where the wild things are by maurice sendak

Where the Wild Things Are is not just a children’s book; it is a profound exploration of childhood
emotions, imagination, and the journey of self-discovery. Written and illustrated by Maurice Sendak,
this timeless classic has captivated audiences since its publication in 1963. Through the story of Max,
a young boy who embarks on an adventure to a land filled with monstrous creatures, Sendak
addresses complex themes of anger, longing, and the search for belonging, all while employing his
unique artistic style to bring the narrative to life. This article delves into the various aspects of Where
the Wild Things Are, from its narrative structure to its impact on literature and culture.

Background of the Author

Early Life

Maurice Sendak was born on June 10, 1928, in
Brooklyn, New York, to Polish Jewish immigrant
parents. His early life was marked by hardship,
including the loss of family members during the
Holocaust, which profoundly influenced his worldview
and artistic expression. Sendak's childhood
experiences of fear and imagination became integral to
his work, allowing him to create stories that resonated
with both children and adults.

Career Beginnings

Sendak initially pursued a career in illustration and



worked as an art director for a publishing house. He
illustrated numerous books before he turned to writing
his own stories. His breakthrough came with Where the
Wild Things Are, originally titled Where the Wild
Horses Are, which he changed due to his difficulty in
drawing horses. This pivotal decision marked the
beginning of a legendary career in children's literature.

Plot Summary

Where the Wild Things Are tells the story of Max, a
young boy who dresses in a wolf costume and wreaks
havoc at home. After being sent to bed without dinner,
Max's imagination transports him to a fantastical world
inhabited by the "Wild Things," large, furry creatures
who initially threaten him but eventually crown him as
their king.

Key Plot Points

1. Max's Mischief: The story begins with Max's wild
behavior, where he chases the dog with a fork and is
reprimanded by his mother.

2. Journey to the Wild Things: After being sent to his
room, Max's imagination transforms his space into an
expansive forest, leading him to sail to the land of the



Wild Things.

3. Becoming King: In the land of the Wild Things, Max
tames the creatures with a magic trick and is crowned
their king, reveling in his newfound power.

4. Longing for Home: Despite the initial excitement,
Max begins to feel lonely and yearns for home,
realizing that he misses his mother.

5. Return to Reality: Max sails back home, where he
finds his supper waiting for him, still warm,
symbolizing the unconditional love of his mother.

Thematic Elements

Where the Wild Things Are encompasses several
themes that resonate with readers of all ages.

Imagination and Escape

The story celebrates the power of imagination as a
means of escape. Max’s journey to the land of the Wild
Things serves as a metaphor for children dealing with
emotions and situations they may not fully understand.
The ability to create an alternate world allows
Max—and by extension, readers—to explore their
feelings in a safe space.



Anger and Emotional Growth

Max's initial behavior exemplifies the anger and
frustration that children often experience. Sendak
does not shy away from depicting these emotions,
showcasing them as a natural part of growing up. The
Wild Things represent the chaos of these feelings, and
Max'’s journey signifies a process of understanding and
managing his emotions.

Longing for Belonging

At its core, Where the Wild Things Are is about the
universal desire for belonging and love. Max’s
adventures lead him to realize that no matter how
exciting the Wild Things' world is, it cannot replace the
comfort of home and the love of his mother.

Artistic Style and lllustration

Maurice Sendak's illustrations are as integral to the
book as the text itself. His ability to blend detailed
artistry with simplicity creates a captivating visual
experience.



lllustration Techniques

1. Use of Color: Sendak employs a muted color palette
that evokes a sense of nostalgia and dreams. The dark
tones of the Wild Things' land contrast sharply with
the lighter hues of Max’s home.

2. Character Design: The Wild Things are uniquely
designed with exaggerated features that embody both
fear and charm, making them relatable to children who
may have their own fears.

3. Expression and Emotion: Sendak masterfully
captures the emotions of the characters through their
expressions, allowing readers to connect deeply with
Max's journey.

Influence of Art on Storytelling

The synergy between the illustrations and the
narrative enhances the storytelling experience,
allowing readers to engage with the book on multiple
levels. The visual cues guide the reader's emotions,
creating a richer understanding of Max's internal
struggle.

Impact on Literature and Culture



Where the Wild Things Are has left an indelible mark
on children's literature and popular culture.

Literary Significance

1. Breaking Conventional Norms: The book challenged
the conventions of children's literature by addressing
complex emotional themes instead of relying solely on
fantasy and moral lessons.

2. Award Recognition: It received numerous accolades,
including the Caldecott Medal in 1964, solidifying its
status as a classic.

3. Educational Tool: Educators often use the book to
discuss emotions, creativity, and the importance of
home, making it a staple in classrooms.

Cultural References

- Adaptations: The story has inspired various
adaptations, including an acclaimed live-action film
directed by Spike Jonze in 2009, which expanded on
the themes of the original book.

- Merchandise and Artwork: The Wild Things have
become cultural icons, appearing in various forms of
merchandise, art, and media, further cementing their
place in popular culture.



Legacy and Continuing Relevance

Over the decades, Where the Wild Things Are has
maintained its relevance, resonating with new
generations of readers.

Modern Interpretations

1. Diverse Editions: The book has been translated into
multiple languages and adapted into various formats,
ensuring that its message reaches a global audience.
2. Thematic Discussions: Contemporary discussions
around children's mental health and emotional
intelligence often reference Sendak's work, as it
provides a framework for understanding and
expressing feelings.

Influence on New Authors

Many contemporary children's authors cite Sendak as
an inspiration, emphasizing the importance of
authenticity in storytelling and the value of addressing
real emotions. His work encourages new generations
of writers to explore deeper themes in children’s
literature.



Conclusion

Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak is not
merely a story about a boy and monsters; it is a
profound exploration of childhood, emotions, and the
intricate journey of understanding oneself. Through its
rich narrative, stunning illustrations, and timeless
themes, the book continues to enchant and educate
readers around the world. Its legacy endures,
reminding us of the power of imagination and the
importance of home, love, and belonging in our lives.
As we navigate our own wild things, Sendak’s
masterpiece remains a cherished companion,
illuminating the complexities of the human experience
through the lens of childhood.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Where the Wild Things Are'?

The main theme of 'Where the Wild Things Are' is the
exploration of childhood emotions, such as anger,
loneliness, and the desire for adventure, as well as the
importance of home and family.

How does Max's journey to the land of the Wild Things reflect



a child's imagination?

Max's journey to the land of the Wild Things represents
the boundless imagination of childhood, allowing him
to escape reality and explore his feelings, fears, and
desires in a fantastical setting.

What role do the Wild Things play in the story?

The Wild Things represent Max's inner emotions and
conflicts. They embody his feelings of rage and
rebellion, but also his need for acceptance and
understanding.

Why is the ending of 'Where the Wild Things Are' significant?

The ending is significant because it highlights Max's
realization that, despite the adventures he had, he
ultimately longs for the comfort and love of home,
symbolizing the importance of familial bonds.

What artistic techniques does Maurice Sendak use to enhance
the story?

Maurice Sendak uses detailed illustrations, expressive
character designs, and imaginative landscapes to
enhance the emotional depth of the story, allowing



readers to visually experience Max's adventure.

How has 'Where the Wild Things Are' influenced children's
literature?

The book has influenced children's literature by
breaking traditional storytelling norms, using complex
themes, and embracing the emotional landscape of
childhood, inspiring countless authors and illustrators.

What message does 'Where the Wild Things Are' convey about
emotions?

The story conveys the message that it is natural to
experience a range of emotions, including anger and
frustration, and that acknowledging these feelings is
an essential part of growing up.

How does 'Where the Wild Things Are' address the concept of
loneliness?

The book addresses loneliness by showing Max's initial
feelings of isolation at home, which drive him to seek
adventure in the Wild Things' land, ultimately leading
him to appreciate his home and family more.
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