who founded the american anti slavery
society in 1833

who founded the american anti slavery society in 1833 is a question central to understanding
the early abolitionist movement in the United States. The American Anti-Slavery Society was
established as a pioneering organization dedicated to the immediate abolition of slavery and the
promotion of equal rights for African Americans. Founded in 1833, this society played a crucial role
in galvanizing abolitionist sentiment and activism across the country. This article explores the key
founders behind this influential group, their motivations, and the historical context in which the
society emerged. Additionally, the article delves into the society’s objectives, its impact on the
abolitionist movement, and the legacy left by its founders. Understanding who founded the American
Anti-Slavery Society in 1833 provides insight into the early strategies and leadership that shaped the
fight against slavery in America.
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The Founders of the American Anti-Slavery Society

The American Anti-Slavery Society, officially founded on December 4, 1833, was the creation of
several prominent abolitionists who sought to create a national organization dedicated to ending
slavery. The most notable figure associated with the founding is William Lloyd Garrison, a radical
abolitionist and publisher of the abolitionist newspaper The Liberator. Garrison’s passionate
advocacy for immediate emancipation and equal rights formed the ideological backbone of the
society.

William Lloyd Garrison

William Lloyd Garrison is widely recognized as the principal founder of the American Anti-Slavery
Society. Born in 1805, Garrison became an outspoken critic of slavery through his journalism and
activism. His unwavering commitment to immediate abolition and moral suasion influenced the
society’s direction and strategies. Garrison’s vision was to mobilize public opinion against slavery
without compromise.



Arthur Tappan and Lewis Tappan

The Tappan brothers, Arthur and Lewis, were critical financial supporters and early leaders in the
abolitionist movement. Wealthy merchants from New York, they used their resources and influence
to support the anti-slavery cause. Arthur Tappan served as the first president of the American Anti-
Slavery Society, lending organizational leadership and credibility. Their involvement helped
transform abolitionism from a fringe idea into a powerful national movement.

Other Founding Members

Alongside Garrison and the Tappan brothers, several other abolitionists played essential roles in
founding the society. These included:

e Frederick Douglass - Though he joined later, Douglass became a key spokesman and ally of
the society’s mission.

e Gerrit Smith - A wealthy abolitionist and philanthropist who supported anti-slavery causes.

e Maria Weston Chapman - A leading female abolitionist who helped with organizing and
fundraising efforts.

¢ James Gillespie Birney - A former slaveholder turned abolitionist who contributed to the
movement’s political strategy.

Historical Context of the Society’s Formation

The founding of the American Anti-Slavery Society in 1833 occurred during a period of increasing
sectional tensions and growing abolitionist sentiment in the United States. The early 19th century
saw the rise of religious revivalism, known as the Second Great Awakening, which inspired many to
view slavery as a profound moral evil. This religious and social climate provided fertile ground for
abolitionist ideas.

Antebellum America and Slavery

During this era, slavery was deeply entrenched in the Southern economy and society, while
Northern states had largely abolished the institution. However, the national debate over slavery’s
future intensified as the country expanded westward. The American Anti-Slavery Society emerged as
a radical voice demanding immediate abolition rather than gradual emancipation or colonization
schemes.

Previous Abolitionist Efforts

Before 1833, abolitionist activities were often localized and fragmented. Groups such as the
Pennsylvania Abolition Society had been active since the late 18th century, advocating for the



gradual elimination of slavery. The formation of the American Anti-Slavery Society marked a shift
toward a more unified, national organization committed to immediate emancipation and broader
social reform.

Objectives and Mission of the American Anti-Slavery
Society

The American Anti-Slavery Society was founded with clear, uncompromising objectives to end
slavery in the United States and secure equal rights for all people regardless of race. The society’s
mission reflected a moral and political condemnation of slavery as inconsistent with American ideals
of liberty and justice.

Immediate Abolition of Slavery

The society insisted on the immediate and unconditional emancipation of all enslaved individuals.
This stance distinguished it from other organizations that supported gradual abolition or
colonization efforts to relocate freed African Americans outside the country.

Promotion of Equal Rights

Beyond ending slavery, the society advocated for the civil and political rights of African Americans,
including suffrage, education, and legal equality. This broader vision sought to challenge systemic
racism and discrimination entrenched in American society.

Nonviolent Moral Persuasion

The society emphasized moral suasion as a primary strategy, aiming to awaken the conscience of the
American public through lectures, publications, and petitions. This approach reflected the founders’
belief in ethical appeals rather than political compromise or violence.

Key Contributions and Activities of the Society

The American Anti-Slavery Society quickly became a dynamic force in the abolitionist movement
through its various activities, publications, and advocacy efforts. Its founders used multiple tactics to
spread their message and influence public opinion.

Publishing and Propaganda

William Lloyd Garrison’s newspaper, The Liberator, served as the society’s mouthpiece,
disseminating abolitionist arguments and reporting on slavery’s injustices. The society also produced
pamphlets, books, and petitions to educate and mobilize supporters.



Lectures and Public Meetings

The society organized lectures, rallies, and conventions that brought together abolitionists and
sympathetic audiences. These events helped build a national network of activists committed to
ending slavery.

Petition Campaigns

One of the society’s effective tools was organizing petition drives to pressure Congress and state
legislatures to take action against slavery. These petitions demonstrated widespread public support
for abolition and helped elevate the issue politically.

Support for Fugitive Slaves

The society also supported escaped slaves and abolitionist efforts to resist the Fugitive Slave Act.
Members often provided legal aid, shelter, and assistance to those fleeing bondage.

Legacy and Impact of the Founders and the Society

The founders of the American Anti-Slavery Society left an enduring legacy through their leadership
in one of the most significant reform movements in American history. Their efforts contributed to the
eventual abolition of slavery and reshaped the nation’s moral and political landscape.

Influence on Abolitionist Movement

The society’s uncompromising stance on immediate emancipation influenced other abolitionist
groups and individuals, fostering a more militant and organized movement. Its activism helped bring
the slavery issue to the forefront of national politics in the decades leading to the Civil War.

Challenges and Divisions

Despite its successes, the society faced internal disagreements over tactics and ideology, leading to
splits and the formation of other abolitionist organizations. Nonetheless, its foundational role in the
movement remains widely recognized.

Enduring Social Impact

The ideals promoted by the society’s founders—human equality, abolition of racial discrimination,
and civil rights—continued to inspire later social justice movements in the United States. Their
pioneering work laid the groundwork for the eventual passage of the 13th Amendment, abolishing
slavery.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who founded the American Anti-Slavery Society in 18332

The American Anti-Slavery Society was founded in 1833 by William Lloyd Garrison and Arthur
Tappan.

What was the purpose of the American Anti-Slavery Society
founded in 18337

The purpose of the American Anti-Slavery Society was to promote the immediate abolition of slavery
in the United States.

Which prominent abolitionist played a key role in founding the
American Anti-Slavery Society?

William Lloyd Garrison, a prominent abolitionist and journalist, played a key role in founding the
American Anti-Slavery Society.

When was the American Anti-Slavery Society established?

The American Anti-Slavery Society was established in 1833.

Was Arthur Tappan involved in founding the American Anti-
Slavery Society?

Yes, Arthur Tappan, a wealthy merchant and abolitionist, was one of the founders of the American
Anti-Slavery Society.

What was William Lloyd Garrison’s role in the American Anti-
Slavery Society?

William Lloyd Garrison was a co-founder and the leading voice of the American Anti-Slavery Society,
editing its newspaper, The Liberator.

Did the American Anti-Slavery Society have any other notable
founders besides Garrison and Tappan?

Yes, other abolitionists such as Frederick Douglass and Lucretia Mott were also involved with the
American Anti-Slavery Society, though Garrison and Tappan were primary founders.

Where was the American Anti-Slavery Society founded in
1833?

The American Anti-Slavery Society was founded in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1833.



How did the founders of the American Anti-Slavery Society
influence the abolition movement?

The founders, especially William Lloyd Garrison, influenced the abolition movement by advocating
for immediate emancipation and equal rights through publications, speeches, and organizing.

What was the significance of the American Anti-Slavery
Society’s founding in 1833?

The founding of the American Anti-Slavery Society in 1833 marked a major step in organized
abolitionism, uniting activists dedicated to ending slavery in the United States.

Additional Resources

1. William Lloyd Garrison and the Birth of the American Anti-Slavery Society

This book explores the pivotal role William Lloyd Garrison played in founding the American Anti-
Slavery Society in 1833. It delves into Garrison’s philosophies, his commitment to immediate
abolition, and how his leadership shaped the early abolitionist movement. The narrative also
highlights key events and challenges faced by the society during its formative years.

2. Frederick Douglass and the Fight Against Slavery

While primarily focusing on Frederick Douglass, this book provides important context about the
American Anti-Slavery Society and its founders. It discusses Douglass’s collaboration with society
leaders and how his powerful oratory and writings influenced abolitionist strategies. The book also
examines the broader network of activists working toward emancipation.

3. The American Anti-Slavery Society: Origins and Impact

This comprehensive history traces the founding of the society in 1833, outlining its key figures,
including William Lloyd Garrison, Arthur Tappan, and others. It covers the social and political
climate of the era, the society’s campaigns, and its lasting influence on American abolitionist efforts.
Readers gain insight into the organization’s methods and ideological divisions.

4. Arthur Tappan: Merchant, Abolitionist, and Founder

Focusing on Arthur Tappan, one of the prominent founders of the American Anti-Slavery Society,
this biography highlights his financial support and moral leadership. The book explores Tappan’s
dedication to abolition, his role in the society’s establishment, and his broader philanthropic
activities. It provides a nuanced look at the intersection of commerce and activism in antebellum
America.

5. Radical Abolitionism: The Story of the American Anti-Slavery Society

This book examines the radical elements within the American Anti-Slavery Society, particularly
under the influence of William Lloyd Garrison. It discusses the society’s advocacy for immediate
emancipation, women’s rights, and other progressive causes. The narrative captures the tension
between radical and moderate abolitionists and the society’s eventual fragmentation.

6. Women in the American Anti-Slavery Society
Highlighting the crucial role of women in the abolitionist movement, this book discusses figures like
Lucretia Mott and the society’s early inclusion of female activists. It details the challenges women



faced within the organization and how their participation helped shape both abolitionism and early
women’s rights movements. The book places the society within the broader struggle for equality.

7. Slavery, Abolition, and the American Conscience

This title offers a broader cultural and moral history of the abolitionist movement, with significant
focus on the American Anti-Slavery Society’s founding. It explores how the society influenced public
opinion and political debates through lectures, publications, and petitions. The book provides a rich
background on the ethical arguments against slavery in the early 19th century.

8. The Abolitionist Imagination: Literature and the American Anti-Slavery Society

Focusing on the literary output connected to the society, this book analyzes speeches, pamphlets,
and newspapers that were instrumental in abolitionist advocacy. It highlights contributions from
founders and members who used literature as a tool for social change. The book also examines the
interplay between abolitionism and American literary culture.

9. Founders of Freedom: The Leaders Behind the American Anti-Slavery Society

This collective biography profiles the key individuals who founded the American Anti-Slavery Society
in 1833, including William Lloyd Garrison, Arthur Tappan, and others. It provides insight into their
backgrounds, motivations, and collaborative efforts to launch one of the most influential abolitionist
organizations. The book offers a detailed look at their strategies and legacy in the fight against
slavery.
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