
which countries practice buddhism

which countries practice buddhism is a question that invites exploration into the geographic and cultural
distribution of one of the world's oldest spiritual traditions. Buddhism, founded over 2,500 years ago in
India, has since spread across Asia and beyond, influencing millions of lives. This article examines the
countries where Buddhism is actively practiced today, highlighting key regions and their unique
approaches to Buddhist philosophy and customs. From the Theravada traditions predominant in Southeast
Asia to the Mahayana schools embraced in East Asia, the diversity within Buddhist practice reflects a rich
tapestry of cultural adaptations. Understanding where Buddhism thrives offers insight into its historical
journeys, demographic presence, and contemporary significance. The overview includes countries with
significant Buddhist populations, cultural institutions, and state recognition of Buddhism. The following
sections delve into different regions and their connections to Buddhism, providing a comprehensive guide
on which countries practice Buddhism.
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Countries in South Asia Practicing Buddhism
South Asia is the birthplace of Buddhism, where Siddhartha Gautama attained enlightenment and laid the
foundation for the religion. Despite Buddhism's origin in this region, its contemporary practice varies across
countries.

India
India, as the origin of Buddhism, holds immense historical and religious significance. While the Buddhist
population in India is relatively small compared to the majority Hindu population, it remains a vital center
for Buddhist pilgrimage. Important sites such as Bodh Gaya, Sarnath, and Kushinagar attract devotees
worldwide. The revival of Buddhism in India, particularly among Dalit communities, has also contributed
to the religion's modern presence.



Nepal
Nepal is another key South Asian country where Buddhism is practiced, especially among certain ethnic
groups like the Sherpas and Tibeto-Nepalese. Lumbini, the birthplace of the Buddha, is located in Nepal,
making it a significant pilgrimage destination. Nepalese Buddhism often blends with Hindu traditions,
reflecting the region's religious diversity.

Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka is one of the most prominent Buddhist countries in South Asia, where Theravada Buddhism is
the dominant religion. The practice is deeply integrated into the national identity, with monastic
institutions playing a central role in society. Sri Lanka's Buddhist heritage includes ancient temples,
festivals, and a strong tradition of meditation and monastic scholarship.

Buddhism in Southeast Asia
Southeast Asia represents one of the most substantial and enduring regions for Buddhist practice,
particularly in the Theravada tradition. Countries in this region often intertwine Buddhism with cultural
and social life.

Thailand
Thailand is widely recognized for its strong adherence to Theravada Buddhism, which is practiced by a
significant majority of the population. Monastic life is highly respected, and Buddhist festivals and rituals
permeate daily life. The country is home to many famous temples, including Wat Phra Kaew and Wat
Arun.

Myanmar (Burma)
Myanmar has a deeply rooted Buddhist culture, with over 80% of its population identifying as Theravada
Buddhists. The Sangha, or monastic community, holds substantial influence. Numerous pagodas and stupas,
such as the Shwedagon Pagoda, symbolize Myanmar’s vibrant Buddhist heritage.

Cambodia
Cambodia’s population predominantly practices Theravada Buddhism, which has been the state religion
since the 13th century. Despite historical disruptions, Buddhism remains central to Cambodian identity and
cultural life. Temples like Angkor Wat, originally Hindu, have become significant Buddhist sites.



Laos
In Laos, Theravada Buddhism is the major religion and plays a critical role in society. The country is
known for its numerous wats (temples) and the practice of almsgiving, which strengthens community
bonds and supports the monastic order.
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Buddhist Presence in East Asia
East Asia is a region where Mahayana Buddhism flourished, influencing diverse cultures in China, Japan,
Korea, and Taiwan. Here, Buddhism often integrates with Confucian and Taoist philosophies.

China
China has one of the largest Buddhist populations globally, with Mahayana Buddhism being predominant.
The religion has shaped Chinese culture, art, and philosophy for centuries. Despite political changes,
Buddhism remains influential through temples, monastic communities, and festivals.

Japan
Japan is renowned for its rich Buddhist heritage, including Zen, Pure Land, and Nichiren schools.
Buddhism in Japan has adapted to local customs and coexists with Shinto traditions. The country’s
numerous temples and rituals reflect its deep Buddhist roots.

South Korea
South Korea is home to a significant Buddhist population, with the Jogye Order being the largest Buddhist
sect. Korean Buddhism emphasizes meditation, doctrinal study, and monastic discipline. Temples are



important cultural landmarks and centers for spiritual practice.

Taiwan
Taiwan supports a vibrant Buddhist community, primarily practicing Mahayana Buddhism. It is known for
large Buddhist organizations, such as Fo Guang Shan and Tzu Chi, which actively promote Buddhist
teachings and humanitarian efforts.

Buddhism in Central Asia and the Himalayas
The mountainous regions of Central Asia and the Himalayas have preserved unique Buddhist traditions,
often blending with local customs and beliefs. Tibetan Buddhism is particularly influential in this area.

Tibet (China Autonomous Region)
Tibet is synonymous with Tibetan Buddhism, which combines Mahayana and Vajrayana practices. The
Dalai Lama, Tibet’s spiritual leader, has been a global symbol of Tibetan Buddhism. Despite political
challenges, Tibetan Buddhism continues to thrive in exile communities and within Tibet.

Mongolia
Mongolia practices Tibetan Buddhism extensively. After a period of suppression during the 20th century,
Buddhism experienced a revival following the end of communist rule. The religion plays a central role in
Mongolian cultural and spiritual life.

Bhutan
Bhutan is a Himalayan kingdom where Vajrayana Buddhism is the state religion. The government
actively promotes Buddhist values, and monasteries are integral to Bhutanese society. Festivals such as
Tsechu celebrate Buddhist teachings through dance and ritual.

Nepal (Himalayan Regions)
Beyond the lowland Terai, the Himalayan regions of Nepal have strong Tibetan Buddhist influences,
especially among ethnic groups such as Sherpas and Tamangs. Monasteries and rituals in these areas reflect
the Vajrayana tradition.



Global Spread and Buddhist Communities Outside Asia
While Asia remains the heartland of Buddhism, the religion has expanded worldwide through migration,
cultural exchange, and global interest in Buddhist philosophy and meditation.

Western Countries
In North America, Europe, and Australia, Buddhism has gained popularity both as a spiritual practice and a
philosophical framework. Buddhist centers, meditation retreats, and academic programs contribute to the
growing presence of Buddhism in these regions.

Countries with Notable Buddhist Minorities
Several countries outside Asia have small but active Buddhist communities, often formed by immigrant
populations or converts. Some of these countries include:

United States

Canada

United Kingdom

France

Australia

These communities maintain temples, cultural festivals, and educational programs that promote Buddhist
teachings and intercultural understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which countries have Buddhism as a major religion?
Countries such as Thailand, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Cambodia, Laos, Bhutan, and Mongolia have Buddhism as
a major religion.



Is Buddhism practiced in China?
Yes, Buddhism is widely practiced in China, with a rich history and numerous temples and monasteries.

Which countries in Southeast Asia predominantly practice Buddhism?
Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam predominantly practice Buddhism, mainly Theravada
Buddhism.

Is Buddhism practiced in Japan?
Yes, Buddhism is one of the major religions in Japan, with traditions such as Zen, Pure Land, and Nichiren
Buddhism.

Do Western countries have Buddhist communities?
Yes, many Western countries including the United States, Canada, Australia, and parts of Europe have
growing Buddhist communities and practitioners.

Which form of Buddhism is practiced in Tibet and surrounding regions?
Tibetan Buddhism, a form of Vajrayana Buddhism, is practiced in Tibet, Bhutan, and parts of Nepal and
India.

Is Buddhism practiced in South Korea?
Yes, Buddhism is one of the major religions in South Korea, with various traditions including Seon (Zen)
Buddhism.

Which countries in South Asia practice Buddhism?
In South Asia, Sri Lanka and Bhutan have significant Buddhist populations, while India has historical
Buddhist sites and smaller communities.

How has Buddhism influenced culture in countries where it is practiced?
In countries practicing Buddhism, it has deeply influenced art, architecture, festivals, and daily practices,
promoting values like mindfulness, compassion, and non-violence.

Additional Resources
1. Buddhism Across Borders: Mapping the Faith's Global Presence



This book explores the spread of Buddhism from its origins in India to various countries around the world.
It provides detailed accounts of how Buddhism has been adopted and adapted in regions such as Southeast
Asia, East Asia, and the West. Readers gain insight into the cultural and historical contexts that shape
Buddhist practice in different nations.

2. The Buddhist World: Religious Practices and National Traditions
Focusing on the diverse ways Buddhism is practiced, this volume examines the unique traditions found in
countries like Thailand, Japan, Sri Lanka, and Tibet. It highlights the interplay between local customs and
Buddhist teachings, revealing how national identities influence religious expression.

3. Buddhism in Asia: A Historical and Cultural Survey
Covering the major Buddhist countries of Asia, this book provides an in-depth look at the historical
development of Buddhism in China, Myanmar, Cambodia, and more. It discusses the role Buddhism plays
in the social and political life of these nations, along with its impact on art and philosophy.

4. Modern Buddhism and National Identity in Asia
This text investigates how contemporary Buddhist movements in countries such as South Korea, Vietnam,
and Nepal are shaping national identity and responding to modern challenges. It offers case studies on how
Buddhism adapts to globalization and modernization while maintaining cultural roots.

5. The Geography of Buddhism: Countries, Cultures, and Practices
An analytical approach to understanding where Buddhism is practiced globally, this book categorizes
countries by predominant Buddhist traditions such as Theravāda, Mahāyāna, and Vajrayāna. It also explores
the demographic and geographic factors influencing the faith’s distribution.

6. Buddhism in the West: The Transplantation of Tradition
This book focuses on the spread of Buddhism to Western countries, including the United States, Canada, and
various European nations. It examines how Buddhist teachings have been interpreted in new cultural
contexts and the growth of Buddhist communities outside Asia.

7. Theravāda Buddhism: Practices and Countries
Dedicated to the Theravāda tradition, this book outlines the countries where it is most prominent, such as
Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Laos. It discusses the doctrinal elements, monastic practices, and social roles of
Theravāda Buddhism in these societies.

8. Mahāyāna Buddhism and Its Cultural Heartlands
This volume explores the countries where Mahāyāna Buddhism flourishes, including China, Japan, Korea,
and Taiwan. It delves into the philosophical developments, ritual practices, and artistic expressions unique
to these regions.

9. Vajrayāna Buddhism: Tibet and Beyond
Focusing on Vajrayāna Buddhism, this book highlights its prominence in Tibet, Bhutan, Mongolia, and
parts of Russia. It investigates the esoteric teachings, monastic institutions, and the political significance of



Vajrayāna practitioners in these countries.
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