
where to find the elf on the shelf
Where to find the Elf on the Shelf is a question that many families ponder as the holiday season
approaches. The Elf on the Shelf tradition, which involves a small elf doll that observes children's
behavior and reports back to Santa Claus, has become a beloved activity in many households. Each
night, the elf moves to a new location, creating excitement and anticipation for children each
morning. In this article, we will explore various creative and fun ideas for where to find your Elf on
the Shelf, ensuring that your family enjoys this delightful holiday tradition to the fullest.

Understanding the Elf on the Shelf Tradition

Before diving into the numerous hiding spots for your elf, it’s essential to understand the origins and
purpose of this whimsical tradition. The Elf on the Shelf was introduced through a book by Carol
Aebersold and Chanda Bell, which explains the role of the elf as Santa's scout. The elf comes to life
at night and observes the children in the household, reporting back to Santa each night about their
behavior.

This tradition encourages children to behave well during the holiday season, adding an element of
magic and excitement to the countdown to Christmas. As families incorporate the elf into their
holiday routines, finding creative spots for the elf to "hide" each day becomes a fun and cherished
activity.

Creative Hiding Spots for Your Elf

Finding the perfect location for your Elf on the Shelf can be both fun and challenging. Here are some
creative ideas to keep your children engaged and excited about the elf's nightly adventures.

Classic Hiding Spots

1. Christmas Tree: Nestle the elf among the branches of your Christmas tree. This classic location
allows the elf to blend in with the ornaments, creating a festive atmosphere.

2. Kitchen Shelves: Place the elf on a kitchen shelf, perhaps peeking out from behind a bowl or a
stack of plates. This spot is particularly fun since children often spend time in the kitchen during the
holiday season.

3. Bookshelf: Position the elf among the books on a bookshelf. You can even have the elf holding a
holiday-themed book, encouraging children to read.

4. Fireplace Mantle: The mantle is a great place for the elf to perch. You can place the elf next to
stockings or holiday decorations, making it a central part of your holiday decor.



Fun and Whimsical Spots

1. Bathroom Mirror: Tape the elf to the bathroom mirror with a piece of festive ribbon. This will
surprise and delight children when they start their day.

2. Inside the Fridge: For a cool surprise, place the elf inside the refrigerator next to a jar of holiday
treats. You can even have the elf holding a candy cane or a holiday cookie.

3. In the Christmas Village: If you set up a Christmas village display, place the elf among the
miniature houses and figurines, making it look like he’s part of the festivities.

4. On a Shelf with Other Toys: Position the elf among children’s other toys, such as action figures or
dolls. This will make the elf seem like he’s joining in on the fun.

Interactive Hiding Spots

1. Playing a Game: Set up a board game with the elf sitting at a game piece, as if he's ready to play.
This will encourage children to engage with their toys in a different way.

2. In a Toy Car: Place the elf in a toy car, giving the impression that he is driving around. This can
spark imaginative play and storytelling.

3. Crafting Station: Position the elf among craft supplies, perhaps with a small craft project he has
started. This can inspire children to engage in their own creative activities.

4. With Holiday Treats: Set the elf next to a plate of cookies or a bowl of candy, as if he’s indulging
in some holiday treats. This can also create a fun opportunity for baking or snack time.

Seasonal Themes for Hiding Spots

Incorporating seasonal themes into your elf's hiding spots can add an extra layer of excitement.
Here are some ideas based on various holiday themes.

Winter Wonderland

- Snowy Scene: Use cotton balls or white fabric to create a snowy scene and place the elf in the
midst of it. This can look like your elf is having a snowball fight or making a snow angel.

- Sledding Adventure: Create a mini sledding hill using a container or a small slope and have the elf
"sledding" down it using a small piece of cardboard.



Christmas Party

- Elf Dance Party: Set the elf up with mini instruments or party hats, creating a festive dance party
scene with other toys.

- Holiday Movie Night: Place the elf on a couch or chair with popcorn and a remote control, as if he’s
ready to enjoy a holiday movie.

Exploring Nature

- Outdoor Adventure: If your elf can go outside, consider placing him on a garden bench or among
potted plants, creating an outdoor exploration scene.

- Hiking Elf: Set up a small path with toy cars or figurines and place the elf as if he’s leading a hike
through the house.

Involving the Family

To enhance the Elf on the Shelf experience, consider involving your family in the process:

1. Elf Naming Ceremony: Gather the family and hold a small ceremony to name the elf. This can
make the tradition feel more personal.

2. Elf Journal: Create a journal where family members can write notes to the elf or document the
elf's adventures. This can become a treasured keepsake over the years.

3. Daily Photos: Take photos of the elf in different spots each day and create a holiday scrapbook.
This can be a fun activity to look back on each year.

Final Thoughts

The Elf on the Shelf tradition is an enjoyable way to create lasting memories during the holiday
season. By exploring various hiding spots and involving your family in the experience, you can make
this tradition even more magical. Remember, the key is to have fun and let your creativity shine.

With these ideas in mind, you’ll be well-equipped to answer the question of where to find the Elf on
the Shelf each day, keeping the spirit of the season alive and ensuring that your children wake up
with excitement and wonder each morning. Happy elf hiding!

Frequently Asked Questions



What are some creative hiding spots for the Elf on the Shelf
this year?
Some creative hiding spots include inside the refrigerator, perched on a ceiling fan, in a houseplant,
or hiding in a toy bin.

How do I make the Elf on the Shelf more interactive for my
kids?
You can make the Elf interactive by having it leave notes, small gifts, or engage in fun activities like
making a mini snow angel in flour.

When should I move the Elf on the Shelf?
The Elf should be moved each night after the kids go to bed, so they can find it in a new spot each
morning.

What are some fun themes for hiding the Elf on the Shelf?
Consider themes like 'Elf in the Kitchen,' where it can be found baking cookies, or 'Elf at the
Movies,' where it watches a favorite holiday film.

Can I find Elf on the Shelf ideas online?
Yes, there are many websites, blogs, and social media platforms like Pinterest or Instagram that
showcase creative Elf on the Shelf ideas.

What should I do if my Elf on the Shelf gets moved
accidentally?
If the Elf gets moved, simply explain to your kids that the Elf is magical and can still report back to
Santa, even if it was touched.

Are there any Elf on the Shelf books or movies for inspiration?
Yes, there are several books available in the Elf on the Shelf series, as well as a holiday special
movie that can provide inspiration.

How can I involve my pets in the Elf on the Shelf fun?
You can create scenarios where the Elf interacts with your pets, like setting up a mini pet party or
having the Elf 'ride' a pet for a fun photo opportunity.
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