
where to find beads for jewelry making
Where to find beads for jewelry making has become a common inquiry among both novice and
seasoned artisans. Whether you are creating beautiful necklaces, intricate bracelets, or stylish
earrings, the right beads can make all the difference in your jewelry-making projects. This guide will
explore various places to find beads, from local craft stores to online marketplaces, ensuring you have
access to a wide array of options to suit your style and budget.

Local Craft Stores

One of the most straightforward places to find beads for jewelry making is your local craft store.
These stores typically carry a variety of beads in different materials, shapes, and sizes. Here are a few
popular retail chains and local shops to consider:

Michaels: Known for a wide selection of craft supplies, Michaels offers an extensive range of
beads, including glass, wooden, and acrylic options.

Joann Fabric and Craft Stores: Joann’s provides a variety of beads and jewelry-making
supplies, often featuring seasonal selections and discounts.

Hobby Lobby: This store has a dedicated jewelry-making section with different types of beads
and findings to help you create unique pieces.

Local bead shops: Many cities have specialty bead stores that carry unique, high-quality
supplies. These shops often host workshops and classes, making them a great resource for
learning and inspiration.

Artisan Markets and Craft Fairs

Another excellent source for beads is artisan markets and craft fairs. These events often feature local
artisans who sell handmade items, including jewelry components. Here’s why you should consider
attending:

Unique Finds: At artisan markets, you can discover one-of-a-kind beads that are not available
in retail stores.

Support Local Artists: Purchasing from local artisans helps support your community while
also ensuring a unique selection of materials.

Networking Opportunities: These events often allow you to connect with other jewelry
makers, which can lead to valuable tips and collaborations.



Online Marketplaces

In the digital age, online marketplaces have become a go-to source for beads. They offer the
convenience of shopping from home and often feature a broader selection than physical stores. Here
are some popular online platforms to explore:

1. Etsy

Etsy is a haven for crafters and artisans. You can find a vast array of beads, including vintage and
handmade options. Shopping on Etsy allows you to support small businesses and often provides
unique finds that you won't see elsewhere.

2. Amazon

Amazon has a dedicated section for jewelry-making supplies, including beads. With competitive prices
and fast shipping options, it’s an excellent choice for bulk purchases.

3. eBay

eBay is another option where you can find both new and used beads. Auctions can lead to significant
savings, and you might stumble upon rare finds.

4. Specialty Bead Websites

Several websites specialize in beads and jewelry-making supplies. Some popular ones include:

Fire Mountain Gems: Offers an extensive selection of beads, gemstones, and findings, often
at wholesale prices.

Beadaholique: A favorite among jewelry makers, Beadaholique provides a wide variety of
beads, tools, and instructional videos.

Artbeads: Known for their high-quality products, Artbeads features a vast selection of beads
and components.



Thrift Stores and Flea Markets

Thrift stores and flea markets can be treasure troves for finding unique beads at a fraction of the cost.
Here are some tips for shopping in these venues:

Look for Vintage Jewelry: Often, you can find old jewelry pieces that can be repurposed for
your projects. Simply dismantle them to access the beads.

Keep an Open Mind: You may need to look beyond just beads. Consider other materials like
fabric, buttons, and charms that can be incorporated into your designs.

Visit Regularly: Inventory changes often, so frequent visits can lead to new discoveries.

Trade Shows and Bead Expos

If you are serious about jewelry making, attending trade shows and bead expos can be invaluable.
These events often bring together a vast array of vendors offering beads and supplies at wholesale
prices. Benefits of attending include:

Networking: Meet suppliers, manufacturers, and fellow jewelry makers to exchange ideas and
tips.

Workshops: Many expos offer hands-on workshops where you can learn new techniques and
skills.

Bulk Discounts: Purchasing beads in bulk can lead to significant savings, especially if you are
planning to create multiple pieces.

Online Communities and Social Media

Engaging with online communities and social media platforms can help you discover new sources for
beads. Here’s how to leverage these platforms:

1. Facebook Groups

Join Facebook groups dedicated to jewelry making. Members often share their favorite places to shop
and may even sell or trade beads.



2. Instagram

Follow jewelry makers and suppliers on Instagram. Many artisans showcase their products and offer
links to where you can purchase them.

3. Pinterest

Use Pinterest to find inspiration and resources. Many pins lead to blog posts or shops that sell unique
beads and supplies.

Conclusion

Finding the right beads for your jewelry-making projects can be an exciting adventure. From local
craft stores and artisan markets to online platforms and thrift shops, there are numerous options to
explore. As you embark on your bead-hunting journey, remember to keep an open mind and let your
creativity guide you. Happy crafting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best online stores to buy beads for jewelry
making?
Some of the best online stores for purchasing beads include Etsy, Amazon, and specialized sites like
Fire Mountain Gems and Beadaholique. These platforms offer a wide variety of beads in different
materials and styles.

Are there local craft stores that sell beads for jewelry making?
Yes, local craft stores like Michaels, Joann, and Hobby Lobby typically have a dedicated section for
beads and jewelry-making supplies. It's a great way to see the beads in person before purchasing.

What types of beads are popular for jewelry making?
Popular types of beads for jewelry making include seed beads, gemstone beads, glass beads, wooden
beads, and metal beads. Each type offers different aesthetics and can be used to create unique
designs.

Can I find unique beads at flea markets or craft fairs?
Absolutely! Flea markets and craft fairs often feature local artisans and vendors who sell unique,
handmade, or vintage beads that you won't find in typical retail stores.



Are there any bead subscription boxes available?
Yes, several companies offer bead subscription boxes, such as The Bead Box and Dollar Bead Box.
These subscriptions provide a curated selection of beads delivered to your door monthly, often
including exclusive items.

What should I consider when choosing beads for my jewelry
projects?
When selecting beads, consider the material, size, shape, color, and overall design of your project.
Additionally, think about the durability and weight of the beads, especially if you're making items for
everyday wear.
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