
where to take the security plus exam
Where to take the Security Plus exam is a crucial question for those looking to enhance their
cybersecurity credentials. The CompTIA Security+ certification is one of the most recognized
qualifications in the IT industry, validating an individual's skills in managing and securing networks.
This article will guide you through the various locations and methods available for taking the
Security+ exam, ensuring you are well-prepared to embark on this important step in your
professional development.

Overview of the Security+ Exam

Before diving into where to take the exam, it’s essential to understand what the Security+ exam
entails. The Security+ certification focuses on the foundational principles of cybersecurity,
including:

- Threats, attacks, and vulnerabilities
- Risk management and mitigation strategies
- Security architecture and design
- Identity and access management
- Security assessment and testing
- Incident response and recovery

The exam consists of a maximum of 90 questions, which can be multiple-choice or performance-
based. Candidates have 90 minutes to complete the test and must achieve a score of at least 750 out
of 900 to pass.

Options for Taking the Security+ Exam

There are several options available for candidates wishing to take the Security+ exam. Each option
has its own advantages, so it’s essential to choose the one that best fits your needs and
circumstances.

1. Pearson VUE Test Centers

One of the most common ways to take the Security+ exam is through Pearson VUE, the official
testing partner for CompTIA. Here are the details:

- Global Reach: Pearson VUE has test centers located in over 175 countries, making it accessible
regardless of your location.
- Convenient Scheduling: You can schedule your exam at a time that suits you, often with flexible
dates and times available. Many centers offer early morning, late evening, and weekend slots.
- Professional Environment: Test centers provide a quiet and controlled environment, equipped with
the necessary technology for a smooth testing experience.



To find a Pearson VUE test center near you, visit the official Pearson VUE website and use their test
center locator tool.

2. Online Proctoring

For those who prefer to take the exam from the comfort of their own home or office, CompTIA offers
online proctoring. Here’s what to know:

- Flexibility: You can take the exam at any time of day, allowing for a more personalized schedule.
- Convenience: No need to travel to a test center, which can save time and money.
- Proctoring Features: An online proctor will monitor you via your webcam and microphone during
the exam to ensure compliance with testing policies.

To opt for online proctoring, you’ll need to meet specific technical requirements, including a suitable
computer, reliable internet connection, and a quiet environment free from interruptions.

3. CompTIA Authorized Partners

CompTIA also collaborates with various training organizations and educational institutions that offer
testing services. This can be a great option if you're already enrolled in a training program. Here’s
what to consider:

- Integrated Learning: Many authorized partners provide a comprehensive learning experience,
including training and exam preparation followed by the opportunity to take the exam in-house.
- Group Testing: Some institutions might organize group testing sessions, making it a cost-effective
option for organizations looking to certify multiple employees.

To find a CompTIA Authorized Partner, you can check the CompTIA website for a list of accredited
training organizations.

Preparing for the Security+ Exam

Regardless of where you choose to take the exam, preparation is key to success. Here are some tips
to help you get ready:

1. Study Materials

- Official Study Guides: CompTIA offers official study guides and resources that can help you
understand the exam objectives.
- Online Courses: Platforms such as Udemy, Coursera, and Cybrary offer Security+ courses that
cover all exam topics.
- Practice Tests: Taking practice exams can help you gauge your readiness and identify areas where
you need more study.



2. Study Groups and Forums

- Join Online Communities: Engage with others preparing for the exam by joining forums like Reddit
or CompTIA’s own community.
- Local Study Groups: If you prefer face-to-face interaction, consider forming or joining a local study
group with fellow candidates.

3. Exam Day Preparation

- Arrive Early: Whether you’re taking the exam in person or online, make sure to log in or arrive
early to account for any unforeseen issues.
- Bring Required Identification: Ensure you have a valid government-issued ID, as it will be required
at the test center or for online verification.
- Stay Calm and Confident: Remember, preparation is key. Take deep breaths and approach the
exam with a positive mindset.

Costs Involved in Taking the Security+ Exam

Understanding the costs associated with the Security+ exam will help you budget effectively. Here’s
a breakdown:

- Exam Fee: The standard cost for the Security+ exam is around $392. Prices may vary based on
location and any applicable taxes.
- Study Materials: Investing in study guides, courses, and practice tests can range from $50 to
several hundred dollars, depending on your choices.
- Retake Fees: If you do not pass on your first attempt, you will need to budget for retake fees, which
are typically the same as the initial exam cost.

Conclusion

Knowing where to take the Security Plus exam is just the beginning of your journey towards earning
this valuable certification. With options ranging from Pearson VUE test centers to online proctoring
and authorized partners, you can choose the method that best fits your lifestyle. Don’t forget that
preparation is key; utilizing study materials, engaging with fellow candidates, and planning for exam
day will significantly enhance your chances of success. By following the guidance in this article,
you’ll be well-equipped to tackle the Security+ exam and advance your career in cybersecurity.

Frequently Asked Questions



Where can I schedule the Security+ exam?
You can schedule the Security+ exam through the Pearson VUE website, which is the official testing
partner for CompTIA.

Are there any online options for taking the Security+ exam?
Yes, CompTIA offers a remote proctoring option for the Security+ exam, allowing you to take it from
home or another secure location.

What are the locations for in-person Security+ testing?
In-person Security+ exams can be taken at Pearson VUE test centers, which are located in various
cities worldwide. You can find a nearby center on their website.

How do I find a Pearson VUE test center near me for the
Security+ exam?
Visit the Pearson VUE website and use their 'Find a Test Center' tool by entering your location
details.

What identification do I need to bring to the Security+ exam?
You must bring a valid, government-issued photo ID with a signature, such as a passport or driver's
license, to the testing center.

Can I reschedule my Security+ exam if needed?
Yes, you can reschedule your Security+ exam through the Pearson VUE website, but be sure to
check their rescheduling policy for any fees or time limits.

What is the cost to take the Security+ exam at a testing
center?
As of now, the cost for the Security+ exam is typically around $370, but it's advisable to check the
CompTIA website for the most current pricing.

Do I need to bring anything other than my ID to the Security+
exam?
No additional materials are required, but it's recommended to bring a simple calculator if needed, as
some test centers may not provide them.

What are the testing hours for the Security+ exam?
Testing hours vary by location, but many Pearson VUE test centers offer exams during standard
business hours and sometimes on weekends.



Is there a specific age requirement to take the Security+
exam?
While there is no official age requirement, candidates must have parental consent if they are under
18 years old.
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