
where to hide an elf on the shelf
Where to hide an elf on the shelf is a delightful question that many families ponder
during the Christmas season. The Elf on the Shelf tradition has become a beloved holiday
activity for children and parents alike. This charming little elf not only adds magic to the
festive season but also encourages children to behave, as the elf reports back to Santa
each night. To keep the excitement alive, parents need fresh and creative ideas for hiding
the elf each day. This article offers a variety of fun and imaginative hiding spots for your
Elf on the Shelf, ensuring that the magic continues throughout the holiday season.

Understanding the Elf on the Shelf Tradition

Before diving into the creative hiding spots, it’s essential to understand the origins and
purpose of the Elf on the Shelf. The tradition stems from the 2005 children’s book by Carol
Aebersold and Chanda Bell, which tells the story of how Santa’s scout elves help him
manage the naughty and nice lists. According to the tradition, the elf arrives in homes
after Thanksgiving and can be found in various locations each day until Christmas.

The excitement of discovering the elf in a new spot each morning adds an element of
surprise and wonder for children. However, to keep the magic alive, parents should avoid
repeating hiding spots and instead strive for creativity.

Creative Hiding Spots for Your Elf on the Shelf

Here are some imaginative ideas for where to hide an elf on the shelf that will thrill your
children and keep them guessing.

In the Kitchen

The kitchen is a great place to hide your elf, especially since it’s often the heart of the
home. Here are some clever ideas:

In the Cookie Jar: Place the elf inside a cookie jar with a few cookies, ready to1.
share a treat with your children.

On the Spice Rack: Position the elf among the spice jars, perhaps holding a tiny2.
measuring spoon.

In the Refrigerator: Hide the elf behind a bottle of milk or perched on a shelf3.
among the leftovers.

With the Utensils: Tuck the elf inside a large mixing bowl or among the kitchen4.



utensils in a drawer.

In the Living Room

The living room is often where family gatherings take place, making it an ideal location for
your elf's antics. Consider these options:

On the Christmas Tree: Balance the elf on a branch or hide it among the
ornaments.

Near the Fireplace: Place the elf sitting on the mantel or in a cozy nook by the fire.

In a Stocking: Stuff the elf into one of the Christmas stockings, peeking out with a
cheeky grin.

On the Couch: Position the elf in a funny pose on the couch, perhaps with a remote
control or a snack.

In the Bathroom

Surprising as it may seem, the bathroom can be a whimsical hiding spot for your elf. Here
are a few ideas:

In the Bathtub: Place the elf in the bathtub, surrounded by rubber ducks or a mini1.
bubble bath.

On the Towel Rack: Hang the elf from a towel rack, perhaps in a tiny towel or2.
bathrobe.

In the Mirror: Stick the elf to the mirror with a small piece of tape, making it look3.
like it’s making silly faces.

In the Kids’ Bedrooms

Children’s bedrooms are a treasure trove of potential hiding spots. Here are some clever
ideas to make your elf’s appearance even more delightful:



Inside a Toy Box: Place the elf among the toys, perhaps holding a toy or playing
with it.

Under the Bed: Hide the elf peeking out from under the bed, encouraging kids to
look for him.

In a Dollhouse: Position the elf inside a dollhouse, interacting with the dolls.

On a Bookshelf: Set the elf among the books, perhaps reading one or sitting on top
of a stack.

Outdoor Hiding Spots

If you want to take the elf outside, here are some fun and creative hiding places that can
be used if weather permits:

In the Snow: If you have snow, bury the elf partially in the snow or have it make1.
snow angels.

On the Front Porch: Set the elf up on a porch railing or hanging from a decoration.2.

In the Garden: Place the elf among the plants, perhaps with a watering can or3.
gardening tools.

Tips for Keeping the Magic Alive

While hiding the elf can be an enjoyable activity, it can also become challenging as the
days progress. Here are some tips to ensure the tradition remains fun and stress-free:

Plan Ahead

Take some time to brainstorm hiding spots for the entire month. You can even create a
calendar with ideas for each day. This planning will alleviate the last-minute scramble and
ensure you have creative ideas ready.

Involve the Kids

Let older children help with hiding the elf! This can add an extra layer of excitement and
allow them to participate in the magic. Encourage them to come up with their own hiding



spots as well.

Keep It Simple

Not every hiding spot needs to be elaborate. Sometimes, a simple hiding spot is just as
magical. Focus on creativity rather than complexity.

Conclusion

When it comes to the question of where to hide an elf on the shelf, the possibilities are
truly endless. From the kitchen to the living room, and even outside, there are countless
creative and fun places to surprise your children each morning. By embracing the spirit of
the Elf on the Shelf tradition and incorporating unique hiding spots, you can create a
festive atmosphere filled with joy, wonder, and anticipation. Remember to plan ahead,
involve your children, and most importantly, enjoy the magic of the season together.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some creative places to hide an Elf on the
Shelf in the kitchen?
You can hide the elf inside a mixing bowl, perched on a kitchen utensil holder, or among
the spices in a cabinet.

How can I incorporate my Elf on the Shelf into our
holiday decorations?
Try hiding the elf in the Christmas tree, sitting on a mantle with stockings, or nestled
among the holiday lights.

What are fun hiding spots for an Elf on the Shelf that
kids will love?
Some fun spots include inside a dollhouse, on a bookshelf with their favorite books, or
hiding in a toy bin.

Can I hide my Elf on the Shelf outside, and if so, where?
Yes! You can place the elf in a snowman, hanging from a tree branch, or next to outdoor
decorations like a reindeer or sleigh.



What are some easy last-minute hiding spots for the Elf
on the Shelf?
Quick spots include under a pillow, inside a shoebox, or behind a family photo on a shelf.
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