION OF IDENTITY. BOTH MIEL AND SAM GRAPPLE WITH THEIR SENSE
OF SELF IN A \WORLD THAT OFTEN IMPOSES RIGID DEFINITIONS.

- MIEL/SJOURNEYZ MIEL’'S MAGICAL ROSES SYMBOLIZE HER UNIQUENESS AND THE STRUGGLES SHE FACES IN EMBRACING HER
IDENTITY. THEY SERVE AS A PHYSICAL MANIFESTATION OF HER EMOTIONAL STRUGGLES AND HER CONNECTION TO HER CULTURAL
HERITAGE.

- SAM’S TRANSFORMATION: SAMISJOURNEY AS A TRANSGENDER BOY HIGHLIGHTS THE CHALLENGES OF SELF-ACCEPTANCE AND
SOCIETAL ACCEPTANCE. HIS EXPERIENCES REFLECT THE BROADER ISSUES FACED BY MANY IN THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY,
PORTRAYING THE INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL BATTLES ONE FACES IN THE QUEST FOR AUTHENTICITY.



LoVE AND FRIENDSHIP

THE BOND BETWEEN MIEL AND SAM IS PORTRAYED AS A PROFOUND AND TRANSFORMATIVE LOVE. THEIR RELATIONSHIP DEFIES
TRADITIONAL LABELS AND SHOWCASES THE IMPORTANCE OF ACCEPTANCE AND SUPPORT.

- RoMANTIC LoVE: THE NOVEL BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATES THE NUANCES OF ROMANTIC LOVE, HIGHLIGHTING HOW IT CAN
EMPOWER INDIVIDUALS TO EMBRACE THEIR TRUE SELVES.

- FRIENDSHIP DYNAMICS: THE STRENGTH OF THEIR FRIENDSHIP SERVES AS A REMINDER OF THE IMPORTANCE OF COMPANIONSHIP IN
OVERCOMING LIFE'S OBSTACLES AND THE SOCIETAL PRESSURES THAT SEEK TO DEFINE THEM.

CULTURE AND HERITAGE

CULTURAL BACKGROUND PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE CHARACTERS IDENTITIES AND EXPERIENCES. THE NOVEL DRAWS
HEAVILY ON MEXICAN FOLKLORE, WEAVING CULTURAL ELEMENTS INTO THE NARRATIVE.

- MAGICAL REALISM: THE USE OF MAGICAL REALISM IS EMBLEMATIC OF LATIN AMERICAN LITERATURE, AND McLemMore’s
INCORPORATION OF THIS STYLE ENRICHES THE STORY TELLING.

- CULTURAL CHALLENGES: THE CHARACTERS NAVIGATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF THEIR CULTURAL IDENTITIES, PARTICULARLY HOW
THESE IDENTITIES INTERSECT WITH THEIR PERSONAL STRUGGLES AND SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS.

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

THE CHARACTERS IN “\WHEN THE MooN W AS OURS” ARE MULTIFACETED AND UNDERGO SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT
THROUGHOUT THE STORY. THEIR JOURNEYS ARE FILLED WITH TRIALS THAT CHALLENGE THEIR PERCEPTIONS OF THEMSELVES AND
EACH OTHER.

MieL

MIEL IS A CHARACTER DEFINED BY HER RESILIENCE AND COMPLEXITY. HER ROSES ARE NOT JUST A PHYSICAL ATTRIBUTE BUT ALSO
A METAPHOR FOR HER EMOTIONAL STATE. AS SHE LEARNS TO EMBRACE HER ABILITIES, SHE GROWS FROM A GIRL SEEKING
ACCEPTANCE INTO A POWERFUL YOUNG WOMAN WHO UNDERSTANDS THE IMPORTANCE OF HER IDENTITY.

SAM

SAM’S CHARACTER REPRESENTS THE STRUGGLES OF MANY TRANSGENDER INDIVIDUALS AS HE LEARNS TO NAVIGATE A WORLD
THAT OFTEN FEELS ALIEN TO HIM. HIS JOURNEY IS ONE OF COURAGE, AS HE CONFRONTS SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS WHILE SEEKING
TO DEFINE HIS OWN IDENTITY. HIS PROTECTIVE NATURE TOWARDS MIEL REVEALS HIS DEEP EMOTIONAL CAPACITY AND
UNDERLINES THE IMPORTANCE OF LOVE IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY.

SuPPORTING CHARACTERS

THE SUPPORTING CHARACTERS, PARTICULARLY THE WITCHES, ADD DEPTH TO THE NARRATIVE. THEY REPRESENT SOCIETAL
PRESSURES AND THE DARKER ASPECTS OF DESIRE AND CONTROL. THEIR INTERACTIONS WITH MIEL AND SAM SERVE TO HEIGHTEN
THE STAKES AND ILLUSTRATE THE CHALLENGES THE PROTAGONISTS MUST OVERCOME.



CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

“\¥/HEN THE MooN W AS OURS” STANDS OUT AS A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE, PARTICULARLY
WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF DIVERSE REPRESENTATION. MCLEMORE’S WORK HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF VISIBILITY FOR
MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES, PARTICULARLY IN TERMS OF GENDER IDENTITY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE.

REPRESENTATION IN YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE

THE NOVEL ADDS TO THE GROWING BODY OF WORK THAT SEEKS TO REPRESENT DIVERSE EXPERIENCES IN LITERATURE. BY
CENTERING CHARACTERS FROM MARGINALIZED BACKGROUNDS, MCLEMORE ESTABLISHES A NARRATIVE THAT RESONATES WITH
READERS WHO MAY FEEL UNSEEN OR UNHEARD.

IMPACT ON READERS

THE THEMES OF LOVE, ACCEPTANCE, AND IDENTITY RESONATE DEEPLY WITH READERS, PARTICULARLY YOUNG ADULTS
NAVIGATING THEIR PATHS. THE PORTRAYAL OF LGBTQ+ CHARACTERS IN A POSITIVE AND MULTIFACETED LIGHT ENCOURAGES
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT DIVERSITY AND ACCEPTANCE IN SOCIETY.

CoNcCLUSION

“\WHEN THE MooN W as Ours” Is MoRrE THAN JUST A TALE OF LOVE AND MAGIC, IT IS A PROFOUND EXPLORATION OF
IDENTITY, ACCEPTANCE, AND THE POWER OF FRIENDSHIP. ANNA-MARIE MCLEMORE’S LYRICAL PROSE AND INTRICATE
STORYTELLING INVITE READERS INTO A WORLD WHERE THE LINE BETWEEN REALITY AND FANTASY BLURS, REVEALING DEEPER
TRUTHS ABOUT THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE. AS THE NOVEL CONTINUES TO INSPIRE AND RESONATE WITH AUDIENCES, IT SERVES AS A
TESTAMENT TO THE IMPORTANCE OF REPRESENTATION AND THE ENDURING POWER OF LOVE IN ALL ITS FORMS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN THEMES EXPLORED IN '\WHEN THE MooN W As Ours'?

THE NOVEL EXPLORES THEMES OF IDENTITY, LOVE, GENDER, AND THE INTERSECTION OF REALITY AND MAGIC. |T DELVES INTO THE
STRUGGLES OF ITS CHARACTERS AS THEY NAVIGATE THEIR RELATIONSHIPS AND SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS.

\W/HO ARE THE CENTRAL CHARACTERS IN ‘\W/HEN THE MooN WAs Ours'?

THE CENTRAL CHARACTERS ARE MIEL, A YOUNG GIRL WHO GROWS ROSES FROM HER WRISTS, AND SAM, A BOY WHO HANGS
MOONS IN TREES. THEIR BOND AND EXPERIENCES DRIVE THE NARRATIVE AND HIGHLIGHT THEIR UNIQUE ABILITIES.

\W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ROSES AND MOONS IN THE NOVEL?

THE ROSES SYMBOLIZE BEAUTY, PAIN, AND THE COMPLEXITY OF IDENTITY, WHILE THE MOONS REPRESENT DREAMS, MAGIC, AND
THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE CHARACTERS. TOGETHER, THEY EMBODY THE THEMES OF TRANSFORMATION AND THE POWER OF
LOVE.

How poEes ‘\WHEN THE MooN W AS OURS’ INCORPORATE MAGICAL REALISM?

THE NOVEL BLENDS MAGICAL ELEMENTS WITH REAL-WORLD ISSUES, CREATING A DREAMLIKE ATMOSPHERE WHERE THE



EXTRAORDINARY COEXISTS WITH EVERYDAY LIFE. THIS APPROACH ALLOWS FOR A DEEPER EXPLORATION OF THE CHARACTERS'
INNER STRUGGLES AND RELATIONSHIPS.

WHAT MAKES 'WHEN THE MooN WAS OURS’ A UNIQUE COMING-OF-AGE STORY?

THE NOVEL UNIQUELY COMBINES ELEMENTS OF MAGICAL REALISM WITH A POIGNANT COMING-OF-AGE NARRATIVE, FOCUSING ON
THE CHARACTERSIJOURNEYS OF SELF-DISCOVERY, ACCEPTANCE, AND THE CHALLENGES THEY FACE IN A \WORLD THAT OFTEN
FEELS HOSTILE TO THEIR IDENTITIES.
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