
which is the purpose of writing an
argument
which is the purpose of writing an argument is a fundamental question in
understanding effective communication, critical thinking, and persuasive
writing. Writing an argument serves multiple essential purposes, primarily
aimed at convincing an audience through logical reasoning, evidence, and
clear expression. This process not only helps in presenting a point of view
but also encourages intellectual engagement and critical evaluation of ideas.
The significance of argumentative writing extends beyond academic settings
into everyday decision-making, professional communication, and public
discourse. Understanding the purpose behind crafting an argument enhances
one’s ability to influence, inform, and foster meaningful dialogue. This
article explores the core objectives of argumentative writing, the components
that make an argument effective, and the broader impact of argumentative
skills. Below is an overview of the main topics covered in this discussion.

The Purpose of Writing an Argument

Key Components of an Effective Argument

Types of Arguments and Their Uses

Benefits of Developing Argumentative Writing Skills

Common Challenges in Writing Arguments

The Purpose of Writing an Argument

The primary purpose of writing an argument is to persuade the reader or
audience to accept a particular point of view or take a specific action. It
involves presenting a clear claim supported by evidence and reasoning, aiming
to influence opinions or decisions. Arguments are foundational to critical
thinking, enabling individuals to analyze issues thoughtfully and articulate
their positions convincingly.

Persuasion and Influence

At its core, argumentative writing seeks to persuade. Whether in essays,
debates, or professional proposals, the goal is to convince others by
providing compelling reasons and supporting facts. Persuasion is achieved by



appealing to logic (logos), emotions (pathos), and credibility (ethos).

Clarification of Ideas

Writing an argument helps clarify complex ideas by organizing thoughts
coherently. It requires the writer to define their stance clearly and
anticipate counterarguments, leading to a deeper understanding of the subject
matter.

Encouraging Critical Thinking

Engaging in argumentative writing fosters critical thinking skills. It
challenges writers and readers to evaluate evidence, assess the strength of
claims, and develop well-reasoned conclusions. This intellectual exercise is
vital in academic and real-world contexts.

Key Components of an Effective Argument

To fulfill its purpose, an argument must include several key components that
work together to create a persuasive and logical presentation.

Claim

The claim is the central assertion or thesis that the writer intends to
prove. It is a clear and concise statement that forms the foundation of the
argument.

Evidence

Supporting the claim with credible evidence is essential. Evidence can
include facts, statistics, expert opinions, examples, and research findings
that validate the claim.

Warrants

Warrants connect the evidence to the claim by explaining why the evidence
supports the argument. They provide the underlying logic that links data to



the assertion.

Counterarguments and Rebuttals

Addressing opposing viewpoints demonstrates the writer’s awareness of
different perspectives and strengthens the argument by refuting objections
logically.

Conclusion

The conclusion summarizes the argument and reinforces the claim, leaving a
lasting impression on the audience.

Types of Arguments and Their Uses

Arguments can take various forms depending on their purpose, audience, and
context. Understanding these types aids in selecting the most effective
strategy for a given situation.

Analytical Arguments

These arguments break down an issue into parts to examine relationships,
causes, or effects. Analytical arguments are common in academic writing where
detailed examination is required.

Persuasive Arguments

Persuasive arguments aim to convince the audience to adopt a particular
belief or take an action. They rely heavily on emotional appeals alongside
logical reasoning.

Informative Arguments

Informative arguments focus on educating the audience by presenting facts and
balanced viewpoints without necessarily persuading them to a specific side.



Evaluative Arguments

These assess the value or effectiveness of an idea, product, or policy, often
used in reviews or critiques.

Benefits of Developing Argumentative Writing
Skills

Mastering the art of writing arguments offers numerous advantages that extend
into academic, professional, and personal realms.

Enhanced Critical Thinking: Crafting arguments improves analytical
abilities and problem-solving skills.

Improved Communication: Clear articulation of ideas enhances both
written and verbal communication.

Greater Persuasiveness: Effective arguments increase influence in
debates, negotiations, and discussions.

Academic Success: Argumentative writing is a core component of many
academic disciplines, contributing to better grades and research skills.

Informed Decision-Making: Evaluating evidence and reasoning supports
better choices in everyday life and professional settings.

Common Challenges in Writing Arguments

Despite its importance, writing an argument poses several challenges that
writers must overcome to be effective.

Bias and Subjectivity

Writers must strive to maintain objectivity and avoid letting personal biases
weaken the credibility of their argument.



Insufficient Evidence

Failing to provide adequate or credible evidence undermines the argument’s
strength and persuasiveness.

Poor Organization

Disorganized arguments confuse readers and dilute the impact of the writer’s
message.

Ignoring Counterarguments

Overlooking opposing views can make an argument appear one-sided and less
convincing.

Logical Fallacies

Errors in reasoning, such as straw man or ad hominem attacks, compromise the
argument’s validity and should be avoided.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of writing an argument?
The primary purpose of writing an argument is to persuade the audience to
accept a particular point of view or take a specific action by presenting
logical reasoning and evidence.

How does writing an argument help in critical
thinking?
Writing an argument helps in critical thinking by requiring the writer to
analyze different perspectives, evaluate evidence, and construct a coherent
and logical case to support their stance.

Why is clarity important when writing an argument?
Clarity is important when writing an argument because it ensures that the
audience can easily understand the claims, evidence, and reasoning, making
the argument more effective and convincing.



Can writing an argument be used to explore different
viewpoints?
Yes, writing an argument can be used to explore different viewpoints by
acknowledging opposing opinions and addressing counterarguments, which
strengthens the overall position.

What role does evidence play in the purpose of
writing an argument?
Evidence plays a crucial role in writing an argument as it provides factual
support for claims, making the argument credible and convincing to the
audience.

Is the purpose of writing an argument only to win a
debate?
No, the purpose of writing an argument is not only to win a debate but also
to inform, persuade, and encourage critical discussion on a topic.

How does writing an argument benefit communication
skills?
Writing an argument benefits communication skills by improving the ability to
organize thoughts, present ideas logically, and persuade others through
effective use of language and evidence.

Additional Resources
1. Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can
Teach Us About the Art of Persuasion
This book by Jay Heinrichs explores the principles of rhetoric and the
purpose of argumentation in everyday life. It breaks down classical
techniques of persuasion and shows how they are used to influence opinions
and decisions. Readers learn how arguments can be crafted to convince,
inform, and engage audiences effectively.

2. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing
Authored by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, this book focuses on the
essential purpose of argumentative writing in academic contexts. It teaches
writers how to enter conversations, respond to others’ claims, and present
their own arguments clearly. The book emphasizes the importance of critical
thinking and dialogue in writing.

3. Argumentation and Debate
By Austin J. Freeley and David L. Steinberg, this comprehensive guide covers
the theory and practice of making arguments. It delves into the purpose of



argument as a tool for resolving differences and arriving at truth. The book
provides strategies for constructing persuasive arguments and understanding
opposing viewpoints.

4. The Uses of Argument
Stephen Toulmin’s classic work examines the structure and function of
arguments in real-life situations. It introduces the Toulmin Model, which
helps writers understand the components and purpose of effective
argumentation. This book is foundational for understanding how arguments are
meant to justify claims and persuade audiences.

5. Writing Arguments: A Rhetoric with Readings
This textbook by John D. Ramage, John C. Bean, and June Johnson focuses on
teaching students the purpose of argument writing. It combines rhetorical
theory with practical exercises to help writers develop clear, logical, and
persuasive arguments. The book also highlights the role of audience awareness
in successful argumentation.

6. Crafting Arguments: Logic and Critical Thinking
This book by Joseph M. Williams and Gregory G. Colomb explains how the
purpose of writing an argument is to reason clearly and persuade logically.
It emphasizes critical thinking skills and the importance of structure in
constructing arguments. Readers learn to identify fallacies and strengthen
their reasoning to achieve effective communication.

7. Everything’s an Argument
By Andrea A. Lunsford and John J. Ruszkiewicz, this text explores the
pervasive nature of argument in writing and communication. It argues that the
purpose of argument extends beyond debate to shaping perspectives and driving
change. The book encourages writers to recognize and harness the power of
argument in various contexts.

8. Critical Thinking and Communication: The Use of Reason in Argument
Authored by Edward S. Inch and Barbara Warnick, this book highlights the
purpose of argument as a means of reasoning collaboratively to reach better
conclusions. It focuses on the ethical use of argument and the role of
communication in enhancing understanding. Readers learn how to craft
arguments that are not only persuasive but also responsible.

9. The Argumentative Writer: A Guide to Writing Persuasive Essays
By K. Elizabeth Wardle and Doug Downs, this guide helps writers understand
that the purpose of writing an argument is to convince readers through
evidence and reasoning. It provides techniques for organizing ideas,
developing claims, and addressing counterarguments. The book is ideal for
students aiming to improve their persuasive writing skills.
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