
where was the secret annex

Where was the secret annex? This question often arises in discussions about
one of the most poignant first-hand accounts of the Holocaust, Anne Frank's
diary. The secret annex, where Anne and her family sought refuge during World
War II, was a hidden space in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. This article will
explore the location, structure, historical significance, and the legacy of
the secret annex.

Location of the Secret Annex

The secret annex was located at 263 Prinsengracht, a canal house in
Amsterdam. The building was owned by Otto Frank, Anne's father, who had
established a business that produced pectin, a gelling agent for preserving
fruit. In July 1942, as the situation for Jews in the Netherlands worsened,
Otto and his family decided to go into hiding.

The Layout of the Secret Annex

The secret annex was a concealed area that was part of the upper floors of
the canal house. It consisted of several rooms that were designed to provide
shelter for the Frank family and four other Jewish individuals. Here’s a
brief overview of the layout:

1. Living Area: This was the main space where the families spent most of
their time. It was small and cramped, accommodating eight people.
2. Kitchen: A makeshift kitchen area was set up to prepare meals, which was
especially challenging given the limited resources and the constant need for
silence.
3. Bedrooms: The annex had a couple of small rooms that served as bedrooms
for the families. Privacy was a luxury that they could hardly afford.
4. Bathroom: There was a single toilet, which had to be shared among all the
inhabitants, highlighting the discomfort of their living conditions.

Visitors entering the building could not detect the secret annex, as the
entrance was hidden behind a movable bookcase. This clever design was crucial
for maintaining their safety.

Historical Context

The annex served as a refuge during a time of extreme danger. The Nazi regime
implemented systematic persecution of Jews throughout Europe, and the
Netherlands was no exception. Understanding the historical context of the
annex's location requires examining several key factors.

The Nazi Occupation of the Netherlands

1. Occupation Begins: The Nazis invaded the Netherlands in May 1940. The
occupation brought harsh measures against the Jewish population, including



forced registrations, curfews, and the eventual deportation to concentration
camps.
2. Increased Persecution: By 1942, the situation had worsened significantly.
Jews were required to wear yellow stars, and their movements were severely
restricted. The Franks realized that remaining in the open would likely lead
to their arrest.

Life in the Annex

Life in the secret annex was fraught with challenges. The residents had to
navigate the constant fear of discovery while trying to maintain some
semblance of normalcy.

- Daily Life: The inhabitants developed a routine to cope with their
circumstances. They engaged in reading, writing, and even studying to pass
the time.
- Strict Silence: Noise could lead to their discovery. Therefore, they had to
remain silent during the day when workers were present in the building below.
- Supplies and Rationing: They relied on a group of trusted helpers, known as
the "helpers," who risked their own safety by bringing food, supplies, and
news from the outside world.

The Discovery and Aftermath

Despite their efforts to remain hidden, the secret annex was discovered on
August 4, 1944. A tip-off led to a raid by the Gestapo, resulting in the
arrest of the occupants.

What Happened After the Arrest

1. Deportation: After their arrest, the residents were taken to the
Westerbork transit camp and subsequently deported to Auschwitz.
2. Survival: Anne Frank and her sister, Margot, were ultimately transferred
to Bergen-Belsen, a concentration camp where they perished in early 1945,
just weeks before the camp was liberated.
3. Legacy: Otto Frank was the only occupant of the annex who survived the
Holocaust. After the war, he returned to Amsterdam, where he discovered
Anne's diary, which had been saved by one of the helpers, Miep Gies. Otto
worked tirelessly to publish Anne's writings, which have since become one of
the most significant accounts of the Holocaust.

The Secret Annex Today

The former secret annex has been preserved and transformed into a museum
known as the Anne Frank House.

Visiting the Anne Frank House



1. Location and Access: The museum is located at the same address, 263
Prinsengracht. It attracts visitors from around the world who come to pay
homage to Anne's legacy.
2. Exhibits: The museum offers a range of exhibits that chronicle Anne's
life, the history of the Holocaust, and the significance of human rights.
3. Educational Programs: The Anne Frank House also engages in educational
initiatives aimed at promoting tolerance and understanding, ensuring that
Anne's message continues to resonate with future generations.

Conclusion

The question of where was the secret annex is not just about its geographical
location; it encapsulates a broader narrative of resilience, hope, and the
human spirit in the face of unimaginable adversity. The secret annex stands
as a testament to the courage of those who risked their lives to provide
refuge and support during one of history's darkest periods. Anne Frank's
diary, penned in that hidden space, continues to inspire millions, reminding
us of the importance of empathy, understanding, and the fight against
oppression.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where was the secret annex located?

The secret annex was located in Amsterdam, Netherlands.

What is the significance of the secret annex?

The secret annex is famous as the hiding place of Anne Frank and her family
during World War II.

How did the Frank family access the secret annex?

The Frank family accessed the secret annex through a movable bookcase in the
building owned by Otto Frank's business partner.

What was the address of the secret annex?

The address of the secret annex is Prinsengracht 263, Amsterdam.

Who else was hiding in the secret annex with Anne
Frank?

In addition to Anne Frank, her family, the van Pels family, and later, Fritz
Pfeffer were hiding in the secret annex.

How long did Anne Frank and her family stay in the
secret annex?

Anne Frank and her family stayed in the secret annex for approximately two



years, from July 1942 until their discovery in August 1944.

What is the secret annex now?

The secret annex is now part of the Anne Frank House museum, which is
dedicated to preserving her legacy.

How was the secret annex discovered?

The secret annex was discovered by the Nazis after an anonymous tip-off,
leading to the arrest of its occupants.

What can visitors learn about the secret annex?

Visitors to the Anne Frank House can learn about the life of Anne Frank, the
history of the Holocaust, and the importance of tolerance and human rights.
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