
where to publish short stories
Where to Publish Short Stories is a question that many aspiring writers
grapple with as they seek to share their creative works with a wider
audience. The landscape for publishing short stories has evolved
significantly over the years, providing numerous platforms, both traditional
and digital, for authors to showcase their talents. In this article, we will
explore various avenues for publishing short stories, ranging from literary
magazines to self-publishing options and online platforms, to help you find
the right fit for your writing.

Types of Publication Platforms

When it comes to publishing short stories, there are several types of
platforms to consider. Each has its own audience, submission guidelines, and
potential for exposure.

1. Literary Magazines

Literary magazines are one of the most respected avenues for publishing short
stories. They often focus on high-quality writing and can provide significant
exposure to new writers. Here are some notable literary magazines to
consider:

- The New Yorker: Renowned for its high literary standards, The New Yorker
publishes fiction, essays, and poetry. Getting published here can
significantly boost an author’s reputation.
- Ploughshares: This magazine focuses on contemporary fiction and poetry.
They accept submissions from both established and emerging writers.
- Tin House: Known for its eclectic mix of genres, Tin House publishes a
variety of stories and has an active readership.
- The Paris Review: A prestigious magazine that has published many acclaimed
authors, The Paris Review is known for its long-form interviews and short
fiction.

Submission Tips:
- Always read the magazine’s submission guidelines carefully.
- Tailor your story to fit the magazine’s style and readership.
- Consider submitting during open submission periods, as many magazines have
specific times when they accept new work.

2. Online Literary Journals

With the rise of digital media, many literary journals have transitioned



online. These journals often have fewer barriers to entry and can reach a
global audience. Some prominent online literary journals include:

- Electric Literature: A platform that champions new voices in literature,
they publish short stories, essays, and reviews.
- Narrative Magazine: Known for its commitment to storytelling, Narrative
accepts submissions from both emerging and established writers.
- The Kenyon Review: This journal publishes a wide range of literary works,
including short fiction, and has a strong online presence.

Benefits of Online Journals:
- Faster publication times compared to print magazines.
- Wider reach and accessibility for readers worldwide.
- Opportunities for multimedia storytelling, including audio and video.

3. Anthologies and Collections

Anthologies often feature a collection of stories centered around a specific
theme or genre. Getting your work included in an anthology can be an
excellent way to gain exposure. Some well-known anthologies include:

- The Best American Series: These annual anthologies compile the best short
stories from various publications and are highly esteemed in the literary
world.
- One Story: This unique publication features one story per issue, allowing
for a focused reading experience.
- Tin House Books: In addition to their magazine, Tin House also publishes
themed anthologies, giving writers the opportunity to contribute to
collective works.

How to Get Published in an Anthology:
- Research upcoming anthologies and their themes.
- Follow submission guidelines meticulously.
- Consider collaborations with other writers to create themed submissions.

4. Self-Publishing

Self-publishing has become increasingly popular, offering writers complete
control over their work. Although it may not carry the prestige of
traditional publishing, it can be a viable option for many authors.

Popular Self-Publishing Platforms:
- Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP): A well-known platform that allows
authors to publish their e-books and reach a vast audience.
- Smashwords: This platform distributes e-books to multiple retailers, giving
authors broader visibility.
- Lulu: Known for print-on-demand publishing, Lulu allows authors to create



physical copies of their work.

Advantages of Self-Publishing:
- Full control over the publishing process, including cover design and
pricing.
- Immediate access to sales data and reader feedback.
- The potential for higher royalty rates compared to traditional publishing.

Writing Competitions and Contests

Participating in writing competitions is another excellent way to publish
short stories. Many competitions offer publication as a prize, along with
cash rewards and recognition.

Popular Short Story Contests

- The Bridport Prize: An international competition that awards cash prizes
and publication in an anthology.
- The Writer’s Digest Writing Competition: This annual contest features
various categories, including short stories, and offers publication in their
magazine.
- The Iowa Review Awards: This competition recognizes exceptional short
fiction and publishes winners in their journal.

Tips for Entering Contests:
- Read the rules carefully, including word count limits and submission
deadlines.
- Ensure your work is polished and adheres to the contest theme, if
applicable.
- Keep track of multiple submissions to avoid confusion.

Online Writing Platforms and Communities

Digital platforms have created opportunities for writers to share their work
and connect with readers. These platforms can serve as a launchpad for career
development and networking.

1. Wattpad

Wattpad is a user-generated content platform where writers can publish their
stories and connect with readers. It’s particularly popular among young
adults and offers writers the chance to gain a following.



Pros of Using Wattpad:
- Access to a large reader base.
- Opportunities for feedback and interaction with readers.
- Potential for stories to gain traction and attract publishers.

2. Medium

Medium is a blogging platform that allows writers to publish essays, stories,
and articles. While it’s not exclusively for fiction, many writers use it to
share their short stories and build an audience.

Benefits of Medium:
- Easy-to-use interface for publishing.
- Built-in audience, with the potential for stories to go viral.
- Opportunities to earn money through their Partner Program.

3. Social Media Platforms

Social media can also serve as a platform for sharing short stories. Writers
can post their work on platforms like Instagram, Facebook, or Twitter,
utilizing hashtags and engaging with other writers and readers.

Strategies for Using Social Media:
- Create a dedicated writing account to showcase your work.
- Use relevant hashtags to increase visibility.
- Engage with readers and other writers to build a community.

Considerations for Publishing Your Short
Stories

When deciding where to publish your short stories, it’s essential to consider
various factors. Here are some key considerations to keep in mind:

- Target Audience: Identify who your ideal readers are and choose platforms
that cater to them.
- Publication Rights: Understand the rights you are granting when submitting
your work to different platforms. Some may require exclusive rights, while
others may allow you to retain ownership.
- Feedback and Growth: Consider whether the platform allows for reader
interaction and feedback, which can be valuable for your growth as a writer.



Conclusion

Publishing short stories is a journey that can take many forms, from
traditional literary magazines to modern self-publishing options. Each
platform offers unique benefits and challenges, making it essential for
writers to explore their options and find the best fit for their work. By
considering the type of audience you want to reach, the potential for
exposure, and your personal goals as a writer, you can navigate the
publishing landscape more effectively and share your stories with the world.
Whether you choose to pursue traditional publishing, self-publishing, or
online platforms, the key is to keep writing and sharing your voice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular online platforms for
publishing short stories?
Some popular online platforms for publishing short stories include Wattpad,
Medium, and Scribophile, where writers can share their work and connect with
readers.

Are there any literary magazines that accept short
story submissions?
Yes, many literary magazines accept short story submissions. Some well-known
ones include The New Yorker, Granta, and Ploughshares, which often feature
both established and emerging writers.

Can self-publishing be a viable option for short
story writers?
Absolutely! Self-publishing through platforms like Amazon Kindle Direct
Publishing or Smashwords allows writers to reach a wider audience and retain
control over their work.

What are the benefits of entering short story
contests?
Entering short story contests can provide exposure, feedback, and the chance
to win monetary prizes or publication opportunities, which can be valuable
for building a writer's portfolio.

How can social media be utilized to publish and



promote short stories?
Social media platforms like Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook can be used to
share short stories, engage with readers, and build a following, making it
easier to promote published works.
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